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The poetic anthology numbered FY587, held in the Istanbul University
Library, has been identified as a selection of Persian poems from the work
of Abdolaziz Kashi, titled Rouzat al-Nazir wa Nuzhat al-Khadr. A
detailed examination of the content of this anthology confirms the
accuracy of this attribution. Although this manuscript differs from the
original Rouzat al-Nazr in aspects such as the number of verses and the
attribution of some poems, its foundation and structure are entirely based
on that book; to the extent that its chapter and section divisions
correspond exactly with the aforementioned work. No specific
transcription date is recorded for this anthology; however, since it was
copied during the author's lifetime, its approximate date can be attributed
to the first half of the 8th century AH (14th century CE). The orthographic
features of the manuscript also confirm this dating. This anthology
contains poems by 104 poets, with the highest number of verses belonging
to Sa'di, Kamal al-Din Esmail, Sanai Ghaznawi, and Abdolaziz Kashi (the
author). The present research, using a descriptive-analytical method,
comprehensively examines this anthology and its correspondence with
Rouzat al-Nazr wa Nuzhat al-Khatir.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Poetic anthologies are considered valuable literary resources that have had a significant impact on the
history of Persian literature. These anthologies play an effective role in introducing unknown poets,
identifying newly discovered poems, and determining the approximate timelines of poets' and writers'
lives. Another important merit of these anthologies is their compilation of exquisite selections from
the works of esteemed poets within coherent thematic chapters. However, these anthologies are not
without their flaws, and their examination and analysis require considering multiple aspects. These
include ensuring the correct attribution of poems, determining the historical boundaries of the
compositions, correcting scribal errors, and similar issues. Therefore, meticulous scrutiny and detailed
analysis of poetic anthologies are essential to derive beneficial literary and historical results from
them.

One of the most famous and important of these anthologies is Rouzat al-Nazir wa Nuzhat al-Khatir by
Abdolaziz Kashi, the compilation of which dates back to approximately the late 7th and early 8th
centuries AH (late 13th and early 14th centuries CE). This text contains both Arabic and Persian
poems by poets up to the 8th century AH.

The poetic anthology numbered FY587, preserved in the Istanbul University Library, constitutes a
version of the Persian poems from Rouzat al-Nazr wa Nuzhat al-Khatir. In this anthology, with few
exceptions, only the Persian poems of the poets are mentioned. The present research seeks to achieve
useful findings in this field by examining and comparing this anthology with the original version of
Rouzat al-Nazr wa Nuzhat al-Khatir.

Literature Review and Methodology

For the first time, Fritz Meier, in his book The Beautiful Mahsati, used the Anthology 587 of Istanbul
University to compile the quatrains of Mahsati. Later, Moein al-Din Mehrabi (see: Mehrabi, 1382 SH)
in his book Mahsati of Ganjeh and Mehdi Dehghan (see: Dehghan, 1399 SH) in The Quatrains of
Mahsati Dabir-e Ganjevi, citing Meier's work, quoted Mahsati's quatrains contained in this source.
Mirafzali, while using this source in compiling the quatrains of Afzal Kashani, considered it another
manuscript of Rouzat al-Nazir: "Another manuscript of Rouzat al-Nazr by Abdol-Aziz Kashani exists
in the library of Istanbul University (No. FY587), which only includes the Persian poems of
this Anthology" (Maraghi Kashani, 1404 AH, p. 184). Apart from these brief references, no further
information was found about this anthology. However, numerous studies have been conducted
regarding Rouzat al-Nazr wa Nuzhat al-Khétir.

One of these studies is an article titled "Bagh-e Nazar va Ramesh-e Del: Introducing an
Incomparable Anthology from the 7th Century" by Mehdi Nouriyan, Gholamhossein Sharifi, and
Morteza Rashidi Ashjardi, which, in addition to a general introduction of this Anthology, examines
unknown poets and analyzes a number of its existing Arabic poems (see: Nouriyan et al., 1386 SH:
37-62). The importance and credibility of Rouzat al-Nazir wa Nuzhat al-Khair is such that well-
known scholars in the field of Persian literature have relied on it to undertake the editing and
compilation of ancient texts. Seyed Ali Mirafzali, in gathering the book Khayyam's Quatrains in
Ancient Sources (Mirafzali, 1382 SH) and The Quatrains of Afzal Kashani (Mirafzali, 1404 AH);
Milad Azimi, in an article titled "Two Ghazals from Naser Bejeh Shirazi in the Divan of Hafez
Shirazi" (Azimi, 1395 SH, Bukhara, No. 111, pp. 366-419); and also Fritz Meier and, citing him,
Mehdi Dehghan in editing and compiling The Quatrains of Mahsati Ganjavi (Dehghan, 1399 SH),
have utilized the valuable data of this Anthology.
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This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and based on library studies, investigates the
poetic anthology FY587 in the Library of Istanbul University. The main focus of the analysis is the
study of this anthology itself, and subsequently, analysis and comparison have been carried out by
matching it with the version of Rouzat al-Nazr wa Nuzhat al-Khar.

Conclusion

Based on the chapter divisions and initial structure of the " Anthology of Istanbul University" (No.
FY587) and its correspondence with the version of Rouzat al-Nazir wa Nuzhat al-Khatir, and
considering that almost all the poems contained within it (with few exceptions) are in Persian, this
anthology can be regarded as the Persian section of Rouzat al-Nazr wa Nuzhat al-Khafr. Although
there are differences between these two manuscripts, these discrepancies are not significant enough to
overlook their integrated essence; in other words, the foundation of this manuscript is the same Rouzat
al-Nazr, and it cannot be considered separate from this text. This manuscript contains missing
sections, the absence of which is clearly observable in the lack of initial chapters. Although the
manuscript lacks a colophon (scribal date) and its final chapter is unavailable, based on the invocatory
phrases used by the scribe and its codicological characteristics, its date of transcription can be
estimated to be approximately between 713 and 738 AH.

Keywords: Poetry Anthology (No. FY587), Istanbul University, Rouzat al-Nazir wa Nuzhat al-
Khatir, Persian Poetry, Abd ol-Aziz Kashi.
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