Persian Language and Literature Online 1SSN: 2676.6770

SR

Former Journal of the Faculty of Literature Print ISSN: 2251-7979

University of Tabriz

Poetics of Emendation:
The Role of Reverse Iranology in Vahid Dastgerdi’s Emendation of
Nizami’s Poetry (Case Study: Haft Peykar)

Farshad Jalilpiran'®""', Majid Bahrevar"

). PhD and Independent Scholar of Persian Language and Literature. Iran. E-mail: fjalilpiran@gmail.com
Y. Visiting Professor at McGill University, Montral, Canada. E-mail: majid.bahrevar@mecqgill.ca

DOI: Y+, ¥YY ¥ é/perlit. Y Yo,1¢ 4V, FVYY

Article Info ABSTRACT

During the period of the Iranian Literary Society, the critiqueyand revision of texts
] were considered integral components of literaryresearch. Concurrently, Hassan
Research Article Vahid Dastgerdi, a poet, critic, and magazine, editor, published his literary studies
in two domains: theoretical and practi€alcriticism, withga”primary focus on the
Article history: works of Nizami Ganjavi in the magazine Armaghan. By examining his efforts to
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European orientalists forms the basis for discussing the theoretical advancements
made by textlal emendators. This skepticism, particularly after engaging with
Helmut Ritter’s scholarly-criticalyframework and meeting Jan Rypka at the
Ferdowsi,\Millennial Congress, highlights Dastgerdi’s reversal of orientation. The
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
During the period of the Iranian Literary Society, the critique and revision of texts were considered

integral components of literary research. Concurrently, Hassan Vahid Dastgerdi, a poet, critic, and
magazine editor, published his literary studies in two domains: theoretical and practical criticism, with
a primary focus on the works of Nizami Ganjavi in the magazine Armaghan. By examining his efforts
to revise Nizami’s Khamseh (Quintet) as a cultural asset, this study addresses the role of reverse
Iranology in the emendation and processing of literary texts. It demonstrates that Vahid Dastgerdi’s
skepticism toward the literary methods of European orientalists forms the basis fog, discussing the
theoretical advancements made by textual emendators. This skepticism, particulafly after engaging
with Hellmut Ritter’s scholarly-critical framework and meeting Jan Rypka  at th€ Ferdowsi’s
Millennial Congress, highlights Dastgerdi’s reversal of orientation. The gesearch“method jinvolves
qualitative content analysis, with data collected from old manuscriptss0f Haft Peykar(The Seven
figure) and its printed editions, as well as other relevant sources. The study_explores how Dastgerdi’s
national rethinking of the Khamseh revision in a European style, aligned with literary theory and
criticism in Armaghan, connects with themes such as “Vahid’s"mythical thinkifig as a poet turned
critic,” “the poetic nature of the Khamseh and the chaotic state ofllits manuscripts,” and “the
convergence of European scientific-critical tools with loeal traditions” during his time. This
intervention contributed to the localization of textual“critique andfrevision within Persian literary
heritage.

EE Y9

Literture Review and Methodology
Vahid Dastgerdi, the corrector ,0f Khamseh' Nizami, was a poet, critic, and editor of Armaghan

magazine during the transition from-the,Qajar to First Pahlavi era of Iran. Vahid began enemdation

and publishing Khamseh Nizami in Y4Y¥ for four years when he wanted to explain literary criticism

and critical examination of texts in contemporary period based on native poetics. It should be said that

Vahid prepared the ground, for emendation Khamseh from the year Y414, (\YAA AH) when he

launched Armaghan /magazine. \Lhe emendation of the Khamseh coincided with cultural renewal,
meetingS. with Edropean orientalists in Ferdowsi’s Millennial Congress, especially Jan Rypka, and
access tq his, Haft Peykarin coellaboration with Hellmut Ritter. He had emendated, Makhzan ul-Asrar,
Layla and“Majnun, and Khosrow and Shirin, based on the local tradition of correction. Now, by
reading Haft Peykar, corrected by Ritter, the first critical edition of Haft Peykar, he became familiar
with the European editing method. Vahid's emendation of Haft Peykar, with an awareness of the
European scientific method, incorporates local aesthetic taste. Furthermore, the present article draws
on the sociology of literature, particularly the theories of the French sociologist Bourdieu, and
Oscarpit's focus on the existence of the literary phenomenon and the network of literary exchanges,
explains Vahid's literary reality well.

Conclusion
Vahid's recursive mentality and mythological awareness formed the intellectual background for his

emendation of the Khamseh based on the totality of the first text and defining the text as a
mythological object. Also, the combination of correcting and literary criticism in Armaghan magazine
allowed Vahid to carry out the proofreading of Khamseh as a literary phenomenon in the network of
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literary exchange in three stages: introducing and identifying the system (production), emendation and
printing the Khamseh (distribution), and finally, delivering it to readers (consumption).

Vahid Dastgerdi's meeting with Rypka and his close study of Haft peykar of Ritter’s emendation
introduced him to the European emendation method and convinced him to involve taste in emendation
of Khamshe. the emendation of Nizami’s Khamseh by Vahid Dastgerdi is connected with
"Mythological awareness”, "the combination of textual criticism and emendation with literary
criticism”, and finally “the encounter of the Indigenous tradition of emendation with the European
correction method”. "Changing the emendation methods" and "using aesthetic taste" were Vahid and
Ritter-Rypka's strategies for solving the four problem of in emeandation of Haft Peykar.Finally it
shoud be said that “the abundance of manuscript “ and “the lack of attention to the aesthethics of
Nizami’s speech” are the main reasons for the failure of printed manuscripts after Vahid.

Keywords: Reverse Iranology, Vahid Dastgerdi, Nizami Ganjavi, Khamseh (Five:Romance|Poems),
Poetics, Emendation
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