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Sohrvardi's Red Wisdom contains dramatic elements both in the form and
structure of the narrative from the Aristotelian perspective. The value of the
concepts, content, and meaning of this work can become a guide for performers
and writers in the field of drama and theater through the wisdom included in it
by Sohrvardi. This treatise, with its dramatic capacities, draws a journey that
guides a person in search of his individuality and in the direction of knowing the
existence, towards a truth that was once covered by darkness and hidden from His
eyes were far away. Elements such as plot ,conflict, character, dialogue, dramatic
time and etc. , which include the dramatic textual basis, can be evaluated in this
work with the knowledge of its eastern worldview. Time in narration
from Gennett's point of view is considered one of the main components that can
be analyzed to determine how an author narrates and advances his plot. The
modern aspects of Red Wisdom have had a profound impact on its writing style.
Retrospective and forward-looking narrative techniques play an essential role to
creating suspense and progression of the story and conveying the author's
message. The frequency of Singular and repeated narrative on one hand, and the
presence of negative acceleration in the effect and order continuity besides all the
components of Genet's theory, including centralization, on the other hand can also
be investigated in the Red Wisdom.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Classical literature, whether from the perspective of Aristotelian definition and structure, from a
narrative standpoint, or from various critical viewpoints, has always been a subject of reflection for
theater and drama. If we consider the origin and source of dramatic texts to be storytelling—as many
scholars believe—this origin, given the shared elements of dramatic and narrative literature, creates
unique capacities. Therefore, despite the distinctions between drama and theater, and while
acknowledging the fundamental philosophical and intellectual differences between East and West, the
profound influence of classical literature and its latent dramatic potential on contemporary dramatic
texts is undeniable. Indeed, the performative capacities of classical literary, philosophical, and
mystical texts may still be explored, reinterpreted, and rediscovered—whether through creative
adaptation and rewriting or through innovative yet faithful stage performances of the original works.

In The Red Wisdom (‘Aqgl-i Surkh), Suhrawardi presents a story in allegorical, symbolic, and
metaphorical form. In this narrative, the storyteller, through a tale, responds to a friend’s question
while simultaneously recounting a stage in his own spiritual journey—one that began when he was a
bird and has continued ever since. Referring to Gérard Genette’s theory, we may point to the play with
time, which concerns the relationship between the time of narration and the narrated time within the
text. The purpose of this play with time—intended as a “tale”—is to foreground the lived experience
of temporality. Revealing the interplay between the quantitative and qualitative dimensions of time,
which are bound to life itself, is one of the major responsibilities of poetic morphology.

Genette’s discussion on the temporality of narrative texts and the discrepancy between the time of
narration and narrated time is among the most far-reaching debates in narratology. In this regard, he
outlines three types of temporal relations: (1) chronological order, (2) duration of narration, and (3)
frequency of events.

In this study, we seek to examine the temporal techniques and components in the light of Genette’s
narratology.

Literature Review and Methodology

Suhrawardi’s The Red Wisdom (‘Agl-i Surkh) is one of the allegorical, mystical, and multifaceted
treatises of the Master of Illumination (Shaykh al-Ishraq). Philosophically and semantically, it is
composed under the influence of Peripatetic philosophy, the ancient Iranian Khosrowani wisdom,
Islamic mysticism, and Qur’anic teachings. Through its nonlinear progression and suspenseful
opening, the work engages the audience in a layered and intricate narrative. Especially after the
narrator’s encounter with the Old Sage, the text unfolds stages of spiritual journeying, self-knowledge,
and the narrator’s return to his essential human and ontological origin. This is accomplished through
truths embedded in the profound spiritual traditions of ancient Iran, coupled with mystical
epistemology and philosophical syntheses of the Avicennian type.

Thus, the treatise reveals within itself a capacity to be read and studied through multiple perspectives
and applied to various practical purposes, particularly in the realm of art.

Accordingly, this article adopts a narratological approach framed within structuralism, drawing
specifically on the ideas of Gérard Genette, the French structuralist theorist. By addressing and
expanding on Genette’s discussion of temporality—such as focalization and its three dimensions
(perceptual, psychological, and ideological), along with the issues of calendrical, sensory, and
affective time, and the concepts of order, duration, and frequency—we aim to extend these theoretical
tools to the entire narrative of The Red Wisdom. This enables us to derive insights that can provide
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fertile ground for employing this rich text in the composition of narrative scrolls (tamar s) for
storytelling traditions, or in the creation of adapted stories and plays.

To this end, in the literature review, we take a descriptive approach to outlining Suhrawardi’s
intellectual position and then the content of The Red Wisdom. In the analysis section, however, we
apply an inferential approach so that Genette’s theoretical components may serve as effective criteria
for examination. Subsequently, narratology and Genette’s theory are introduced to the extent
necessary, and within this framework we apply even the individual components of his threefold
temporal model—such as analepsis (retrospection), prolepsis (anticipation), future narration, past-
oriented narration, simultaneity, expansion, compression, pause, as well as single, repetitive, and
iterative frequencies—to our case study of The Red Wisdom, so as to reach a precise narratological
reinterpretation.

Conclusion

A dramatic work, with a specific purpose, aligns its characters with the subject matter in harmony;
through contrast and definition—which lead to recognition—it disrupts the balance of the characters’
lives and brings about disorder. A conflict then emerges so that the disrupted state may return to its
original form. The ensuing complications test the characters, trapping them in trials and errors that
generate suspense. As the drama expands and intensifies, the critical situation reaches its climax, and
tragedy unfolds. The outcome, shaped by this chain of events, conveys the central aim to the audience.
The Red Wisdom (‘Aql-i Surkh) possesses such dramatic and narrative capacities, particularly because
of the prominent role of temporal elements within the narrative. This makes it increasingly worthy of
attention from both readers and writers. Time, whether in its Aristotelian form or in its narrative form,
provides a foundation upon which intellectual perspectives on storytelling can expand—interweaving
Eastern meanings with Western forms and concepts.

Suhrawardi employs time in The Red Wisdom as a tool to disrupt linear sequence, introducing
ruptures through anachronies—whether anticipations or retrospections—to illustrate the seeker’s
journey toward liberation from worldly bonds. The story, told by a first-person narrator who acts as
focalizer for part of the tale, continues until another figure—the old sage within the narrative—appears
and assumes focalization in a different way. In the absence of Suhrawardi’s direct presence, the
perceptual, psychological, and ideological dimensions of the author/narrator are nevertheless conveyed
to the audience through temporal play.

The Red Wisdom functions, in a sense, as a metadrama and a narrative-within-a-narrative. In terms of
duration, order, and frequency, it possesses narrative features capable of influencing every reader
depending on their perspective of engagement with the work. This very structuring of temporal order
and duration—where much of the story unfolds within a compressed time span—imparts a kind of
negative acceleration to the narrative, though at times it operates in the opposite manner. The presence
and analysis of Genette’s concept of frequency within The Red Wisdom, beyond inspiring creative
approaches to reading for performance purposes, can also open pathways to understanding
Suhraward’s philosophy.

Thus, narrative time in The Red Wisdom surpasses story time; through focalization, it aids the author
in more effectively transmitting the deeper meaning and message embedded within the tale.

Keywords: Singular/ Repeated frequency, Red wisdom, Structure, Genette, Narrative, Time,
Negative acceleration.
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