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Literature and calligraphy, as two abstract-imaginary systems influenced by each
other, with centuries-old associations and interactions and many structural
commonalities in form and appearance, both arise from social-historical macro-
trends that lead to the change of society's standard taste; However, a detailed
analysis of the works of calligraphy and literature elites leads us to the surprising
conclusion that the most common structural features between these two fields can
be found in the works of calligraphers and poets who were not contemporaries.
These inconsistencies are sometimes seen in examples such as Hafez and Mir
Emad, with a gap of more than two centuries, and sometimes in evidence such as
Saeb and Darwish with a gap of about a century. The present interdisciplinary
research in a descriptive-analytical way, for the first time by uncovering the
existence of this non-history, relying on the element of exaggeration, seeks to
answer the problem and explain the quantitative aspects of this time difference.
According to the results of this research, although the social developments of
each period give the same characteristics to literature and calligraphy, the speed
of the effect of these developments on the elements of language and calligraphy,
which are the primary materials of literature and calligraphy, is not the same And
always the representation of social developments and taste captures of the society
occurs in the realm of sounds and word-meaning constructions of literary works,
faster than the world of forms and constructions of shape-mode of calligraphy
works.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Literature and calligraphy, as two abstract-imaginary systems influenced by each other, with centuries-

old associations and interactions and many structural commonalities in form and appearance, both
arise from social-historical macro-trends that lead to the change of society's standard taste; However, a
detailed analysis of the works of calligraphy and literature elites leads us to the surprising conclusion
that the most common structural features between these two fields can be found in the works of
calligraphers and poets who were not contemporaries. These inconsistencies are sometimes seen in
examples such as Hafez and Mir Emad, with a gap of more than two centuries, and sometimes in
evidence such as Saeb and Darwish with a gap of about a century. According to the present
interdisciplinary research which for the first time has uncovered the existence of this temporal
asymmetry, although the social developments of each period give the same characteristics to literature
and calligraphy, the speed of the effect of these developments on the elements of language and
calligraphy, which are the primary materials of literature and calligraphy, is not the same And always
the representation of social developments and taste captures of the society occurs in the realm of
sounds and word-meaning constructions of literary works, faster than the world of forms and
constructions of shape-mode of calligraphy works. The works of great figures such as Morteza Qoli
Soltan Shamloo and Darvish Abdul Majid Taleghani, both of whom were poets and calligraphers, are
among the best case studies in researching this issue.

Literature Review and Methodology

Works written in the field of literary history and stylistics of poetry and prose, or the history of
calligraphy and calligraphy styles, have also addressed the impact of social changes on literature and
calligraphy. Among the most important works in this field are the book History of Literature in Iran,
by Zabihullah Safa (1976) and the book A Brief History of Calligraphy and the History of Calligraphy
in Iran by Ali Rahjiri (1966). In the field of articles, Ziauddin Sajjadi in his article "Poetry in the
Context of Social Changes" and Abdullah Faradi in his article "Calligraphy and Social Changes" have
analyzed and examined the aforementioned topic. Many valuable works in both the fields of literature
and calligraphy can be mentioned as examples of such valuable research, but the structural comparison
of literature and calligraphy, finding rhetorical similarities between formal and linguistic texts, and
most importantly, discovering the distinction between literature and calligraphy in internalizing social
changes and explaining the reasons for this structural distinction, is an interdisciplinary research that
has been analyzed for the first time in the present article. Considering the objectives of this research,
which is to compare the structural adaptation of the two systems of writing and language and compare
the speed of transformation of these two systems in the face of social changes, the authors first
developed similar structures with respect to the rhetorical system prevailing in the two areas using a
deductive approach, and then, using an inductive approach, carefully observed the details of the
transformation of each after each specific social change and analyzed them completely and finally,
relying on library searches, classifications, pattern finding, ideation, and deconstruction, they have
taken steps towards proving the research hypotheses.

Discussion

Linework in calligraphy, like language in poetry and literature, has its own eloquence and rhetoric, and
the structural and aesthetic interactions between these two fields date back more than a thousand years.
In the first centuries of the Hijri calendar, the eloquence of structures and compositions was the focus
of attention of calligraphers, poets, and advanced literary writers more than anything else, but as time
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passed, rhetoric gained increasing importance in the aesthetics of calligraphy and language and the
reliance of later works on rhetoric and its sensory functions in the system of textual connotations has
led to the creation and spread of the secondary and preferred order of poets and calligraphers in the
text, and has led to the expansion of imaginative associations of states and meanings and an increase in
artistic ambiguities. Apart from this gradual and continuous change, other changes have also affected
literature and calligraphy in some periods, suddenly and intermittently, due to historical and social
developments and the importance of some artistic elements. Perhaps what seems surprising about the
process of these changes can be discussed with the paradoxical interpretation of "literature and
calligraphy, non-contemporaries.” The term "non-contemporary" in this interpretation means that the
aforementioned changes in the field of calligraphy appeared decades after their appearance in the field
of literature. Despite the structural correspondence between literary works and calligraphy in the
methods of exaggeration, there is no temporal correspondence, or more precisely, no synchronicity,
between exaggeration in literature and calligraphy, and its signs have appeared in literature more
quickly than in calligraphy. Thus, to understand the structural commonalities of literature and
calligraphy in the Safavid period, one should not compare the works of the greatest calligrapher of this
period, who is undoubtedly Mir Imad (961-1024 AH), with its greatest poet, who is undoubtedly Saeb
(1016-1086 AH). Rather, studies show that in a precise and correct comparison, Mir Emad's Nastaliq
has the most in common with the style of Hafez, and the Shastak of Dervish Abdul Majid Taleghani
(1150-1185 AH), whose life coincides with the era of Nader Shah Afshar, has the highest degree of
structural similarity with the Saeb style.

Conclusion

Based on the discussions of this research and the analysis of the objective evidence and documentation
presented therein, we arrive at the hidden fact that the internalization of social changes in literature is
faster than calligraphy and in fact, the works of poets and calligraphers of each period are not in the
same historical situation, nor do they arise from the same social developments. It is in a way that as if
they are contemporary, yet uncontemporary. Of course, the social developments of each period give
the same characteristics to literature and calligraphy at the same time, but the time required for these
developments to penetrate, settle, and manifest in the structural layers of literary works is much less
than in calligraphic works, and the manifestation of the aforementioned changes in the field of
literature precedes their emergence and manifestation in the field of calligraphy by decades.

Keywords: Literature, calligraphy, social developments, exaggeration, Shekaste- Nastalig, Indian style.
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