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Sustainability is a process that will eventually lead to economic vitality and sustainability,
social health, and environmental quality. In the sustainability process, however, the
integrity of various components and dimensions is characterized by social values and
priorities. This will gain more significance when combined with the place at which
residents feel comfortable, i.e., housing, as they spend most of their time living and taking
rest at this place. That said, it is quite crucial to pay attention to housing technical and
modification affairs which would promote sustainability. The goal of this study was to
investigate the relationship between realities and perceptions about housing sustainability
in the Urmia City’s neighborhoods. To this end, the research synthesis method was used to
identify sustainable housing indicators in four social, economic, bio-environmental, and
physical dimensions. Then, subjective and objective data were obtained from related
methods. In the end, the Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to measure the
relationships. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient results showed a positively significant
relationship between the subjective and objective indicators of housing sustainability in
Urmia neighborhoods, though the relationship varies in various components. While the
effect of some housing sustainability components is highly insignificant, there is a direct
relationship between objective (reality on the ground) and subjective (residents’
satisfaction) in all Urmia neighborhoods.
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Introduction

A neighborhood is a key part of the urban fabric that contributes to establishing urban social life, which is
specifically dependent on urban planning and neighborhood sustainability. In the twentieth century, most
emerging theories discussed a residential neighborhood as a key component of the urban fabric, viewing it as a
solution to resolve various urban issues such as urban management, social interaction, healthcare, welfare, as
well as semantic and identity dimensions, among others. To achieve a sustainable neighborhood, the primary
condition is to focus on residential units, which account for over 70% of neighborhoods. Sustainable housing
significantly contributes to family stability, social and economic growth, and public safety, especially by
promoting the cultural level and psychological comfort of family members. From a sustainable point of view, a
review of the housing status in various neighborhoods has indicated the significance of residents’ viewpoints and
the reality on the ground considered subjectivity and objectivity, respectively. This is because if housing-related
welfare and modification measures are not based on residents’ viewpoints in residential neighborhoods, it may
cause people to abandon their neighborhoods or even migrate to other places while jeopardizing their identities.
For this, housing modification measures should adapt to residents’ viewpoints in residential neighborhoods. This
article investigated the significance of the relationship between residents’ viewpoints and objectivity on the
ground in various urban neighborhoods in the city of Urmia.

Materials and Methods

This applied study fell under quantitative and qualitative research. The qualitative section of the study applied
the research synthesis technique to identify appropriate housing sustainability indicators. After the indicators
were obtained using Confirmatory Factor Analysis, the relationship between indicators and factors was
confirmed. Following the identification of the indicators using the research synthesis technique, the quantitative
section of the study collected data through a questionnaire as a research tool. To investigate the validity of the
research tool, the questionnaire was confirmed by Urban Development and Geography (Urban Planning)
professors, while its reliability was calculated using Cronbach’s alpha. The statistical population sampling was
carried out using the Cochran formula, with a total of households residing in three neighborhoods comprising the
samples under study. After data were collected and quantified, the Pearson Correlation Coefficient was used to
finally investigate the relationship between objective and subjective indicators. Analyses were performed using
SPSS19 and ArcGis10.8.

Results

To provide a comprehensive analysis of the research subject, from each of the planned, unplanned, and old
neighborhoods of Urmia City, a representative neighborhood was selected as follows: The Haft Asiab
Neighborhood (the old neighborhood) located in the old fabric of the city of Urmia; the Hakim Nezami
Neighborhood (the unplanned neighborhood) located in western Urmia, and the Behdari Neighborhood (the
planned neighborhood) located in southern Urmia. After identifying the indicators using field surveys, the
objective indicators identified and satisfaction with them were considered as subjective indicators.

In the Haft Asiab neighborhood (the old neighborhood), after data were combined, social distribution,
economic distribution, physical distribution, and bio-environmental distribution held block averages of 4.08,
2.39, 245, and 2.03, respectively. The neighborhood’s central part had medium but other parts had weak
sustainability. The average housing sustainability of the neighborhood was 2.81, which was weak. According to
the Pearson Correlation Coefficient, the relationship between the objective and subjective components of
housing sustainability in the Haft Asiab neighborhood was positively significant. It is concluded that promoting
the social, economic, physical, and bio-environmental components directly increased residents’ subjective
satisfaction. Compared to other components, the economic and environmental components exhibited a weak
status with coefficients of 0.391 and 0.272 being below 0.4.

In the Hakim Nezami neighborhood (the unplanned neighborhood), after data were combined, social
distribution, economic distribution, physical distribution, and bio-environmental distribution held block averages
of 3.41, 1.98, 2.35, and 1.78, respectively. From a sustainability point of view, the neighborhood’s eastern part
had medium but other parts had weak sustainability. The average housing sustainability of the neighborhood was
2.93, which was weak. According to the Pearson Correlation Coefficient, the relationship between the objective
and subjective components of housing sustainability in the Hakim Nezami neighborhood was positively
significant. It is concluded that promoting the social, economic, physical, and bio-environmental components
directly increased residents’ subjective satisfaction. Compared to other components, the environmental
component exhibited a medium status with a coefficient of 0.487 ranging from 0.4 to 0.6.
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In the Behdari neighborhood (the planned neighborhood), after data were combined, social distribution,
economic distribution, physical distribution, and bio-environmental distribution held block averages of 3.95,
2.64, 3.78, and 3.21, respectively. From a sustainability point of view, all parts of the neighborhood had weak
sustainability. The average housing sustainability of the neighborhood was 3.53, which was medium. According
to the Pearson Correlation Coefficient, the relationship between the objective and subjective components of
housing sustainability in the Behdari neighborhood was positively significant. It is concluded that promoting the
social, economic, physical, and bio-environmental components directly increased residents’ subjective
satisfaction. Compared to other components, the environmental component exhibited an insignificant and close-
to-zero status.

Conclusion

All planned, unplanned, and old neighborhoods of Urmia City held higher-than-average social housing
sustainability scores; however, the scores were higher in older neighborhoods, where old and elderly residents
live, with planned and unplanned neighborhoods taking the next ranks. In terms of economic sustainability, all
neighborhoods suffered from multiple problems and required urban planning. Physically, the old fabric suffered
from numerous physical problems due to its urban decay structures, whereas the unplanned fabric experienced a
better physical status, and the planned neighborhood had a good status. From a bio-environmental point of view,
all neighborhoods did not report an appropriate status, except for the planned neighborhood. It was concluded
that while the effect of some housing sustainability components was insignificant, there was a direct relationship
between the objective (the reality on the ground) and the subjective (residents’ satisfaction) components. A
review of studies indicated that planned, old, and unplanned neighborhoods ranked first to third in terms of
housing sustainability, respectively.
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