e

https://ihc.tabrizu.ac.ir/3, 1, 2026, 1-21. doi: 10.22034/1HC.2026.69250.1097 University of Tabriz
£9° 9 Jgl sarg sL31 50 Jgl camlogh ol 5 yp Glaxdho p gladlone
b g 3 Jlo oren~ access

A Deliberative Study of Shah Tahmasp I’s Artistic Concerns
during His First and Second Periods of Repentance

Roya Rezapour Moghadam ", Mohammad Ali Parghoo?

1. Department of Visual Arts, University of Tabriz Islamic Art, Tabriz, Iran.
2. Department of History, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran.

Received: 2025/09/21  Received in revised form: 2025/11/22 Accepted: 2026/03/18  Published: 2026/04/27

Abstract

The artistic considerations of Shah Tahmasp I, with a focus on negargari,
underwent significant transformations. These changes can be traced in Shah
Tahmasp’s Repentance, regarded as one of the most important intellectual
events

in his life, documented in historical sources under the years 939 and 963 AH.
These two historical periods and the changes between them represent a turning
point in Shah Tahmasp’s cultural and artistic policies, leading to modifications
in

his patronage and directives concerning the activities of painters, particularly
regarding the what and how of negargari at the court. This study considers
these two dates as the point of departure and addresses the following research
questions: During these two Repentances, what changes occurred in Iranian
negargari, and how did these changes manifest in the transition from the first to
the second Repentance? The study employed a historical-comparative
methodology based on textual and visual sources, with data collected from
library

resources and miniatures available on online databases. The findings indicate
that

during the Repentances, Shah Tahmasp adopted two artistic considerations:
colored and colorless. Based on these considerations, the nature of the
miniatures shifted from painting to galam-siyahi and from manuscripts to
single folios. This change resulted in a dominance of individuality and
colorlessness in the miniatures, which was not only aligned with the Shah’s
religious and ascetic ideology but also subtly removed multiple colors from the
miniatures, emphasizing their monochromatic characteristics.
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