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Objective: The main goal of this research is to measure and evaluate competitive
economic capabilities in the northwestern provinces of Iran.

Methods: The research method is descriptive-analytical in nature and applied in terms of
purpose, with data collection conducted through both library and field studies. The
statistical population of this research includes the provinces located in northwestern of the
Iran, specifically Ardabil, East Azarbaijan, West Azarbaijan, and Zanjan. The analysis of
the collected data was performed quantitatively using software such as EXCEL, Meta-
SWOT, and ARC GIS. To weight the criteria (including 25 economic indicators), the
Ordinal Priority Approach method was utilized, while the CoCoSo method was applied to
assess the existing conditions of the provinces and rank them. Finally, the Meta-SWOT
model was used to analyze regional competitiveness among the northwestern provinces
based on availability of resources and regional competitiveness.

Results: The findings of this research indicate that in examining the status of resource
availability in the four northwestern provinces of the country—East Azarbaijan, West
Azarbaijan, Ardabil, and Zanjan—East Azarbaijan is recognized as the leading province in
terms of economic development and industrial, mining, and transportation infrastructure.
Zanjan province, with its numerous capabilities in mining and transportation infrastructure,
ranks second. Additionally, according to the results of the Meta-SWOT model and the
identified effective resources and capabilities, East Azarbaijan ranks first among these
provinces in terms of resource availability and regional competitiveness, followed by
Zanjan in second place. Ardabil and West Azarbaijan are ranked third and fourth,
respectively.

Conclusions: The findings of this research, based on economic theories such as classical
economics, evolutionary economics, and economic geography, indicate that the influence
of environmental capabilities and potentials plays a very important and vital role in
enhancing the economic capacities of human societies.
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Introduction

The scope of this study focuses on the northwestern provinces of the country, which share many political, social,
cultural, and other characteristics. Each of these provinces has its own specific features and resources, which create
competitive advantages among them, including the provinces of Ardabil, West Azarbaijan, East Azarbaijan, and
Zanjan. Ardabil, with its rich natural resources and diverse agriculture, particularly in fruit and vegetable
production, has high potential. West Azarbaijan, with its shared borders with foreign countries and suitable water
resources, is recognized as an agricultural and industrial hub. East Azarbaijan, with a strong history in handicrafts
and processing industries, plays an important role in exports and industrial production. Zanjan, focusing on mineral
and metal industries, especially in the production of ceramic products and metals, has become known as one of the
country’s industrial centers. Overall, all four provinces have their own specific strengths and weaknesses due to
their diverse resources and economic capabilities, which can be considered in developmental and economic
planning. Accordingly, the main objective of this research is to examine the economic capacities and competitive
potentials in the northwestern provinces of the country, such that, while investigating these capacities and
potentials, it also analyzes the competitiveness of these provinces relative to each other to outline an overview of
their key capacities and potentials based on development and regional competitiveness. One of the distinguishing
features of this research from others is the use of a mixed research method, whereby the first part of the study
examines the statistical status of the potentials and capabilities of the northwestern provinces, and then, using the
Meta-SWOT analytical method, the competitiveness of these provinces relative to one another is assessed. In terms
of research data, efforts have been made to analyze the data based on the latest approved statistics from the
Statistical Center of Iran (2022). The main goal of this research is to measure and evaluate competitive economic
capabilities in the northwestern provinces of Iran.

Materials and Methods

The research method used in this study is descriptive-analytical in nature and is applied in terms of its objective.
Data collection was conducted through both library and field methods; reputable scientific sources such as research
articles and books were utilized for compiling the literature and theoretical framework. Additionally, statistical
yearbooks, authoritative documents, and expert questionnaires were used to gather basic and statistical information.
The scope of this study comprises the provinces located in the northwest of Iran, including Ardabil, East
Azarbaijan, West Azarbaijan, and Zanjan. The analysis of the collected data was performed quantitatively using
software such as EXCEL, Meta-SWOT, and ARC GIS. Initially, the current status of the provinces under study was
assessed based on the research criteria, followed by an examination of the ranking status of these provinces using
the CoCoSo method. Subsequently, based on the current state of the criteria and expert opinions, the capacities and
capabilities of the provinces under study in terms of regional competitiveness were identified. Finally, using the
collected information and the Meta-SWOT maodel, regional competitiveness among the provinces in the northwest
of the country was analyzed based on resource availability and regional competitiveness. The weighting of the
criteria in this research was conducted by experts in urban planning, geography, and regional planning, by OPA,
which is one of the latest multi-criteria decision-making methods.

Results

The findings of this research indicate that in examining the status of resource availability in the four
northwestern provinces of the country—East Azarbaijan, West Azarbaijan, Ardabil, and Zanjan—East
Azerbaijan is considered the leading province in terms of economic development and industrial, mining, and
transportation infrastructure among the other provinces. Zanjan province, with its numerous capabilities in
mining and transportation infrastructure, ranks second. Ardabil and West Azarbaijan provinces, positioned as
third and fourth, require more attention in the fields of industrial, financial, and agricultural development.
Overall, East Azarbaijan has a better status than Ardabil and West Azarbaijan due to its industrial development,
gross domestic product, and optimization of credit performance, while Zanjan benefits from a high ratio of active
mines, per capita value of mineral production, and the presence of dense transportation infrastructure. This is
also confirmed by the findings of the CoCoSo model, which shows that according to the results of this model,
East Azarbaijan ranks first with a score of 2.669, Zanjan ranks second with a score of 2.424, Ardabil ranks third
with a score of 1.765, and West Azarbaijan ranks fourth with a score of 1.723. Additionally, according to the
results of the Meta-SWOT model and the identified resources and effective capabilities, East Azarbaijan is
ranked first among these provinces in terms of resource availability and regional competitiveness, followed by
Zanjan in second place, while Ardabil and West Azarbaijan rank third and fourth, respectively.
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Conclusion

The northwestern provinces of the country, recognized as areas with high economic potential, possess diverse
capacities for competitiveness. These provinces, endowed with rich natural resources such as fertile soil and
water, provide opportunities for the development of agriculture and food industries. Additionally, the
geographical location of these provinces serves as a gateway to neighboring countries, creating suitable
opportunities for trade development and the export of local products. Given the existing transportation
infrastructure, including communication routes and rail networks, the facilitation of goods and services exchange
is enhanced. Furthermore, the presence of a young and educated workforce in these provinces is another
competitive advantage. The development of knowledge-based and technological industries can contribute to
improved productivity and increased competitiveness in these regions. Moreover, considering recent investments
in the tourism sector, the northwestern provinces have favorable opportunities to attract both foreign and
domestic investments. Ultimately, with proper planning and collaboration between the government and the
private sector, it is possible to enhance the economic competitiveness of these provinces and create the
groundwork for sustainable growth and development.

Keywords: Economic Capacities and Potentials, Competitiveness, Regional Development, Northwest of the
Iran.
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