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Objective: This study aimed to design and validate a responsive curriculum model for
the Bachelor of Education degree in first-level comprehensive universities in Iran.
Method: In this study, a sequential exploratory mixed research method was used
(qualitative approach of content analysis and quantitative approach of survey). The
participants in the qualitative part of the research were faculty members who were experts
and experts in the field of curriculum planning and experts in the field of higher education
and university planning, of whom 18 people were selected as a purposive sample. Also,
the statistical population in the quantitative part included all faculty members of the
educational science departments of the first-level comprehensive universities of the
country in the academic year 2022-2023, equal to 244 people, of whom 150 were selected
using the multi-stage cluster sampling method. The data collection tool in the qualitative
part was a semi-structured interview, and in the quantitative part, a researcher-made
questionnaire. For qualitative data analysis, thematic analysis coding method was used,
and for data validation, the King and Harrox method was used. For quantitative data
analysis, the statistical method of structural equation modeling using PLS software was
used.

Results: The findings of the qualitative section showed that a total of 142 primary codes,
32 basic themes, 11 organizing themes, and 4 overarching themes were identified,
including: "Responsive Curriculum Outcomes”, "Responsive Curriculum Strategies",
"Responsive Curriculum Development Barriers”, and "Responsive Curriculum
Development Facilitators". The results of the quantitative section showed that the model
presented for the curriculum of the Bachelor of Education course in the country's top
comprehensive universities includes the components that make up its structure, and
therefore the presented model has good validity and fit.

Conclusion: Any action and policy-making to move towards a responsive curriculum
requires a systematic and multidimensional view, taking into account all structural,
technical, strategic, cultural, and social elements and dimensions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Curriculum is one of the main areas and drivers of transformation and accountability of the university,
so it should be given more attention in the development and excellence of the university. The field of
educational sciences is not exempted from this, considering the many stakeholders and the significant
role and influence it has in the society. Despite the concern about responsive curriculum among
educational specialists, administrators, and leaders, a curriculum for the field of educational sciences
based on responsiveness criteria has not yet been presented in the form of a scientific and codified
model. In order to cover this scientific gap in the country, this research has designed and validated a
responsive curriculum model in the undergraduate course of educational sciences in first-level
comprehensive universities in Iran.

Method

To achieve the research objective, the researcher used a sequential exploratory mixed research method;
in this way, to identify the main factors of the responsive curriculum model and subsequently design a
responsive curriculum model in the undergraduate course of educational sciences, a qualitative method
of content analysis was used, and to validate the designed model in first-level comprehensive
universities in Iran, a quantitative method of survey was used. The participants in the qualitative part of
the research were faculty members who were experts and experts in the field of curriculum planning
and experts in the field of higher education and university planning, of whom 18 people were selected
as a purposive sample. Also, the statistical population in the quantitative part included all faculty
members of the educational science departments of the first-level comprehensive universities of the
country in the academic year 2022-2023, equal to 244 people, of whom 150 were selected using the
multi-stage cluster sampling method. The data collection tool in the qualitative part was a semi-
structured interview, and in the quantitative part, a researcher-made questionnaire. For qualitative data
analysis, thematic analysis coding method was used, and for data validation, the King and Harrox
method was used. For quantitative data analysis, the statistical method of structural equation modeling
using PLS software was used.

Results

The findings of the qualitative section showed that a total of 142 primary codes, 32 basic themes, 11
organizing themes, and 4 overarching themes were identified, including: "Responsive Curriculum
Outcomes," "Responsive Curriculum Strategies," "Responsive Curriculum Development Barriers," and
"Responsive Curriculum Development Facilitators.” Accordingly, the outcomes (including: personal
development, academic development, social development, and theoretical development of the
educational sciences discipline), strategies (including: developing the internal characteristics and
requirements of the curriculum and improving the curriculum design and development process),
inhibiting factors (including: structural constraints and barriers, institutional constraints and barriers,
and technical constraints and barriers), and facilitating factors (including: developmental factors and
contextual conditions). The results of the quantitative section showed that the model presented for the
curriculum of the Bachelor of Education course in the country's top comprehensive universities includes
the components that make up its structure, and therefore the presented model has good validity and fit.
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Conclusion

Based on the findings, universities and higher education institutions and the field of educational
sciences, in order to move towards a responsive curriculum, should consider a set of inhibiting and
facilitating factors in the formulation, development, and implementation of the curriculum of the field
of educational sciences, because the development of a responsive curriculum requires in parallel the
elimination of inhibiting factors and the strengthening and attention to facilitating factors; in addition,
any action and policy-making in this field requires a systematic and multidimensional view, taking into
account all structural, technical, strategic, cultural, and social elements and dimensions. Finally, it
should be noted that in designing and developing a responsive curriculum model, first of all, it is
necessary to recognize environmental and contextual conditions and factors, because many
environmental factors are beyond control and intervention and may play a deterrent role, but some
factors can be adjusted and changed to some extent. Therefore, secondly, an effort to establish a
connection between strategies and environmental conditions in order to coordinate and align
environmental conditions with the goals of the responsive curriculum and vice versa, adapting the goals
of the curriculum to the requirements, conditions, and environmental facilities can be helpful.
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