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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to identify factors affecting the development of
indigenous and local games in Khuzestan Province based on students' perspectives.
This research is a descriptive-correlational type that was conducted in the field. The
statistical population consisted of 527 male and female students, of whom 357 were
selected using cluster random sampling. To collect data, the questionnaire on
indigenous and local games by Andam et al. (2015) was used. The validity of the
questionnaire was confirmed by 12 sports management professors, and its reliability
was 0.79 using Cronbach's alpha. Data analysis was performed with data analysis
software using structural equation modeling and AMOS software. The research
findings showed that the factors affecting the development of indigenous and local
games in Khuzestan Province, in order of importance of beta coefficients, are:
Organizational factors (0.95), cultural factors (0.79), managerial factors (0.62),
environmental factors (0.54), intrapersonal factors (0.27), and psychological factors
(0.14).Organizational factors (0.95), cultural factors (0.79), managerial factors
(0.62), environmental factors (0.54), intrapersonal factors (0.27), and psychological
factors (0.14).Therefore, according to the research results, it is suggested that in
order to increase people's participation in these games, attention should be paid to
creating attractiveness, pleasant experiences, reducing mental and physical barriers,
and increasing skills. Therefore, according to the research results, it is suggested that
in order to increase people's participation in these games, attention should be paid to
creating attractiveness, pleasant experiences, reducing mental and physical barriers,
and increasing skills.This requires collaboration between families, local
communities, schools, and cultural institutions.By paying serious attention to these
factors, we can help in the sustainable development of indigenous and local games
and preserve them as part of the cultural identity of society, especially Khuzestan
Province.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Indigenous and local games are essential for preserving cultural heritage and identity, fostering social
cohesion, and supporting sustainable development amidst globalization (Fallah et al., 2019; Hedayatnia et
al., 2024). Rooted in community traditions, these games promote cognitive, social, and emotional growth
in children, aligning with Piaget and Vygotsky’s theories, while encouraging teamwork, responsibility, and
cultural knowledge transmission (Mehta, 2025; Muliadi & Asyari, 2024). In Khuzestan Province, their
cultural diversity enhances their educational and social value (Fabian et al., 2024). Research highlights their
positive impact on students’ social development, mental health, motor skills, and physical fitness (Aliriad
et al., 2024; lIchizadeh et al., 2021; Keshavarz & Mohammadzadeh, 2022). However, declining youth
interest due to digital entertainment, insufficient planning, and limited resources pose challenges (Andam
et al., 2015; Astuti et al., 2022). Digital technologies, including Al, offer solutions for documentation and
promotion, while integrating these games into educational curricula and leveraging technology can counter
globalization’s impact and enhance public awareness (Balay-as et al., 2023; Singh & Kumar, 2024).
Strategic interventions are crucial to ensure these games continue to strengthen cultural identity, social
bonds, and individual well-being.

METHODOLOGY

The present study was applied in terms of purpose; quantitative in terms of data type and descriptive in
terms of data analysis method of correlation. The study population was students of Shahid Chamran
University of Ahvaz, 357 of whom were selected as the statistical sample of the study using cluster random
sampling method and the research questionnaire was sent to them for completion. The research tool was
the questionnaire on barriers to the development of indigenous and local games (Andam et al., 2015). This
guestionnaire consists of 31 items that include the components of managerial barriers, psychological
barriers, organizational barriers, environmental barriers, cultural barriers and intrapersonal barriers. The
face and content validity of the questionnaire has been confirmed by experts.

RESULTS

The study on factors influencing the development of indigenous and local games reveals that six primary
factors—managerial (mean 3.64), psychological (mean 2.69), organizational (mean 3.81), environmental
(mean 3.44), cultural (mean 3.90), and intrapersonal (mean 3.29)—all positively impact development,
except for the psychological factor, which has a lower significance (p=0.039). Organizational factors
exhibit the strongest influence, with a one-standard-deviation change resulting in a 0.95 standard-deviation
increase in development. Cultural factors have the highest mean (3.90), while psychological factors have
the lowest (2.69). Data distribution is generally normal, with skewness within the £1 range.
The measurement model demonstrates a good fit, evidenced by a normed fit index (0.90), goodness-of-fit
index (0.92), root mean square error of approximation (0.05), and chi-square to degrees of freedom ratio
(2.00), confirming the model's validity. At the item level, all relationships are statistically significant with
over 99% confidence. Key items include municipal attention (path coefficient 0.87) for managerial factors,
lack of shyness (0.74) for psychological factors, information and advertising (0.86) for organizational
factors, suitable facilities (0.80) for environmental factors, media support (0.81) for cultural factors, and
sufficient motivation (0.77) for intrapersonal factors, each showing the highest explanatory power within
their respective domains.
These findings indicate that organizational and cultural factors play the most critical roles in developing
indigenous and local games, while psychological factors are less influential. Key items such as institutional
support, effective advertising, environmental infrastructure, media coverage, and individual motivation
significantly drive each factor. Overall, strengthening organizational infrastructure, enhancing media
support, and fostering individual motivation can significantly advance the development of these games,
with the study’s model proving statistically robust and reliable.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
The study investigates factors influencing the development of indigenous and local games in Khuzestan

province from the perspective of students at Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz. These games, deeply
rooted in regional culture, traditions, and customs, are passed down through generations, requiring simple
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tools and local settings. They serve as entertainment while fostering cultural identity, social cohesion, and
the transmission of local wisdom and values (Bhattacharjee & Somnath, 2024; Rakhman et al., 2024). The
research highlights their importance in preserving cultural heritage, enhancing individual creativity,
strengthening social bonds, promoting economic opportunities, and supporting cultural diversity,
contributing to the social and economic stability of the province.

