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Abstract

The problem of intellection has consistently occupied the attention of thinkers across diverse
domains of human knowledge, and Muslim philosophers have examined it from early periods
to the present. In his discussion of the various kinds of cognition, Allameh Ja'fari briefly
addresses the issue of the “voluntary deprivation of intellection.” The present study aims to
reexamine and philosophically analyze this problem with particular reliance on Qur’anic
verses. Data were collected through library-based research, and were analyzed by using a
descriptive-analytical method inspired by Qur’anic teachings. According to the findings,
intellection, in Ja‘'fari’s view, consists in conformity to a structured movement of thought
grounded in principles and laws that have been previously established and demonstrated. On
this basis, a set of factors is identified as impediments to voluntary intellection-obstacles that
hinder the human being from attaining inner self-cultivation, which constitutes the ultimate
telos of human perfection. The results indicate that the fundamental condition for human
responsibility is voluntary intellection. Accordingly, the human being is capable either of
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exercising his rational faculty by choice or of depriving himself of voluntary rational
cognition. In other words, intellection functions as a sign and manifestation of free will.

Key Words: Rationality, Rational Cognition, Free Will, Voluntary Rationality, Voluntary
Deprivation, Ayatollah Ja’fari

Introduction

The issue of the “voluntary deprivation of intellect” constitutes a fundamental problem in
philosophical anthropology and contemporary theological thought, as it clarifies the
relationship between reason, will, freedom, and responsibility. In the thought of Allameh
Mohammad-Taqi Ja'fari, intellect is not merely a theoretical faculty but a dynamic,
responsibility-generating reality intrinsically connected to the concept of the “reasonable life”
(hayat ma‘qal). From his perspective, the human being, endowed with intrinsic dignity and
ontological freedom, is capable either of actualizing the intellect or of depriving oneself of it
through various factors. This study investigates how, despite possessing intellect, human
beings may voluntarily distance themselves from genuine rational cognition.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method based on library research. Primary data
are drawn from Ja'fari’s works and related sources addressing intellect, will, freedom, and
moral responsibility. Qur’anic verses concerning reason, heedlessness, sealing of the heart,
imitation, conjecture (za'm), and inner temptation are also examined to clarify the scriptural
foundations of the argument. The final analysis is conducted through a systematic
reconstruction of Ja'fari’s conceptual framework and its relation to causality and human
ontological structure.

Findings

The findings indicate that Ja'fari distinguishes between two levels of intellect: the
instrumental level (serving natural life) and the higher level (serving the reasonable life).
Genuine intellection is defined as a conscious and purposive movement within the framework
of established laws governing reality. Any deviation from these laws constitutes a departure
from authentic rationality.

Voluntary deprivation of intellect does not stem from ontological deficiencies but from freely
chosen factors. These factors are classified into extrinsic and intrinsic categories. Among
them, variable intrinsic factors play a decisive role. The most significant include arrogance,
self-centeredness, disputation after recognizing truth, blind imitation, conscious self-
deception, acting against one’s knowledge, inner temptations, deceptive cognitions (pseudo-
arguments), conjectural certainty (za‘m), heedlessness, seductive appearances, and
undisciplined poetic perception. Furthermore, omission (failure to act) is itself morally
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accountable, since refraining from rational engagement constitutes a voluntary act. The
human “self” (the supervising ‘I’) directs and governs the will; therefore, one cannot attribute
intellectual deprivation to deterministic or external causes. Intellection is the sign of freedom
and the foundation of moral accountability, and its suspension remains causally linked to
human choice.

Discussion and Conclusion

In Ja'fari’s philosophical framework, intellect is essentially voluntary and responsibility-
bearing, elevating the human being from mere natural existence to the level of reasonable life.
Its realization requires awareness, vigilance, and commitment to the objective laws governing
existence. Deprivation of intellect results from deviation-whether deliberate or negligent-from
these principles and is therefore inseparable from ethical responsibility. The principal
conclusion of this study is that human beings possess both the capacity for intellectual
transcendence and the possibility of decline beneath authentic humanity; both trajectories
depend upon how freedom is exercised in the process of rational cognition. The ultimate
remedy for voluntary deprivation lies in adherence to demonstrative reasoning, avoidance of
blind imitation and conjectural bias, preservation of vigilance, and acceptance of causality
within thought and action. Thus, intellect is not passive reception but an active, conscious,
and accountable process that shapes the epistemic and moral destiny of the human.
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