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Article Info ABSTRACT

Maryam Jahani is an author who has embarked on her fiction-writing journey in the past

two decades. Her debut novel, "This Street Has No Speed Bump," reveals her as a writer

Research Article with a social and sociological perspective, paying close attention to the realities of
everyday life and societal relationships. This novel presents a realistic narrative, primarily
focusing on women and the specific challenges and hardships they face in society.This
research, grounded in the theoretical framework of the Hungarian thinker and theorist
Gyorgy Lukécs, endeavors to analyze the novel "This Street Has No Speed Bump" through
the lens of characterization. The goal is to explore and explain the dimensions of the
protagonist's incompatibility with the surrounding world, as well as the obstacles and
limitations she encounters. The findings of this study indicate that the novel's central
character and narrator, whose primary challenge lies in confronting and combating
traditional beliefs and incompatible social norms, aligns with Lukécs' character archetypes.
The author portrays this character as a human being with flaws, problems, limitations, and
prohibitions in life. These results have been analyzed and explained under the headings of
character conflict, character and environment, character and other characters, character's
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Maryam Jahani can be considered a realist writer. This Street Has no Speed Bumps is her first novel
written with a social and feminist approach. Jahani has turned women’s issues and problems in the
Iranian society into a realistic narrative which is truly significant from a sociological perspective. The
main character of the story, Shohreh, who is also the narrator of the story, can be regarded as a
representative of a class of women in Iranian society. She travels in the opposite direction of what the
society wants from her, a decision which creates limitations and social problems in her life. There are
similarities between this character and Lukacs’ problematic hero in terms of their intellectual,
behavioral and psychological traits. Therefore, her existence, nature and performance can be analyzed
with the logic of sociology and feminism as well as with Lukacs’ theory of character.

Review of Literature and Methodology

As a prominent theoretician, Georg Lukacs is generally known for his Marxist and anti-capitalist
theories in the world of literature and literary criticism. He believes that the literary works that are
created by the capitalist and bourgeois mindset cannot be considered true literature. He identifies this
type of literature as devoid of popular characteristics and only favorable in the eyes of the capitalist
society. Lukacs believes that a true writer is the one who fights against the destructive effects of
capitalism in both culture and taste; in other words, a true writer is someone who is committed, avant-
guard and faithful to the social realities. Subsequently, Lukacs has provided us with a theoretical
framework for the sociology of literature and literary theory, or “sociological criticism”. Lukéacs
believes that only realistic works can reflect the social and historical realities deeply and accurately
and depict the human beings, the society and their relations properly. In his theories, Lukacs pays
much attention to fictional characters and the quality of characterization in novels, to the effect that
they become important elements in his theory. He introduces the “problematic character”, who is a
typical character and a “positive hero” in the framework of his theory for the first time. Problematic
character is an ordinary person who represents a social class and there is a deep conflict between
his/her internal and external worlds. The problematic character goes against the inhumane and false
contracts of the society and willingly moves in the path of resistance against social issues and
problems.

Discussion

The story of This Street Has no Speed Bumps happens in the traditional cultural context of the writer’s
hometown (the setting of the novel). The main conflict of the main character and the narrator of the
novel, Shohreh, is her struggles and fights with traditional beliefs and patriarchal customs of her
society. The character of Shohreh can be regraded as analogues to the patterns laid out by Lukacs
because the writer of the novel has pictured Shohreh as a human being with problems, issues and
limitations in her life and has tried to show the dimensions of her incompatibility with the environment
and the world in which she is living. In this novel, the anti-traditional conflicts of the main character,
Shohreh, and her environment, including the other human beings, contracts, relationships and social
norms are depicted in different stages. It is also shown that she has a rebellious spirit which stands
against incompatible affairs. Having such a resisting, adventurous and iconoclastic personality,
Shohreh experiences constant tensions and conflicts with the members of her family as well as with
her environment. In other words, Shohreh is not only in conflict with other people, but also with her
environment. The first manifestation of Shohreh’s conflict with her environment happens when she
defies her commitment to her cousin (her father’s brother’s son) for marriage. Another conflict



YF\  Readout and analyzing the novel ""This Street Has ... / Feyzollahzadeh, Baghinejad, Mohammadi

happens as a result of her marriage with someone who is not accepted by her family. Yet another
conflict arises from her family’s disagreement with her separation from her husband with whom she
has lived for several years. In the context of Shohreh’s family life, another conflict shows itself when
she chooses to work as a taxi driver. Lukacs regards these conflicts as symptomatic of bigger
sociological conflicts. In the framework of his theory, he regards the responsibility of the writer as
well as the character and the hero of the novel to be the revelation of these conflicts. Another
dimension of conflict in the novel This Street is the hero’s conflict with male characters, each of whom
represent a class of society and can have real counterparts in the outside world. Due to the feministic
concerns of the narrator of the story, all these men, who are present in the story with different reasons,
are subject to harsh criticism and insults as the narrator is always looking for excuses to express her
aversion toward them. It is shown in the novel that Shohreh’s identity is directly and indirectly created
by the historical conditions. She is an active character; therefore, she experiences identity crisis. In
order to fight the dominance of men, she disguises herself as a man and pretends to be a male and to
do male behaviors. Her pretention is a self-conscious act which stems from her individuality as well as
the sociological factors; therefore, it can be analyzed from both psychological and sociological
perspectives.

Conclusion

The writer of the novel This Street Has no Speed Bumps has chosen a woman, Shohreh, as her main
character and has put her in opposition to the relations and normative and social contracts;
consequently, while she has given her work a sociological overtone, she has also infused it with
feministic potentials and readings. In this novel which is created with a realistic approach, the
patriarchal structures, the restrictive traditions and the tendency to see women as commodity are
depicted in different forms; and the hero of the story is portrayed as having a social responsibility.
Shohreh’s social role and the sociological aspect of this novel on the whole create an environment in
the novel which can be best read and interpreted according to the perspectives and sociological ideas
of Georg Lukacs.

Keywords: Georg Lukécs, character, Maryam Jahani, This Street Has no Speed Bumps
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