The findings identify six key factors influencing the development of these games: managerial,
organizational, psychological, environmental, cultural, and intrapersonal. Organizational factors are the
most impactful, with a path coefficient of 0.95, indicating that a one-standard-deviation change in these
factors leads to a 0.95 standard-deviation increase in development. Key indicators include specialized
human resources, budget allocation, effective advertising, training programs, and positive managerial
attitudes, aligning with studies emphasizing structured management in sports development (Andam et al.,
2015; Mousavi et al., 2022; Sugrue, 2004). Organizational structures, supported by governmental and non-
governmental institutions, ensure sustainability and growth by integrating cultural values and adapting to
modern contexts. Research by (Mulia, 2022) and (Waicang et al., 2024) underscores the importance of
effective organizational design and leadership for maintaining cultural practices and community stability.

Cultural factors, with a mean score of 3.90, are the second most influential, encompassing media support,
awareness of the games’ psychological and physical benefits, cultural promotion, and parental knowledge.
These align with findings by (Muliadi & Asyari, 2024), who highlight the role of indigenous games in
preserving cultural heritage and transmitting values, and (Morején Calixto et al., 2024), who emphasize
their contribution to cultural identity and social cohesion through shared experiences. Additional studies
(Farahani & Mirsafi, 2024; Zhao, 2024) note that these games enhance problem-solving skills, encourage
teamwork, and facilitate intergenerational knowledge transfer. Managerial factors, including active
participation and support from officials, also play a significant role. The study’s measurement model
demonstrates a good fit, with a normed fit index of 0.90, goodness-of-fit index of 0.92, RMSEA of 0.05,
and a chi-square to degrees of freedom ratio of 2.00, confirming its validity. Overall, prioritizing
organizational and cultural factors, alongside managerial support, is crucial for promoting indigenous and
local games, ensuring their preservation and integration into contemporary society.
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Table 1. Cronbach's alpha values for the reliability of the research questionnaire
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Table 2. Results of the validity (construct) of the research variables
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Figure 1. Model for measuring factors related to the development of indigenous and local games
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Table 5. Results of the goodness of fit of the measurement model
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Table 6. Results from the findings of the measurement model at the factor level
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Table 7. Results of the measurement model findings at the item level of management factors

Az gblae b (Sl S lwbie] SBlpxil e 9o Ly,
abayl, 0l ceeV < 6.44 0.09 0.58 S08 < e Jalse
alayl, a6 ceeN < 10.90 0.08 0.52 SO7 < e Jelse
alayl, a6 ceeN < 10.97 0.09 0.57 S06 < oo Jelse
abayl, 0l ceeN < 11.90 0.11 0.78 S05 < e Jelse
alayl, a6 ceeV < 11.72 0.13 0.87 S04 < e elss
alayl, 05 fee < 11.68 0.13 0.86 S03 <o e Jelse
alayl, 05 fee < 11.59 0.14 0.85 S02 < fupoe Jelse
alayl, 05 cee < AAA 0.11 0.58 SOL <o e Jelse

' . Root Mean Square Error of Approximation (RMSEA)

Copyright ©The authors Publisher: University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran
This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0)



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

110 Oliwsli 9 Jles «J9l o lois “GJLQ.?_. Jlw WORI9 S g0 u.wb 4oliladgs Y¥ A

Solobme 4y 0oy A9 51 s liebsl mhaw b 20 o Julse (65 oslal Jow ol o dan a5 aao oo Lis Vo Jeus ol
Jlb oSl 5y 5l Wl )le i pae Jalse b basi o slaaysS a5 amd e lid 55kl culpd (5 loline ailosims; (sl
labaome )3 (dowe 5 (o092 Slasil @ 4z g (oo 5 (o Slasl Sl gt Colex (e g (o Slacsil )0 Gl
5 o9 Sl ke ) phiie 4ol 5 sl (BIS (lome 5 o3 SRS3L 4 Lasylo5d 4z 5 (RelStils (o lae) (5590
o)y 3 Gl 5 (AT 5 (50000 Dlitlns o j90> 5 oz gy HRS1S (e 5 (ot Dlisls 5 oo It S5z ¢ oo
cro b oo 5 (oo Sl lags oot 4z g5 455 wrd o0 (LS 58 Y Jevar @l ple (e 5 (oo slas b ploxl 0520

S ol (g s oy sS Lo (dloaSs Coli b oo beay o)l S0 pae Jelge a4 Gl |y pand o yiiion <AV e

A dale> S0 pae Jelse 1o Lo Byl HJAY oslailay (6 s slul coge 00l 53 468 0 JLre Bl

SELBgly) Jelss sloass wlaw )3 6 Sojll Jas slaasdly 5l Jol> bl A Jgua
Table 8. Results of the measurement model findings at the item level of psychological factors
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Table 9. Results of the measurement model findings at the item level of organizational factors
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Table 10. Results of the measurement model findings at the item level of environmental factors
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Table 12. Results of the measurement model findings at the factor item level
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