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Abstract

This article, by using a library-based and descriptive method, reexamines and compares the
concept of revealed theology in the Islamic tradition of Abt Hamid al-Ghazalt and the modern
Western tradition of Francis Bacon. Al Ghazali regards revealed theology as a form of
immediate, heart-centered knowledge attained through purification, ethical conduct, and
inward spiritual experience (unveiling and intuition); in this view, theoretical knowledge
prepares but is insufficient, and the value of knowledge is manifested in the quality of the
soul's state and direct connection to the Divine. In contrast, Bacon understands knowledge as
the product of empirical method and the correction of sensory and intellectual errors; rather
than emphasizing a heart felt sacred experience, he insists on methodological organization
aimed at discovering causes and on the utility of knowledge for improving human life.
Comparative analysis shows that revealed theology carries an ethical-mystical weight in al
Ghazalt and a methodological instrumental weight in Bacon; although both traditions are
concerned with attaining truth, the criterion of epistemic standing in one is the presence of the
heart and in the other empirical demonstration and practical efficacy. The article concludes
by proposing the possibility of dialogue and mutual complementation between the two

*Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Yasouj University, Yasouj, Iran.
hamid_behrouzi20@yahoo.com

**Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Yasouj University, Yasouj, Iran
(Corresponding Author) a.hoseini@yu.ac.ir

Date of Recieve: 2026/04/25 Date of Revise: 2026/05/07 Date of Acceptance: 2026/06/02

(Gaom Copyright©2010, Faculty of Islamic Theology and Sciences at University of Tabriz. This is an Open
Access article. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view
a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO
Box 1866, Mountain View, CA94042, USA.


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Revealed Theology: A Comparison of al-Ghazalt and Bacon ay
perspectives and suggests that combining al-Ghazali’s ethical sensitivity and spiritual care
with Bacon’s methodological rigor could provide an interdisciplinary framework for a deeper
understanding of humanity’s relation to sacred and natural truths.
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Introduction

The issue of the relationship between “divine revelation” and human reason and empirical
science is one of the most enduring debates in theology and the philosophy of religion. In
Islamic civilization, Abii Hamid al-Ghazalt (450-505 AH), by critiquing Peripatetic
philosophy and defending Ash'ari doctrines, redefined revealed theology as a transcendent
truth irreducible to human reason (al-Ghazali, 2002: 137-138; al-Ghazali, 1970: 34). In
contrast, in the Western Christian tradition, Francis Bacon (1561-1626), by proposing a new
inductive method, drew a clear boundary between the “Holy Scriptures” (revealed revelation)
and the nature (Bacon, 1859: 241; Matthews,2008:53-54). Both thinkers addressed the
redefinition of revelation's place within the context of the epistemological crises of their time
-al-Ghazali against Greek-influenced philosophy and Isma'ili esotericism, and Bacon against
Scholastic Aristotelianism and superstition. However, no systematic comparative study of
revealed theology in these two thinkers has yet been conducted. This research seeks to answer
the question: What image of “revealed revelation” do al-Ghazali and Bacon portray, and what
are the implications of this image for the relationship between religion, reason, and science?

Methodology

The present study employs a comparative-analytical approach by using the method of
hermeneutics of key concepts. The stages of the study were as follows: 1. Extracting concepts
related to revelation, reason, experience, and faith in both thought systems; 2. Defining
comparative indicators including: a. Source of revelation, b. Epistemic function of revelation,
c. Relationship of revelation with reason and sense perception, d. Domain of revelation; 3.
Conducting qualitative content analysis of the texts based on these indicators; 4. Synthesizing
the findings within the framework of George Zbiekki's model (synchronic comparison). For
validation, the principle of contextual similarity (confronting an epistemological crisis) and
contextual difference (Ash'ari Islam vs. Anglican Christianity) was utilized.

Findings

The main point of agreement between al-Ghazali and Bacon is the defense of the sanctity of
revelation against atheism and philosophical reductionism. Both believe that revelation cannot
be reduced to reason or the senses. However, the fundamental difference appears in the
epistemic role of revelation:

Al-Ghazali, within the tradition of Ash'ari apophatic theology, sees everything through the
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lens of revelation and considers reason the servant of revelation. This approach provides the
groundwork for the “Islamization of sciences”, but may lead to theological self-sufficiency.
Bacon, by proposing the “two books” (the Book of Nature and the Book of Revelation), paves
the way for the independence of empirical science from religion. While accepting revealed
theology, he confines it to the realm of faith and ethics- an act that provided the groundwork
for the secularization of knowledge (McKnight ,2005 :89).

The challenging point is: Can revealed theology be understood without accepting rational and
empirical structures? Both al-Ghazali, by accepting the preliminary role of reason, and Bacon,
by separating the domains, have in a sense evaded reason: al-Ghazali towards mystical
introspection and Bacon towards empirical extrospection.

Discussion and Conclusion

Revealed theology in the thought of al-Ghazalt and Bacon presents two different pictures: In
al-Ghazali's model, revelation is the core and foundation of all human knowledge, and reason
finds meaning in its service. In Bacon's model, revelation is the boundary and fence of faith,
preventing science from transgressing into the sacred realm, but it does not itself enter the
realm of science. This comparison shows that the epistemological crisis in the Islamic and
Christian worlds produced two different responses: in Islam, a return to the interior of religion
(Ash'ari-Sufi revival); and in Protestant Christianity, the separation of domains and the birth
of modern science. The contemporary implication of this research is that any theorizing about
the theology of science or religious science must inevitably choose between these two models-
comprehensive theology (like al-Ghazalt) and minimal theology (like Bacon)- and accept its
consequences.
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