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The pattern of rhyme arrangement is derived from the rhymes in Hafez's ghazals
that end with the indefinite Ya (0,55 <), relational Ya (cews b), infinitival Ya ( b

yi—as), and verbal Ya ( 1 <L). This research aims to answer the following

questions: Is there a method or pattern for reading rhymes formed with different
types of -Ya in Hafez’s poetry? What is the nature of this rhyme arrangement? By
answering these questions, the study seeks to achieve its primary goal: a more
accurate and precise reading of rhymes in Hafez’s poetry. The findings
demonstrate that in Hafez’s ghazals, only the rhymes formed with the indefinite -
Ya appear consistently and uniformly, without mixing with infinitival or
relational rhymes (a total of 36 ghazals). In contrast, neither relational forms
(with relational -Ya) nor infinitives (with infinitival -Ya) are ever used
exclusively as rhymes in any ghazal. The main reason for the incompatibility of
the indefinite -Ya with the relational and infinitival -Ya is the difference in
pronunciation and phonological structure among these three forms.
Approximately 13 ghazals may pose challenges or lead to misreadings for some
readers and students of Persian poetry. However, it is evident that the difficulty in
reading does not apply to everyone. This research attempts to offer a model for
reading rhymes in poetry—especially in ghazals— with the goal of establishing a
principle or standard that can be applied to the reading of all poets' works. The
important rhymes (with indefinite Ya) that may be subject to misreading or
difficult reading include: Folani, Ravani, Javani, Niknami, Tamami, Xosh-
xarami, Digari, Xodkami, Homayi, Xomari, and Tamashayi.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Proper recitation of Persian poetic verses is one of the key responsibilities of Persian speakers,

especially professors and students of Persian literature. Developing and presenting a model for reading
rhymes can serve as an educational and research principle in the field of Persian language and
literature. Rhymes in poetry may have various syntactic, semantic, phonetic, and morphological
structures. The syntactic structure of rhymes does not affect their reading difficulty. However, the
semantic structure of rhyming words can significantly influence their accurate recitation and
pronunciation—for example, the semantic structures in phrases like “bar darand (s, ,,)” / “bar darand

(&l > »»)” and “darman and (! -k,») / “dar manand (wl ,)”, or “axer Sod (as ,31)” in ghazals 161 and 188.
Reading difficulty in phonetic structure can be addressed in two ways. Either it relates to the
semantic interpretation of a word, such as “axer Sod (15 »1)” meaning “eventually passed” (“Sod” (.s)

as a complete verb) or “became the end” (“Sod (13)” as a linking verb)—see ghazals 161 and 188—or

it concerns the reading of the word in its archaic form.

By morphological structure in rhyme words, we mean the formation of infinitives, verbs, adjectives
(with -Y as relational suffix), and indefinites (with the -Y indefinite marker at the end of words). Since
the morphological form of words has always determined their phonetic structure, the inability to
identify and distinguish their morphological construction can lead to incorrect or flawed recitation.
Thus, extracting a model and logic for rhyme arrangement can not only help identify their
morphological forms but also aid in their phonetic interpretation.

Review of the Literature
Numerous books and articles have been written about rhyme and its diverse roles and functions in
poetry, and some of these works specifically focus on "rhyme in Hafez's poetry." However, most of
them address poetic techniques, rhyme-related musicality, and phonological structure, rather than the
morphological construction of rhymes—particularly those involving the indefinite -Y, infinitive -Y,
and relational -Y suffixes.

Discussion

The structural (morphological) pattern of rhymes in the poetry of great Iranian poets from Sanayi to
Sa’eb has consistently followed a unified methodology. Hafez’s poetry adheres to this same linguistic
and structural model. The pattern of thyme arrangement in Hafez’s ghazals includes:

A. Relational adjectives (with the relational -Y suffix): There is no ghazal in which all rhymes are
consistently constructed using relational adjectives.

