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Abstract

The importance of education is so great that the development of different states

and societies is a function of the developments in their education systems. One of the
most important programs of Reza Shah since the time of the Ministry of War for a new
Iran was education and training. The establishment of a new style school and the
development of culture in Urmia began in the late Qajar period, and gradually, with the
coming to power of Reza Shah, new schools were established one after another with
new teaching methods and teaching materials. This research, using descriptive methods
and data analysis using library and documentary sources, while explaining the status of
developments in the educational system of Urmia, examines Reza Shah's goals in
establishing new schools in Urmia. The research findings show that with the elimination
of religious education and the state-run ownership of schools, the educational system
was concentrated in the hands of the government. With the centralization and state-
runization of cultural organizations during the Reza Shah era, the private sector's
activity was greatly reduced, and the government became the only policy-making and

cultural agent. During this period, the government's instrumental approach to education

YA



in the nation-building plan, as well as its imposition of its desired intellectual and mental
elements on society, led to more budgets being allocated to the quantitative development
of education in the cities than in the past. Of course, a quantitative expansion of
education was inevitable, given the need to generalize the official language throughout
the country and to train individuals in line with the government's policies and ideas.
This system tried to make modern education a support for strengthening the
administrative bureaucracy and strengthening the foundations of the government. With
the establishment of new schools for girls and boys, the establishment of the Women's
Center in Urmia, and control of the educational network in the city through these
schools, the only policy-making and cultural agent in Urmia became the government's
tool to inject its desirable intellectual and mental elements into society, while also
building the nation.

Keywords: RezaShah , Education, New Schools, Urmia

\4



