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The Fourth Revolution, driven by data, has transformed not only the tools of
human life, but also the very foundations of human identity. This article,
drawing upon the anthropological dimensions of two distinct theoretical
frameworks—Heidegger’s existential analytic and Floridi’s philosophy of
information—argues that neither is sufficient on its own to provide a
comprehensive account of human identity in the digital world. The analysis
proceeds through three main axes: first, the horizon of identity, contrasting
“world” as the field of meaning with the “infosphere” as an informational
ecosystem; second, being-with, juxtaposing Heidegger’s Mitsein with human
coexistence alongside artificial agents; and third, temporality, comparing
existential temporality with the dynamism of data. The study shows that
Floridi’s notion of the inforg is powerful in accounting for the ecological and
networked layers of identity, yet it fails to account for the horizon of meaning
and temporality. Conversely, Heidegger’s Dasein can elucidate these
fundamental dimensions but remains silent before the computational and
networked complexities of the digital age. The outcome of this analysis is a
proposed “two-layered” model of identity in the digital world that moves
beyond data-driven reductionism and the limitations of classical existentialism,
without claiming to provide a complete explanation.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Since the inception of philosophy, the question “What is the human being?”” has occupied a central
place within metaphysical thought. Across classical systems, the “human” was conceived as a
distinct entity, the locus of meaning, and the source of order in the world. Within this framework,
it exercised a hegemonic role in ontology. In the twentieth century, this conception lost its
foundation amidst profound epistemological, ontological, and technological crises. One of the
earliest radical responses to this collapse appears in the work of Martin Heidegger, who through
the concept of Dasein, endeavors to conceive the human not as a being with a predetermined
essence, but as the one for whom the horizon of Being is disclosed. Along the same trajectory,
with the expansion of technology, artificial intelligence, and data-centricity, the question of the
nature of the human and its identity also emerges from the perspective of information philosophers.
Luciano Floridi, a contemporary philosopher of information, designates this transformation as the
“Fourth Revolution in the self-understanding of the human, “following the Copernican, Darwinian,
and Freudian revolutions. What he designates as the “Fourth Revolution” is not merely a
technological transformation, but an ontological shift. The human is no longer an independent,
transcendental subject; rather, the self has become part of the informational world in which it lives.
In this way, Floridi raises the very fundamental question of “What is the human?” from within the
context of contemporary technological transformations. Thus, both thinkers are engaged in a
reconsideration of “human identity” in the face of a fundamental transformation: Heidegger,
confronted with technology and the question of the meaning of Being; and Floridi, confronted with
the digital revolution and a data-centric existence. Based on this introduction, the present study,
focusing on the core concepts in the thought of both philosophers, aims to address the following
questions: What are the strengths and limitations of Heidegger’s existential—interpretive approach
and Floridi’s informational-ecological approach in explicating human identity, and which
dimensions of human identity do they reveal or leave unexamined? Which of these two
philosophical frameworks can provide a more adequate account of human identity?

Methodology

This study is organized on the basis of conceptual comparison and critical analysis. The
comparison is not conducted at the level of one-to-one concepts, but at the level of analytical
horizons, meaning that the core concepts within the two theoretical frameworks acquire
significance not in isolation, but through a dynamic tension with one another.

Discussion

Heidegger’s analysis of Dasein in the digital world demonstrates that the fundamental danger of
the digital world is not merely data management, but the constriction of existential possibilities:
the future is reduced to what is predictable, thereby limiting Dasein’s freedom to be otherwise.
This is an aspect that purely sociological or psychological approaches to human identity in the
digital world tend to overlook. From this perspective, the advantage of Heidegger’s framework is
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that it understands human identity in the digital world not merely as a “social construct” or a “data
profile,” but as an existential condition revealed across three core dimensions: Dasein (existential
self-understanding), Mistin (digital being-with-others), and temporality (future-oriented existence
or its reduction to algorithmic time). These concepts thus provide tools for a deeper and more
radical critique of human identity in the digital age. Although Heidegger’s existential framework
allows for understanding human identity in the digital world in terms of authenticity and
inauthenticity and in the tension between freely projected existence and its reduction to algorithmic
futures, it provides no tools for describing data-driven or algorithmic mechanisms. This very gap
underscores the necessity of engaging with Floridi’s conceptualization of the infosphere and the
inform.

Floridi seeks, by reducing the human subject to the inform, to compel us to reconceptualize
agency,identity and responsibility within a framework that transcends anthropocentrism. Despite
its explanatory power regarding the ecological and networked layers of human identity in the
digital world, Floridi’s information ethics suffers from two fundamental shortcomings. First, it
remains silent on the level of meaning, as the philosophy of information focuses primarily on the
distribution of data and its ecological relationships. Informs are defined within the data network,
yet their relation to the meaningful experience of living or the intelligibility of being remains
obscure. Second, it lacks adequate analytical tools to address temporality: Floridi’s model
concentrates on moments of information exchange and network dynamics, while neglecting the
historical and future-oriented structure of human existence. Another limitation of Floridi’s
information ethics is its neglect of the political-economic dimensions of the digital world.

Conclusion

The analysis demonstrated that Heidegger’s thought elucidates the horizon of meaning, projection,
and temporality, yet remains silent regarding the complexities of data and algorithms; conversely,
Floridi explains the ecological and networked mechanisms of identity, but is silent on the meaning-
generating and temporal dimensions of existence. The integration of these two approaches into a
two-layered model offers a pathway for understanding digital identity: an identity that, at a deeper
level, remains anchored in the horizon of meaning and possibility, yet, at the lived level, is
necessarily realized within the infosphere and the mechanisms of data. Furthermore, this model
demonstrates that the issue of digital identity is not merely philosophical or ethical, but is
intensified within the relations of power and data-driven capitalism. The “data gestalt” is not
merely a metaphorical image, but a reality that entails the risk of reducing the human to a calculable
node. Therefore, the safeguarding of human identity at the individual level requires the cultivation
of existential capacities, while at the institutional level it necessitates the design and oversight of
informational mechanisms. Ultimately, the defense of human identity in the Fourth Revolution is
not achieved through the denial of data and technology, but through a reconceptualization of the
human relationship with the infosphere and the redesign of data-driven life. The human of the
future, even if defined as an inform, can still remain Dasein: a being who lives within the network
but does not reduce its possibilities to it.
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