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The emergence of Al, far beyond a mere instrumental transformation, confronts
ontological foundations and anthropological teleologies with the problem of
"existential reductionism™ (i.e., the reduction of the transcendent and non-
quantitative aspects of the human to computational data). Employing a
descriptive-analytical method and a comparative-critical approach, this study
addresses the opposition between technological anthropology and sapiential-
philosophical anthropology. Its theoretical framework rests on two pillars:
Transcendent Theosophy (substantial motion, existential intensification, and the
immateriality of the soul) and Heidegger's existential philosophy (Dasein, Gestell
[Enframing], and the relationship between truth and technology). The findings
indicate that from the perspective of Transcendent Theosophy, Al—due to its lack
of being basit al-haqiqah (a simple, undivided reality) and its deprivation of
knowledge by presence (al-‘ilm al-hudtri)—remains merely at the level of
"accident" (‘arad) and cannot attain the plane of imaginal and intellectual
immateriality. From Heidegger's standpoint, Al represents the ultimate symbol of
the realm of Gestell [Enframing], which, by converting human beings and the
world into "standing-reserve" (Bestand), divests Dasein of its authenticity and the
experience of being-toward-death. Ultimately, by critically assessing the
ontological equality of human and machine, the study concludes that the
fundamental solution is not the negation of technology, but rather a return to
existential self-awareness and a redefinition of the human-technology relationship
based on practical wisdom and spiritual contemplation—so as to prevent the
degradation of the human being's divine vicegerency (khilafat Allah) into mere
technological instrumentality.

Cite this article: Niazi, S.; Karimzadeh Garamaleki, G. & Abbaszadeh, A. (2026). Critical Feasibility Study of
Anthropological Challenges in the Age of Al: With Emphasis on Transcendent Theosophy and

Heidegger’s

Philosophy. Journal of Philosophical Investigations, 20 (55), 31-54.

https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2026.72735.4536
© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Tabriz.



mailto:saeedniazi120120@gmail.com
mailto:g.karimzadeh@tabrizu.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22034/jpiut.2026.72735.4536
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-7199-0685
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7957-5506
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9802-581X

Journal of Philosophical Investigations, University of Tabriz,Volume 20, Issue 55, 2026. pp. 31-54 32

Extended Abstract

The rapid emergence of Artificial Intelligence (Al) represents far more than a technological
shift; it fundamentally challenges the ontological foundations and anthropological teleology of
human existence by introducing "existential reductionism"—the systematic reduction of the
transcendent, qualitative dimensions of human being into computational data and algorithms.
While existing discourses often focus on Al's engineering or economic implications, this study
contends that the core crisis is anthropological, rooted in the dominant paradigm's physicalist
and functionalist tendency to define humans as mere information-processing systems.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method with a comparative-critical approach, this paper
systematically examines the opposition between "technological anthropology" and "sapiential-
philosophical anthropology.” Its theoretical framework rests on two pillars: Mulla Sadra's
Transcendent Theosophy (substantial motion, existential intensification, and the immateriality
of the soul) and Heidegger's existential philosophy (Dasein, Gestell [Enframing], and the
relationship between truth and technology).

A comprehensive literature review reveals a significant gap: while the philosophy of mind
and the philosophy of technology have produced classic critiqgues of Al, and Islamic
philosophical traditions offer sophisticated concepts such as knowledge by presence (al- ilm
al-hudirt), few studies have systematically integrated Sadrian anthropology with Heideggerian
phenomenology in the specific context of Al. Most existing research addresses either ethical
governance, algorithmic bias, or isolated philosophical critiques, but seldom constructs a
unified critical framework that brings these two complementary intellectual traditions into
dialogue. The present research, therefore, aims to fill this lacuna by establishing a comparative
matrix in which both traditions are brought together to address the fundamental anthropological
challenges posed by Al.

From the perspective of Transcendent Theosophy, the human soul (nafs) is not a static
substance but a graded existential reality undergoing continuous substantial motion, evolving
toward higher levels of immateriality. Genuine human knowledge is achieved through the
union of knower and known via existential intensification, not merely through symbolic
manipulation. Al, by contrast, operates exclusively within acquired knowledge (al- ilm al-
husili), lacking the ontological density and dynamic substantiality required for true spiritual
and intellectual immateriality. It remains at the level of a mere "accident™ (‘arad)—a complex
material artifact devoid of existential interiority and transcendent orientation, and therefore
incapable of attaining genuine subjectivity. In parallel, Heidegger defines human existence
as Dasein, characterized by situatedness in the world (In-der-Welt-sein), care (Sorge), and
authentic temporality grounded in the awareness of mortality (Sein-zum-Tode). Al, lacking
these features, functions as the ultimate instantiation of Gestell (Enframing), reducing
everything—including humans—to calculable standing-reserve (Bestand). It epitomizes
calculative thinking over meditative thinking, systematically erasing human capacity for
wonder and openness to the truth of Being, thereby deepening the "forgetfulness of Being™ and
surrendering existential authenticity.

The comparative analysis reveals striking convergences and fundamental divergences
between the two traditions. Both unequivocally reject physicalist and functionalist reductions
of the human, insisting that human reality resides in its qualitative mode of being rather than
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its performative outputs. Both warn against the dominance of calculative frameworks that
obscure deeper existential dimensions. However, Sadra's philosophy is deeply metaphysical
and theistic, locating human fulfillment in the soul's ascent toward the divine, while
Heidegger's phenomenology remains immanent within temporality and worldliness without
recourse to a transcendent ground. Despite these differences, both converge on the conclusion
that Al is not a rival to the human subject but a veil that obscures authentic existential realities
of meaning, responsibility, and truth. Ultimately, the paper concludes that the fundamental
solution lies not in rejecting technology, but in returning to existential self-awareness and
redefining the human-technology relationship based on practical wisdom (kzikmat-e ‘amal) and
spiritual contemplation (tafakkor-e ma ‘navi). This requires placing Al in its proper ontological
station—as a powerful tool serving human imagination and material facilitation, but never as
a substitute for rational intellect or a source of normative authority. By integrating the insights
of Transcendent Theosophy and Heideggerian phenomenology, this research demonstrates that
Al can be transformed from an existential threat into a wise instrument, provided that humanity
does not sacrifice its spiritual presence and meditative thinking for the mere convenience of
computational efficiency.
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