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Abstract

One of the most important issuss in the philosophy of religion is the
discussion of the origin of religion. Various views have been expressed
about this; some who deny the divine and monotheistic religion do not
consider an origin for religion other than human factors and human
instincts, but according to the views of theists, religion is a divine order
and a comprehensive plan from Almighty God to guide mankind. In the
meantime, Karl Marx believes that religion teaches man to submit to the
conditions in society and the world in which man lives, and it makes people
unaware of the injustices they see around them and the society. Marx
considers religion as a product of the ruling class to dominate the weak
class of society. Marx's principles are in conflict with the theory of fitra,
which considers the basis of religion to be divine and claims that humans
are naturally inclined to religion. In this article, with a descriptive-
analytical method, an attempt is made to investigate and criticize Karl
Marx's sociological view on the origin of religion and criticize it from the
perspective of Shahid Motahhari. Marx's theory can be rejected with the
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history of religions, which started from monotheism, and it is against the
claim that we attribute a political origin to religion and consider it as a
factor for the exploitation of the weak class of society.

Keywords: Origin of Religion, Karl Marx, Theory of Fitra, Shahid
Motahhari, Religion, Politic

Introduction

Religion and religious beliefs have come into being since the day when
mankind came into existence, and the question of the origin of religion has
always been a fundamental question that every human being has faced, and
for this reason, it has received the attention of religious thinkers. There are
different views about the origin of religion, some believe that the origin of
religion is based on human instinct and material things. Others consider
human ignorance as the source of religion. Meanwhile, Karl Marx believes
that religion is comforting, but the consolation of religion does not give a
real solution, but by making the suffering tolerable and justifying it, it
prevents any real solution, thus helping to fulfill the conditions that create
suffering and oppression, and instead of changing the world, it strengthens
submission. According to Marx, religion is nothing but a tool for
politicians to control the weak class. Marx's view has always been
criticized by Islamic thinkers. In the meantime, Shahid Motahhari states
that contrary to what Marx stated, religions have always invited people to
confront and fight against oppression and have supported the oppressed
and fought against the oppressor.

Methodology

In this article, a descriptive-analytical method is used to analyze the views
of Karl Marx and then, it should be critically investigated from the
perspective of Shahid Motahhari.

Findings

Marx's religious insight and his theory about religion are part of his thought
system known as “Dialectical Materialism”. In building this system, Marx
was influenced by many thinkers, among them the ideas of two of his
contemporaries are prominent and decisive: Hegel's dialectic and
Feuerbach's materialism. According to Marx, religion is consoling, but the
consolation of religion does not give a real solution, but by making
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suffering tolerable and justifying it, it prevents any real solution and thus
helps to fulfill the conditions that cause suffering and oppression, and
instead of transforming the world, it reinforces submission. Religion, like
opium, makes it easy to bear suffering and by creating illusions and ideas
about the other world, it causes people's illusory happiness and suffocates
the motivation of any effort, and by misdirecting the anger and emotions
of the oppressed, which could be used to organize a revolution, it paralyzes
them, and by turning the dreams and hopes of the deprived to heaven,
alienates them from the earth (Marx, 2022: p. 67). According to Marx,
religion teaches man to submit to the conditions in the society and the
world in which man lives and makes him oblivious to the injustices he sees
around him and the society. He also justifies the opinion that there should
be inequalities in the society, including inequality in wealth and power,
and he shows that it is acceptable (Hamilton, 2013: p.140). Shahid
Motahhari believes that if religion wants to be current and alive among
people, it must also have some characteristics; one is that it should be in
human nature, and in the form of an inner desire, it should be rooted in the
depths of human nature and be rooted in it, or to be able to provide the
natural needs and desires of man so that it has such a place that other things
cannot fill its place (Motahhari, 2003: p.250).

Discussion and Conclusion

The discussion about the origin of religion is one of the important issues
of the philosophy of religion and new theology, which has caused many
discussions and different views have been expressed. On the basis of
dialectical materialism, Marx believes that religion is a product of the
ruling class. Marx was more intent on presenting a critique of religion and
analyzing aspects of it that served his particular purposes, that is, actually
presenting a critique of exploitation in class society and especially
capitalism in order to help overthrow it. Marx wrote less out of purely
academic interest and generally had political goals in mind. The
comprehensive analysis of religion did not help his political goals, and for
that reason, he only dealt with aspects of religion that were considered
obstacles in the direction of his goals. Therefore, Marx did not try to
provide a comprehensive analysis of religion.

Marx, who did not turn his hand in this matter, insinuated that what he said
about religion is related to the nature of religion, but it must be said that his
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opinion about this is a crude, one-sided, imprecise and simplistic opinion
that cannot be accepted, and Shahid Motahhari's theory of fitra (nature) is
far stronger and more substantiated than his point of view, which has a
rational and narrative (naqli) support, but Marx's point of view is in conflict
with obvious rational foundations and historical evidence.
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