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In the early years following the passing away of the Prophet of Islam,
Muslims generally devoted their efforts_.to" the\ comprehensive
preservation of the Qur’an, particularly its“eutward form. However, a
number of factors rendered thiséndeavor only partially successful.
Among the most significant of thése factors were ditferences in Qur’anic
readings (qira’at) employed to 4ustify interpretation, attempts to
harmonize the text with the grammaticalaules of the Arabic language,
efforts to enhance the shetorical and miraculous aspects of the Qur’an,
and the absence of yawel signs, diacritical marks, and consonantal
differentiation<in early Arabic script. The emergence of the fourteen
canonic¢al Qur’anic readings‘may be regarded as one indication of the
incomplete realization of this’objective. Since no text remains entirely
immune from,change and intervention over the course of time, certain
modificationsito the Qur’anic text, supported by specific rationales,
occurred among particular intellectual and ideological groups. Mystics
and Sufis constitute one such group. Among their prominent figures
is‘Ayn al-Qudat'Hamadani, whose unconventional engagement with the
Qur’anic text is grounded not only in intellectual and spiritual foundations
ofywhich ta’wil (esoteric interpretation) forms an integral part but also in
aesthetic, intuitive, and rhetorical considerations. In his interpretive
practice and his extraction of semantic layers from the Qur’an, he
advances to the point of employing various forms of defamiliarization,
and in his use of Qur’anic verses, he at times intervenes even in their
apparent wording. Adopting a descriptive—analytical method, based on
library research, this article seeks to examine the types of Qur’anic
interventions and the underlying reasons for them in the Persian works of
‘Ayn al-Qudat. The findings indicate the interventions applied by this
mystic to Qur’anic verses are rooted in his mystical worldview and are
largely directed toward achieving rhetorical objectives. Furthermore, it
appears that in numerous cases, reliance on memory has contributed to
discrepancies between his citations and the canonical Qur’anic text.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Despite Muslims’ profound devotion to preserving both the wording and the meaning of the Holy Qur’an
due to its divine sanctity, several factors—such as variations in recitation to justify interpretation and
exegesis, efforts to align the text with Arabic grammatical rules, enhancement of the Qur’an’s rhetorical
miracle, and the lack of diacritical marks and vowel notation in early Arabic script—have led to
alterations in both the textual and semantic aspects of the Qur’an. These factors have hindered the
attainment of its original intent, as reflected in the emergence of fourteen distinct recitation traditions.
Consequently, commentators do not regard verse 4 of *Surat al-Hijr*—which states “Indeed, it is We

who sent down the Reminder, and indeed, we will be its guardian”—as being in" conflict with such
phenomena. They believe that differences in the understanding of Qur’anic versesgand variations in
readings are possible, and that the meaning of “guardianship” in this verse réfers to the presemvation of
the Qur’an’s existence rather than the unavoidable divergences in interpretation or recitation.

‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, a renowned mystic, is one of those whose Persiansworks exhibit numerous
verbal and conceptual modifications of Qur’anic verses. This article aims to examine the types and
reasons for Qur’anic alterations found in ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadant’s Letters.

Methodology

Although several studies have previously explored the life, scientificand mystical dimensions, writings,
and ideas of ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani, no independent research has yet been conducted concerning his
alterations of Qur’anic verses. Using ‘a_ descriptive—analytical approach based on library and
documentary research and adoptings@n inductive method, thisspaper seeks to analyze the primary types
and underlying causes of these alteratiens in his writings.

Discussion

‘Ayn al-Qudat’s unconventional approach to.thesQur’anic text is rooted not only in his intellectual and
spiritual foundations—of which allegorical Jinterpretation (ta’wil) is an integral part—but also in
aesthetic and rhetorical mativations. His interpretive method extends so far in uncovering deeper layers
of meaning that he engdges even in “defamiliarization” of the text, occasionally altering the surface form
of verses. His manner/of employing Qur’anic references differs from others, as the mysticism governing
his thought is moye Intuitive than that of most Sufis.

Defamiliarization and the rejection of habitual norms dominate both his life and his philosophical
system, and his Qur’anie altetations can be viewed as a manifestation of this anti-conventional spirit.
Despite his awareness of the divine origin and necessity of preserving the sacred text, he allows himself
to manipulate“both, wording and meaning for rhetorical harmony or personal mystical expression,
revealing even in bis engagement with the Qur’an, this same tendency toward norm-breaking—a
tendency that assists his preferred interpretations.

Mystics, in general, have found traditional exegetical methods too dogmatic and restrictive for
expressing their inner truths. Thus, they have regarded *ta’wil*, the cornerstone of mystical exegesis,
as the most complete way to depict metaphysical realities and infinite spiritual depth. In ‘Ayn al-Qudat’s
works, words serve as gateways to the transcendent, while linguistic fluidity enables the unfolding of
layered meanings. He goes so far as to modify Qur’anic wording itself, viewing language merely as a
vessel for meaning.

From his mystical standpoint—similar to some other Sufis—the goal of spiritual journeying surpasses
the stage or station one occupies; hence, religious practice takes on an altered outward form. He sees
strict adherence to the outer form of divine speech as only one aspect of devotion.
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Not confining himself to literal expression, he holds that for a seeker overwhelmed by divine
manifestation, nonadherence to the law is permissible—in the “religion of love,” what is forbidden
becomes lawful for the true lover. Excessive attachment to the law, for him, is the bondage of mad
seekers of truth. His personal spiritual experiences thus create a distinctive mental and emotional horizon
in which he justifies verbal alteration of the Qur’an.

In his modifications, he sometimes rearranges Qur’anic words to achieve rhetorical harmony between
the verse and his argument; occasionally, he alters individual terms to support his claims; at other times,
he interweaves different verses or interprets them through contexts outside their original revelation.
Moreover, he may adapt ambiguous terms of the Qur’an to meanings resonant with his mystical
perspective.

Conclusion

Guided by his unigue mystical orientation, ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani does not confine himselfto eutward
verbal structures. He deems both verbal and semantic alteration of Qur’anic verses legitimate when
employed to affirm his intended meaning, harmonize a verse with the surrounding discouse,of elucidate
a concept. In some instances, such alterations may stem from reliance on'memoryswhen quoting verses.
Others propose that certain changes result from discrepancies in Quffanic manuscripts or from
misreadings due to handwriting and transcription errors. Nevertheless, his modifications cannot be
classified as distortions of Qur’anic influence of the “dissolution” type; he refi@ins from manipulation
that would disrupt the structure and coherence of the sacred text.

His interventions are not ornamental embellishments nor@due tofpoetic constraints—since his works are

prose—but rather stem from rhetorical intentions grounded in“mystical epistemology. The distinctive
feature of his intellectual system—his *habit-breaKing* attitude—casts its shadow over his Qur’anic
approach. He believes in humanity, truthiessence, consciousness, and a reality beyond form and words;
and for reflecting such transcendence, he seeks aid from-anpalternative mode of expression. Having
created a unique inner and spiritual relationship with God/free from conventional boundaries, he thus
allows himself verbal and conceptualliberty in his engagement with the Qur’an.

Keywords: Language, ta’'wil (esoteric interpretation), Qur’anic alterations, Persian works of ‘Ayn al-
Qudat Hamadani.
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