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Abstract
Urban culture in Iran is the result of a historical interweaving of power, religion, meaning, and

social structure, manifested through the material and symbolic forms of urban spaces. This
study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of spatial discourses, examining the processes of
continuity, transformation, and reconfiguration of Iranian urban culture across two historical
periods: before and after the advent of Islam. The main question explores how urban space, as a
stage for the representation of collective identity, has preserved and reinterpreted the
foundational elements of Iranian culture amidst religious and political changes. The research
employs a descriptive-analytical method, based on documentary data, historical texts,
architectural evidence, and theories from historical sociology. Findings indicate that pre-
Islamic cities such as Susa, Istakhr, Rey, and Ecbatana were shaped by royal discourse,
Zoroastrian rituals, and a hierarchical order, characterized by monumental, palace-centered, and
ritualistic architecture. In contrast, post-Islamic cities like Nishapur, Isfahan, Shiraz, and Tabriz
emphasized religious, mystical, and participatory discourses, becoming dynamic spaces for
civic life, worship, knowledge, and commerce. Nevertheless, cultural elements such as the
Persian language, Nowruz celebrations, Persian garden geometry, and ornamental arts persisted
and were reinterpreted within the Islamic framework. The study concludes that Iranian cities
have not undergone cultural rupture; rather, through multilayered spatial discourses, they have
succeeded in generating a hybrid and enduring urban identity.

Keywords: Spatial discourse, Urban culture, Pre-Islamic Iran, Islamic city, Historical
sociology
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