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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Glossaries are primarily used as reference sources and are seldom
subjected to critical analysis. Examining such works provides a basis for
improving lexicographical .methodologies and enhancing the quality of
subsequent compilations. This study,*employing an analytical, critical,
and descriptive approach, focuses on Sarh-e Estelahat-e Tasawuf by
Sadeq Goharin. The ‘Objective is to analyze the content of the work in
terms of‘its system of references,.definitions, and poetic citations, as well
as to‘evaluate its formal structure-particularly entry selection, phonetic
transcription, and editorial * issues-based on both quantitative and
qualitative data. To this end, more than one thousand entries from the ten
volumes of the glossary were examined with precise statistical analysis.
The findings indicate accuracy in citations and the use of diverse sources
Keywords: across various fields of knowledge. Nevertheless, the absence of a
Glossary of Sufism; Goharing, DibDliOgraphy, incomplete references, obscure sources, and typographical
Term: Critical Review errors in entry titles are evident. Despite a reduction in irrelevant entries,
redundancy, inconsistent ordering, and unnecessary entry-making
persist. The definitions are generally elaborate, citation-based, and
supported by multiple examples; however, they are sometimes devoid of
mystical interpretation, ambiguous, difficult to follow, and lacking clear
boundaries between technical and non-technical terms. The poetic
evidence is extensive yet predominantly reliant on Rumi, with limited
diversity. In addition, certain inconsistencies in phonetic transcription
and editorial flaws are observed. Therefore, although Goharin’s glossary
of Sufism possesses numerous merits, it requires revision in several
respects.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Glossaries are fundamental tools for accessing the concepts of mysticism and Sufism. A systematic and
analytical critique of these works can enhance their scholarly credibility and clarify the direction for

future compilations. Sarh-e Estelahat-e Tasavvuf (Description of Sufism Terms), authored by Sadeq
Goharin, is among the most important and comprehensive works of mystical lexicography in
contemporary Iran. This ten-volume collection, comprising over )<Y+« entries, endeavors to gather an
extensive repertoire of Sufi terms and expressions based on authentic mystical, jurisprudential,
philosophical, and literary sources.The primary feature of this work is the author’s meticulous effort to
compile extensive evidence from both prose and poetic texts. In many entries,smultiple pages are
devoted to citing the sayings of masters, verses from Rumi, and reports from authoritative works on
Sufism. This comprehensiveness seemingly makes the book an unparalleled, resource for researchers;
however, it simultaneously raises questions regarding its functionality, coherencep,and” scholarly
criteria. The present study aims to examine this glossary from an analytical.and critical perspective,
focusing on its sources and references, entry selection, definitional method, use of poetic evidence, and
the system of transcription and editing. The significance of this_evaluation lies in.the fact that mystical
glossaries are not merely tools for accessing the meanings of words but also” constitutes part of the
scholarly and cultural memory of the Sufi tradition, and their shortcomings can influence future research
in the field.

Literature Review and Methodology

Despite the widespread recognitionfand use of Sarh-e Estelahat-e Tasavvuf, independent critical
research on the work remains limited. The most significant study is an article by Masoud Razavi,
published in (Y+1Y), which primarily offered a brief introduction rather than a systematic critique.
Beyond this, most references to the glossary.serve merely as citation sources, with few studies treating
the book itself as the main focus. This research.gap’obscures the true scholarly value and position of the
work within mystical lexicography.

The present study follows a descriptive—critical approach. All ten volumes were thoroughly examined,
and Y«<Y:o entries were extracted and analyzed from quantitative and qualitative perspectives.
Quantitatively, statistics were collected on the sources used, number of entries with definitions, use of
poetic evidence, and the ratio of citation to analysis. Qualitatively, aspects such as reference accuracy,
coherencenin entry arrangement; clarity and effectiveness of definitions, and transcription and editing
methods ‘were, assessed. This approach aims to provide a comprehensive picture of the glossary’s
strengths and shortcomings.

Theoretical framework

The present study draws on the criteria of modern lexicography. In particular, the perspectives of Sidney
Landau on the principles of dictionary compilation, as well as the standards of Battenberg and McMillan
for evaluating definition quality, have been adopted. These criteria include accuracy and diversity of
sources, coherence in entry selection, quality of definitions, user-friendliness, and clarity of language.
Furthermore, based on Hartmann’s theories on user needs, the study considers the importance of aligning
the glossary with its intended audience. This theoretical framework aims to analyze Goharin’s work not
merely within the context of the traditional lexicography of mysticism but also in light of international
scholarly standards.
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Conclusions & Discussion

The findings indicate that Goharin’s work exhibits both strengths and weaknesses:

Sources and References: The glossary draws on Y1 prose texts, demonstrating notable diversity across
Sufi, philosophical, theological, historical, and even medical and geographical works. However, several
significant shortcomings exist: the absence of a final index of sources, reliance on secondary texts,
incomplete or ambiguous citation of titles, and numerous typographical errors. These deficiencies not
only reduce the scholarly accuracy of the book but also complicate referencing and verification for
researchers.

Entry Selection: The arrangement of entries at the beginning of each volume and the listing of entry
titles at the top of pages are major advantages that facilitate searching. Yet, issues such as repeated
terms, inconsistencies in alphabetical order, and unnecessary independent entries.are evident. For
instance, dozens of compounds with “Ahl” or “Abd” are listed as separate entriesgwhereas.they could
have been organized under a main entry. Additionally, some general or ethical terms; such as ‘“Riya”
(hypocrisy) or “Gunah” (sin), which do not carry a specific Sufi connotation;are unnecessarily treated
as independent entries. This approach increases the volume of the work but reducesrits scholarly
efficiency.

Definitions of Terms: Definition-writing is central to any glossary, yet in this work, definitions are
mostly citation-based and derived from classical texts; approximately Y7 ofientfies consist solely of
quotations without analysis or linguistic simplification. Many definitions are repetitive or ambiguous,
failing to establish a clear semantic relationship between the‘term and its mystical concept. Some
definitions are excessively long, others overly brief. The lack of clearboundaries between technical and
non-technical terms further diminishes the book’s scholarly utility.

Poetic Evidence: Only Yo7 of entries include poetic evidence, over 4+ 7 of which is drawn from Rumi.
Consequently, other major poets such as Sanai, Attar, Hafezyand Jami are minimally represented. In
many cases, lengthy or loosely related verses are cited, redueing scientific focus. Additionally, the poet’s
name or source is sometimes omitted, or. secondary sources are cited. These weaknesses prevent the
glossary from fully reflecting the diversity and richness of Persian mystical poetry.

Transcription and Editing: The book’s transeription system follows classical methods and lacks
sufficient scholarly precision. About one-third of entries lack any transcription, and pronunciation
recording is inconsistent in some cases. Numerous typographical and spelling errors are also observed
in recording sources and-terms, occasionally altering meanings or creating ambiguity. These issues
indicate weaknesses, in editing and review, diminishing the work’s academic standing.

In conélusion, Sarh=e Estelahat-e Tasavvuf is a valuable and rich work that, despite its
comprehensiveness and ‘diversity of sources, requires revision in areas such as entry coherence,
reference accuracy, clarity of definitions, and diversity of evidence. This critique can serve as a basis
for improving future editions and as a model for compiling subsequent glossaries in the field of
mysticism and Sufism.
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