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One of the rhetorical devices in classical Persiampoetry is “clagification

after ambiguity”’-a technique by which the/poet firstiereates-a deliberate
obscurity, thereby stimulating the reader’s reflection, and then gradually
elucidates the intended meaning,4thus deepening the expressive and
persuasive power of the verse. Khaqant-ye Sharvant, one of the foremost
figures of the Azerbaijani style, demonstratgs an exceptional mastery in
employing this device. HiS Dvangprovides ample ground for the
manifestation of such teehnique, for the inherent complexity and density
of his style<particularfy the frequent use of numerical symbolism-calls for
a gradual process of explicationsto convey multilayered concepts. The
Keywords: neglect of this rhetorical characteristic by some commentators has led to
Classical Persian Poetry; interpretive infaccuracies in explaining certain verses of Khaqgani.
Divan of Khaqant; Rhetorical - Aqopting an ifductive and analytical approach, the present study aims to
Devices; Clarification after . . . . .
Ambiguity show that understanding this technique can play a pivotal role in the
interpretation, commentary, and teaching of intricate classical texts.
Specifically, in the study and exegesis of Khaqani’s poetry, recognition
of this device facilitates a more accurate comprehension, prevents
superficial or erroneous readings, and enables a more transparent
peteeption of the poet’s depth of meaning and rhetorical craftsmanship.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the fundamental yet subtle rhetorical devices in classical Persian poetry is idiah bad al-ibham
(clarification after ambiguity). In this technique, the poet deliberately creates an initial ambiguity to
engage the reader’s intellect and interpretive participation, and subsequently unfolds the intended
meaning through gradual and staged clarification. Beyond its aesthetic function, this device plays a
crucial role in semantic deepening, textual coherence, and rhetorical effectiveness. Among poets of the
Azerbaijani school, Khaqani of Shirvan occupies a distinctive position in employing this technique, as
the compressed language, intricate imagery, dense intertextual references, and multilayered structure of
his poetry necessitate meaning to be revealed not directly but through suspensé and progressive
elucidation.

One of the most significant tools Khaqani employs to realize this rhetorical strategy is the use of
numbers. In Khaqani’s Divan, numbers do not function merely as quantitative markers; rather, they
serve as semantic, structural, and rhetorical elements that often generateqmitial ambiguity and
subsequently enable clarification through descriptive and imagisticiexpansion. Nevertheless, a
considerable portion of Khagani’s commentators, owing to theipmieglect of this rhetorical mechanism
and their excessive reliance on fixed symbolic interpretations of numbersshaveiproduced superficial or
even erroneous readings of difficult verses. Accordingly, [the/present/study aims to examine the
relationship between the rhetorical device of clarification’ afterambiguity and the use of numbers in
Khagant’s poetry, proposing a more precise and nuaneed approach-to interpreting his complex verses.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative approach and employs an inductive—analytical method. In the first stage,
classical rhetorical sources and’relevantitheoretical texts are consulted in order to define rdah ba d al-
ibham as a subtype of amplification (imab)and to clarify its position within the framework of classical
rhetoric. Subsequently, through a close reading of" Khaqgani’s Divan, verses in which numbers play a
central role in generating ambiguity and facilitating subsequent clarification are systematically identified
and selected.

In the next phase, authefitative commentaries on Khaqgani’s poetry are critically examined, focusing on
the commentators’ interpretive approaches to these verses. The primary criterion for evaluation is the
extent toavhich these:commentaries’acknowledge—or overlook—the rhetorical function of clarification
after ambiguity and its interaction with numerical expressions. Additionally, in order to demonstrate the
broader applicability of thisyhetorical device in classical Persian poetry, a limited comparative analysis
of selected examples from poets such as Anvar and “Attar is conducted. This comparative perspective
allows for a distinetion’between the general rhetorical function of the device and Khaqani’s distinctive
and creative application of it.

Discussion

The findings of this study indicate that Khaqant systematically employs numbers to create an initial,
meaningful ambiguity, which is later clarified through the sequential arrangement of images, attributes,
and states. In this process, numbers often function as rhetorical frameworks rather than precise
quantitative indicators. Expressions such as panj-niisk (five draughts), haft Aal (seven states), or panj
arkan (five pillars) initially present semantic indeterminacy and acquire clarity only through subsequent
verses and the broader thematic context of the gasida.

The examination of Khaqani’s commentaries reveals that many commentators, by treating numbers as
fixed symbolic references—such as automatically associating the number five with the five daily prayers
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or the five senses—have neglected the poet’s structural clarification process. This oversight has, in
several cases, resulted in interpretations that are incompatible with the semantic coherence and thematic
focus of the poem, particularly in Khaqani’s lyrical or mystical qasidas. By contrast, a rhetorical analysis
grounded in clarification after ambiguity demonstrates that the poet himself frequently elucidates the
intended referents of numerical expressions—albeit with flexibility rather than strict numerical
correspondence—within the unfolding structure of the poem.

Another significant finding is that Khaqani does not necessarily adhere to exact numerical equivalence
between numbers and their referents. Instead, numbers serve a meaning-generating and organizing
function. Consequently, clarification after ambiguity in his poetry operates not through mechanical
enumeration but through an interconnected network of successive images and experiential states. This
feature attests to the poet’s intellectual sophistication and his acute awareness of the rheterical potential
of language.

Conclusion

The results of this study demonstrate that the rhetorical device of clarification after ambiguity constitutes
one of the key interpretive tools for understanding Khaqant of Shirvan’s peetiy, with numbers playing
a central role in its realization. Through the deliberate use of numerical expressions, Khagani constructs
an initial atmosphere of ambiguity and suspense, which he subsequently ‘resolves through gradual
semantic expansion, guiding the reader toward a multilayered andsprofound understanding. Neglecting
this rhetorical mechanism has led to notable interpretive deficiencies{in certain commentaries on
Khaqant’s Divan.

This research further indicates that the intersection of rhetoric and numerical symbolism offers
considerable potential not only for the afalysis of Khagani’s poetry but also for the critical reading and
pedagogy of challenging classical texts. The proposed approach may serve as a methodological model
for the critical reassessment ofstraditional commentaries/and for interdisciplinary studies spanning
rhetoric, semantics, and literary symbaolisms

Keywords: Clarification after Ambiguity; Numbers; Rhetoric; Khagani’s Divan; Classical Persian
Poetry
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