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Abstract

Nasser Khosrow Qobadiani is one of the greatest and most influential
thinkers in Iranian-Islamic thought and one of the first critics of
Aristotelian philosophy. The function of reason in his thought is not
limited to Aristotelian argument. From Nasser Khosrow's perspective,
reason is the best creation of God, but it is a power that cannot be actualized
without the cultivation and guidance of the prophet. The real function of
reason is in the branches because, in his view, in the principles, one must
first imitate. So, at least he does not consider faith to be based on
arguments; because the argument is the product of reason and reason was
first cultivated by the Prophet and the Imam. At the heart of this theological
theory lies what we call negative theology. And what is meant by
“negation” is that reason is not absolutely sufficient in it, but rather
revelation is needed. In Nasser's view, perhaps the object of faith cannot
be proven with philosophical argument, but reason can still be used to
understand it. Just as Augustine considered faith necessary for
understanding, Nasser Khosrow also believes that one must first imitate,
then reach research. This position is one of the positions where Nasser
Khosrow's thoughts can be a source of inspiration.
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Introduction

Since Nasser Khosrow was both a skilled poet and has an important
travelogue, he is better known among literary scholars. Gradually, his
scholarly image came under this perspective, and his reputation changed
from that of a theologian and sage to that of a writer. This is despite the
fact that he is not a poet in the same sense that Ferdowsi, Sistani, and
Rudaki are poets. Nasser Khosrow's divan is philosophy and theology that
has been put into order. Perhaps it can be said in a sense that just as Mulla
Hadi's poetry is a vernacular of wisdom, not poetry, Nasser Khosrow's
Divan is also philosophy and theology, not poetry. Shahidi also believes
that Nasser Khosrow was a great theologian before being a poet. Poetry is
a means, not an end, for him (Shahidi, 1353: 8). This research attempts to
explain the position of reason in Nasser Khosrow's thought and to make
his negative theology a subject of discussion and research in this regard.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method based on library
research. Primary data are drawn from Nasser Khosrows®™ works and also,
related references have been used in this research.

Findings

Nasser Khosrow prioritizes imitation, meaning that he does not consider
faith to be based on arguments, because the argument is the product of
reason, and from his perspective, reason must first be cultivated, and its
cultivation is by the Prophet and the Imams. Although negative theology
denies the knowability of God, and on this basis the appropriateness of
language for talking about God, it does not reject religion, but rather any
type of negative theology is a comprehensive defense of faith. One might
even say that faith is a specific interpretation of negative theology
(Wildman, 2013: 767; Kenny, 2006: 441).

From Nasser Khosrow's perspective, reason is nothing without the
guidance of the Prophet or Imam. From his perspective, even if we believe
in wisdom, we must seek it from religion, and he does not believe in
wisdom separate from religion (Nasser Khosrow, 1390: 114; 1338: 47-48).
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Discussion and Conclusion

From Nasser Khosrow's perspective, reason is the best creature of God, but
it will not lead anywhere without cultivation. For this reason, it is necessary
for prophets to come to cultivate it. Nasser Khosrow's statement more
means that reason is a power that must be put into action, and this coming
into action will not be like its coming into action from the perspective of
philosophers and through the acquisition of knowledge, but rather
something external and different from that need, and it is the Prophet who
cultivates it with knowledge derived from revelation. In fact, from Nasser
Khosrow's perspective, the real function of reason is in the branches.
Reason, from Nasser Khosrow's perspective, has many limitations and he
tries to reveal these limitations. Therefore, like other Ismailiyya,
considering the difference between the world of creation and the world of
affairs, he believes that reason is related to the world of creation and its
access to the world of affairs and God is impossible. By taking a particular
reading of the intellect's need for a teacher and cultivation, he believes that
the intellect must first “imitate” (in a figurative sense, as opposed to habit)
in order to be cultivated and to be able to see the right path. Thus, he
develops a specific type of negative theology whose content is to
determine the limits of the intellect and the need for “imitation” in a
specific sense.
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