B. Nouns/Infinitive derivatives (with infinitive -Y): No ghazal contains rhymes consistently using the
infinitive form.

C. Indefinite rhymes (with indefinite -Y or unity marker):

Indefinite Y + infinitive -Y + relational -Y + 2nd/3rd person singular verb -Y

2. Indefinite -Y + infinitive -Y + relational -Y

3. Indefinite -Y + relational -Y + 2nd/3rd person singular verb -Y

4. Indefinite -Y + relational -Y

5. Indefinite -Y + infinitive -Y

None of these five rhyme structures appear in Hafez’s ghazals.

6. Indefinite -Y + infinitive -Y + 2nd/3rd person singular verb -Y: This rhyme pattern occurs in
only one ghazal.
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7. Indefinite -Y + 2nd/3rd person singular verb -Y: This type of rhyme, using an indefinite word
alongside a verb form, occurs in only one ghazal (ghazal 426).

8. Pure indefinite rhyme:

The only rhyme pattern in Hafez’s poetry that appears consistently and without combination with
other -Y types (infinitive or relational) is the indefinite -Y. Thus, the model of rhyme arrangement for
indefinite -Y is its non-combination and separation from other -Y types within a single poetic
structure. Any exceptions to this are due to various reasons, such as poetic necessity, ambiguity or
duality of meaning in the rhyme word, exceptional phonetic resemblance (pronunciation), etc.
Whereas there is no ghazal in which rhymes are consistently formed with the infinitive -Y or the
relational -Y, Hafez’s Divan includes 36 ghazals in which all thymes are formed with the indefinite -
Y. The rest of the ghazals use a combination of various -Y types. The main reason why indefinite -Y
does not rhyme with the relational or infinitive -Y within a single ghazal lies in their differing
pronunciation and phonetic structures.

Approximately 13 ghazals may present reading challenges or lead to misreading of rhymes for some
readers and students of Persian literature and poetry. Examples include:

“Folani — Ravani — Javani”: A major reason for reading difficulty or misreading of such words is the
difference in their morphological and phonetic use, as well as their colloquial usage. In spoken
language, people tend to pronounce them according to popular usage. In Hafez’s poetry, all three are
used as indefinites, but modern readers may unconsciously read “Folant” and “Ravani” as relational
adjectives. (See ghazals 108, 120, 242)

“Niknami — Tamami — Xo$xarami”: While all three can be interpreted as infinitives, the rhyme
arrangement pattern (with indefinite -Y) indicates they should be read as indefinites. (See ghazals 335, 461)
“Degari”: It is often pronounced as a relational adjective in everyday speech, but the rhyme structure
indicates it should be read as an indefinite. (See ghazals 394, 74)

“Xodkam1”: The rhyme arrangement in Hafez’s ghazals confirms that this rhyme in ghazal 460 must

be read with an indefinite -Y, not an infinitive -Y.

There are other rhymes where misreading is less likely but still possible in some cases—such as
“Homay1”, “Xomari”, and “Tamasay1” in ghazals 121, 183, 368, 471, and 481—which should be read
with indefinite -Y according to the rhyme pattern.

Conclusion

The rhyme arrangement pattern derived from Hafez’s ghazals includes rhymes with indefinite,
relational, infinitive, and verbal -Y suffixes. Based on this, it is established that only rhymes with the
indefinite -Y occur consistently and exclusively (in 36 ghazals) without mixing with other -Y forms.
No ghazal has rhymes consistently formed with either relational or infinitive -Y. The main reason for
the incompatibility of indefinite -Y with relational and infinitive -Y is the difference in their
pronunciation and phonetic structures. About 13 ghazals may present reading challenges or lead to
misreading for some readers or students of Persian poetry. Notable rhymes (with indefinite -Y)
potentially prone to misreading include “Folani, Ravani, Javani, Niknami, Tamami, Xo$xaramf,
Degari, Xodkam1”, etc.

Keywords: Rhyme, -Y suffix, indefinite, infinitive, relational.
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