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Abstract
The emergence of ‘aja’ib-nigari (wonders-writing) was one of the trends that marked the decline of

geographical knowledge in the Islamic world. Unlike scientific geography and masalik-nigarT (itinerary and
route writing), which relied on travel and empirical observation of natural and human phenomena, this
intellectual tradition adopted a hadith-based and theological approach, focusing on the narration of marvels
and wonders of supernatural, natural, and human phenomena. Using the method of content analysis, the
present study seeks to answer the question of what subjects are addressed in the book ‘Aja’ib al-Makhlagat
wa Ghara’ib al-Mawjiidat by Muhammad Hamadani, and according to which approaches and objectives it
was written. This work is among the earliest comprehensive books of wonders written in Persian. It was
composed in accordance with a monotheistic worldview that emphasizes the interconnectedness and unity of
the components of the universe, as well as the epistemological approach dominant in Greek philosophy
concerning hierarchy, elements, and the natures of existence. The main subject of the book is the description
of marvels and wonders of phenomena and beings belonging to the celestial and terrestrial realms, based on
mythological, theological, and hadith-oriented approaches. Hamadani’s objective was to demonstrate the
legitimacy of the theological beliefs of the “People of Islam” in contrast to the views of philosophers
regarding spiritual and natural phenomena and the meaning of the universe. The findings of the study
indicate that the dominance of Sharia-oriented thought over naturalism, the prevalence of narrative and
transmitted methods over observation and field study, and the superiority of a theological approach over an
empirical perspective are among the epistemological characteristics governing ‘Aja’ib al-Makhlagat wa
Ghara’ib al-Mawjudat. In essence, wonders-writing represents a process in which religious, hadith-based,
and theological forms of knowledge came to dominate experimental and rational approaches to
understanding the universe.

Keywords: , Mohammad Hamadani, Seljuk era, writing about wonders, hadith approach, theological
approach.
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Extended Abstract

Books of wonders (‘aja’ib-namehs) constituted a distinct genre of natural,
geographical, and cosmographical encyclopedic writing that generally
adopted a mythological and narrative approach to describing marvels and
curiosities of the natural world, such as celestial forms, places, minerals,
plants, and animals .This intellectual tradition belonged to a branch of popular
quasi-scientific literature that narrated reports and stories of the wonders and
oddities of the world on the basis of transmitted accounts, literary and
mythological imagination, and popular beliefs. The emergence of wonders-
writing during the Seljuk period was meaningfully connected to the political
and intellectual transformations of this historical era. The establishment of a
political system and ideology grounded in Iranian kingship, Shafi'i
jurisprudence, and Ash‘ari theology (political-religious unity) within the
structure and policies of the Seljuk state led to an alliance and convergence
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between two social groups: bureaucrats and the people of the Sharia. The
peak of cooperation between these two intellectual and political trends was
manifested in the program for founding and expanding the Nezamiyeh
madrasas under the leadership of Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk Tusi, the vizier of
Sultan Alp Arslan and Sultan Malik Shah.

The consequences of this situation included the rise in social status of the
hadith-oriented and Sharia-based class and the dominance of an educational
system centered on narrative transmission. As a result of this intellectual and
cultural transformation, tradition and Sharia came to be regarded as the most
important sources of knowledge and understanding of nature, to the extent
that narration and transmission replaced observation and reasoning as the
most authoritative methods for attaining knowledge of reality and natural
phenomena. The emergence and spread of wonders-writing was one of the
clearest manifestations of the dominance of transmitted and theological
epistemological approaches over the empirical and field-based research
methods commonly employed in geographical writing. Muhammad
Hamadani is considered a prominent representative of the wonders-writing
tradition in the Seljuk period. In his works, including ‘Aja’ib al-Makhliigat
wa Ghara’ib al-Mawjudat, he addressed the marvels and curiosities of the
universe through a hadith-based and theological approach, employing a
narrative and popular style of writing. Research conducted on wonders-
writing in the Islamic world can generally be divided into two main
categories. One group of studies has focused on the overall development,
historical origins, and intellectual background of the wonders-writing
tradition in the experiences of Muslim thinkers.

The second group has adopted a monographic approach, examining a
single wonders-text in relation to the broader tradition of wonders-writing in
the Islamic world. Although the later and homonymous work ‘Aja’ib al-
Makhligat wa Ghara'ib al-Mawjidat by Zakariyya al-Qazwini (600—682
AH), a geographer of the Ilkhanid period, has been extensively studied by
scholars, no comprehensive research has yet been devoted to Hamadani’s
‘Aja’ib al-Makhligat or to the epistemological methods and approaches
governing it. In some existing studies, Hamadani’s ‘Aja’ib al-Makhliigat has
been examined from the perspective of specific themes and issues addressed
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in the text. Gholamrezabeygi and Soltaninia have discussed the description of
creation as presented in Hamadant’s ‘Aja’ib al-Makhliigat. Another study has
analyzed images and narratives related to strange creatures based on the “Tusi
manuscript of ‘Aja’ib al-Makhliigat.” Abolfazl Shakiba and colleagues, in an
article entitled “Structural Analysis of Two Narratives from Hamadani’s
Book of Wonders Based on Todorov’s Narrative Model,” examined two
mythological narratives from “Aja’ib al-Makhliigat using literary theories.
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