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Objective :In recent decades, the rapid growth of urbanization and accelerated urban
development have led to numerous challenges and problems within urban spaces. These
impacts have been particularly evident in historical and central urban fabrics, resulting in the
deterioration of their original identity and a decline in residents’ sense of place attachment.
This issue manifests across multiple dimensions. Various approaches have been adopted to
address the challenges of historical urban fabrics. Among them, urban regeneration, as the
most recent approach, adopts comprehensive strategies aimed at enhancing urban spaces.
The present study aims to regenerate the Dabbaghan neighborhood, recognized as the
historical core and primary nucleus of Qazvin city, with an emphasis on improving its sense
of place attachment. Despite its distinctive architectural and urban characteristics, this
neighborhood suffers from physical and functional inefficiencies.

Methods: This study is applied in nature and adopts a quantitative approach. Data collection
methods include library research, document analysis, field studies, and questionnaire
distribution. Based on the neighborhood’s population and using Cochran’s formula with a
95% confidence level, a sample size of 362 respondents was determined. A one-sample t-
test was employed to analyze the significance of the weighted mean values. Furthermore,
after identifying the status of indicators within the neighborhood, strategies were formulated
and prioritized using the quantitative SWOT technique (QSPM).

Results: Key indicators and criteria affecting the enhancement of place attachment were
identified through a review of the theoretical literature. Five main criteria were defined:
individual, socio-cultural, environmental, economic, and physical-visual. Under these
categories, various indicators were specified, including individual characteristics, length of
residence, efficiency (access to services), land-use diversity, inclusiveness, security, trust,
community participation, comfort, green spaces and natural landscapes, investment, building
regulations, and self-sufficiency. A questionnaire based on these criteria was designed, and
residents’ perceptions were collected using a Likert scale. The results obtained from the
Internal and External Factors Evaluation matrices indicated that the neighborhood does not
possess favorable internal and external conditions; therefore, based on strategic management
principles, a defensive (WT) strategy was selected.

Conclusions:

Ultimately, the strategies were prioritized as follows: creation of vibrant public open spaces,
highlighting and revitalizing existing historical buildings, promoting mixed land use with an
emphasis on daily life and tourism-related functions, establishing a neighborhood center and
residential units, and developing local business environments. Based on these strategies, a
strategic framework and design-oriented solutions were proposed for the regeneration of the
Dabbaghan neighborhood.
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Introduction

In recent decades, the rapid growth of urbanization and the accelerated expansion of cities have given rise to
numerous challenges within urban spaces. These impacts have been particularly evident in historical and central
urban fabrics, leading to the erosion of their original identity and a decline in residents’ sense of place attachment.
This issue manifests across multiple dimensions. Various approaches have been adopted to address the problems
of historical urban fabrics. Among them, urban regeneration, as the most recent approach, proposes comprehensive
measures aimed at enhancing urban environments. The present study seeks to regenerate the Dabbaghan
neighborhood, recognized as the historical core and primary nucleus of Qazvin, with a particular emphasis on
strengthening place attachment. Despite its distinctive architectural and urban characteristics, this neighborhood
suffers from physical and functional inefficiencies.

Materials and Methods

This study is applied in nature and adopts a quantitative approach. Data were collected through the review of
upstream policy documents, library-based sources (to identify indicators and develop the conceptual framework
of the research), and a questionnaire-based survey (to assess residents’ level of place attachment) using a Likert
scale. The sample size was determined using Cochran’s formula with a 95% confidence level. Based on the
population of 6,185 residents in the Dabbaghan neighborhood, a sample of 362 respondents was estimated. A
simple random sampling method was employed. Following the design and formulation of items to measure the
research variables, the validity of the questionnaire was first assessed through consultation with 10 academic
experts and specialists. To evaluate the reliability (internal consistency) of the measurement instrument,
Cronbach’s alpha was applied. The calculated Cronbach’s alpha for the entire questionnaire was 0.844, indicating
an acceptable level of reliability within the studied framework. Finally, to examine the statistical significance of
differences in mean responses, a one-sample t-test was conducted using SPSS software. To formulate and prioritize
strategies, the SWOT technique combined with the QSPM (Quantitative Strategic Planning Matrix) method was
employed. Subsequently, action plans were defined under each proposed strategy.

Results

In this regard, the indicators and criteria influencing the enhancement of place attachment were identified through
a review of the theoretical literature. Five main criteria were defined: individual, socio-cultural, environmental,
economic, and physical-visual. Under these categories, a range of indicators was specified, including individual
characteristics, length of residence, efficiency (access to services), land-use diversity, inclusiveness, security, trust,
community participation, comfort, green spaces and natural landscapes, investment, building regulations, and self-
sufficiency. Based on these criteria, a questionnaire was developed to capture residents’ perceptions. The collected
data were analyzed in both descriptive and inferential sections. In the descriptive analysis, frequency statistics
were used, while in the inferential analysis, the t-test was applied. According to residents’ responses and
questionnaire analysis, the lowest levels of satisfaction were associated with the absence of a neighborhood center
and public squares, the lack of green spaces and urban furniture, insufficient diversity of land uses—particularly
service, healthcare, and sports facilities—low income levels among residents, lack of investment, and the absence
of development projects implemented by local authorities in the neighborhood. Subsequently, based on the
questionnaire findings, a strategic planning framework for the Dabbaghan neighborhood was developed to enhance
place attachment. The results obtained from the evaluation matrices indicated that both internal and external factors
scored below the average threshold (2.5), suggesting that the neighborhood does not enjoy favorable internal and
external conditions. Therefore, in accordance with strategic management principles, a defensive (WT) strategy
was adopted. Finally, five strategies were formulated to improve the existing conditions within the study area.
These strategies were prioritized using the Quantitative Strategic Planning Matrix (QSPM), and the most
appropriate strategic option was identified among the available alternatives.

Conclusion

Consequently, the strategies of creating vibrant public open spaces, highlighting and revitalizing existing historical
buildings within the neighborhood, promoting mixed land use through the development of functions related to
daily life and tourism, establishing a neighborhood center and neighborhood units, and enhancing the local
business environment were prioritized, respectively. Based on these strategies, a strategic framework and design-
oriented solutions were proposed for the Dabbaghan neighborhood. Drawing on these findings, the researchers
focused on defining spaces for residents’ gathering that align with their everyday needs, with an emphasis on the
historical elements of the neighborhood and by utilizing the potential of abandoned and derelict plots within the
urban fabric. With minimal demolition and setbacks, and while preserving the intrinsic characteristics of the fabric,
in addition to designing small-scale spaces at key s to form neighborhood units, a site within the neighborhood—
adjacent to its most prominent landmark (the Jameh Mosque)—was selected for the design of a vibrant, inclusive
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public space suitable for all age and gender groups. Furthermore, by defining appropriate land uses, activities, and
events in these centers—aligned with existing deficiencies and the daily needs of residents—efforts were made to
foster dynamism and vitality within the space.
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