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Revisiting Fakhr al-Razi’s Stance on Rational Good and
Bad as the Basis for Moral Responsibility, and Khwajah
al-Tusi’s Theological Critique
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Abstract

The issue of rational good and bad is intrinsically linked to human ethics,
free will, and moral responsibility, playing a decisive role in the value
judgments of human actions. Fakhr al-Razi, in his analysis of this issue,
adopted a deep, systematic, and argumentative approach. By denying the
obligatory implication of reason regarding the goodness and badness of
actions, he believed that moral obligation and responsibility are realized
solely through divine command and prohibition. Consequently, human
moral responsibility is a product of religious law. Nevertheless, Fakhr al-
Razi accepts a form of rational perception of good and bad on a descriptive
level; a perception that, in his view, lacks obligatory and cannot be the
source of obligation or the basis for deserving praise and blame. Khwajah
Tusi argues that moral responsibility is conceivable even before the advent
of religious law, as religious law is not the creator of moral values but
rather the revealer and confirmator of rulings that reason has already
grasped. In his view, if the goodness and badness of actions are not
inherent and rational, and their determination is entirely delegated to
religion, the foundation of all moral judgment and the true distinction
between good and bad will collapse.This article, using an analytical-
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descriptive method, analyzes the foundations of Fakhr al-Razi’s viewpoint
on rational good and bad and its role in explaining human moral
responsibility, and in comparison with Khwajah Tusi’s perspective,
critically analyzes it.

Key Words: Fakhr al-Razi, Moral Responsibility, Khwajah Nasir,
Rational Good and bad

Introduction

The issue of intellectual good and bad is one of the most important
theological and philosophical issues in the Islamic tradition, which is
closely linked to the issues of morality, freedom, duty, and human
responsibility. This issue concerns whether human actions inherently and
independently of the Sharia have values of good and bad, or whether this
valuation is realized only through the Sharia and divine command and
prohibition. Fakhr al-Razi is a prominent Ash'arite theologian who takes a
systematic approach to denying the obligatory implication of reason on the
goodness and badness of actions. According to his analysis, reason can
ultimately determine some actions as descriptively desirable or
undesirable, but this rational perception lacks the obligatory status and
cannot be the source of entitlement to praise, blame, reward, and
punishment (Fakhr al-Razi, 1981, 1: 346; 1411: 478). In his view, what
places an action within the realm of morality and duty is simply the entry
of divine command and prohibition; therefore, human moral responsibility
does not arise from reason, but from Sharia and religious discourse (Fakhr
al-Razi, 1407, 1: 289). In contrast, Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi believes that
reason, in addition to its theoretical function, also has authority and the
power to judge in the field of ethics (Tusi, 1407, 1: 197). From Khwaja's
perspective, the goodness and badness of some actions are inherent and
rational, and man can distinguish some actions as good or bad through
reason even before legislation (Tusi, 1405: 147). This research explains
Fakhr-Razi's view on intellectual good and bad and criticizes it from the
perspective of Khwaja Nasir.

Methodology

The present study, using an analytical-descriptive method, examines Fakhr
Razi's view on the issue of intellectual good and bad and criticizes and
analyzes it in light of the view of Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tusi.



Findings

From Fakhr al-Razi's perspective, human moral responsibility does not
arise from reason, but from Sharia and religious discourse. In explaining
this position, Fakhr al-Razi emphasizes that if the goodness and badness
of actions are accepted rationally and independently of revelation, it is
necessary for man to be obligated even before receiving Sharia, and as a
result, the creation of divine obligation is nullified (Fakhr al-Razi, 1420, 1:
348). By distinguishing between perception and obligation, he attempts to
show that rational knowledge of some actions, although possible, is not in
itself the source of moral obligation. Thus, in his system of thought, the
moral value of an action depends on its relation to the divine will and
address, not on the nature of the action or the structure of human practical
reason. In contrast, Khwaja Tusi believes that Sharia is not the creator of
moral values, but rather the discoverer, confirmer, and complementer of
the rulings that reason has arrived at. Khwaja Tusi believes that if we
reduce moral values entirely to religion and the Sharia, the possibility of
any real judgment about good and evil disappears.

Discussion and Conclusion

A comparative study of the views of Fakhr al-Razi and Khwaja Nasir al-
Din Tusi shows that the difference between these two thinkers goes beyond
theoretical details and goes back to fundamental perceptions of the
relationship between reason, free will, and divine legislation. Fakhr al-
Razi, relying on the application of divine power and will, considers moral
responsibility to be a purely theoretical concept whose realization is
limited to religious discourse. In this framework, the goodness and badness
of actions, prior to religious enactment, lack any binding power, and reason
is only capable of understanding the appropriateness or repulsiveness of
actions at a descriptive level. In contrast, by reconstructing the foundations
of moral responsibility, Khajeh Nasir shows that the negation of the role
of practical reason in understanding good and bad leads to the emptying of
the concept of responsibility and incompatibility with the spontaneity of
human conscience.
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