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Abstract

The overall objective of the current research was to qualitative analyze the factors
affecting the development of badminton in Kerman Province using the thematic
analysis process. The current research method is qualitative and practical from the
point of view of the objective, and it was conducted in the field using semi-
structured interviews. The statistical population of the current research included all
players, coaches, officials, veterans of badminton sport in Kerman province,
according to the report of the provincial badminton board, there were 120 people.
The sampling method was theoretical. Theme analysis was used in MAXQDA2020
software to identify and classify sub- and main themes. The findings showed that
24 sub-themes of the subcategory of 7 main factors: 1-managerial factor
(management structures at macro and micro levels, management policies,
evaluation, coordination, planning), 2-financial factor (solving financial problems,
budget allocation, attracting sponsors, welfare facilities), 3-infrastructure factor
(equipment and facilities, construction of sports facilities, maintenance), 4-
educational factor (education and training of expert and skilled trainers), 5-factor
Championship (honoring heroes and veterans, holding provincial and national
championships, elitism), 6-media factor (advertising, news coverage, information
and introduction) and 7-cultural and social factor (creating culture, raising
awareness, promoting sports culture, creating motivation) encouraging families);
The development factors of badminton sport in Kerman province. The results of
the research show that the development of badminton in Kerman requires a
comprehensive plan with stakeholder participation, infrastructure improvement,
education, culture building, and continuous monitoring to lead to sustainable
growth of this discipline through management, financial, and media solutions.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

The development process of this sport in most provinces, including Kerman province, has not been particularly
favorable and is facing many obstacles and challenges. The lack of necessary infrastructure and facilities such as
standard halls, equipment, and tools, the shortage of specialized and experienced coaches, the absence of long-term
strategic planning at the provincial and national levels, insufficient cultural awareness, lack of financial and media
support, cultural-social limitations, and, in general, the lack of a serious and scientific approach to this sport are among
the fundamental barriers to the development of badminton in Kerman province. Therefore, it is necessary to create the
conditions for the growth and development of this popular sport in Kerman province through precise and
comprehensive planning and the implementation of solutions such as the construction and equipping of standard halls
and sports complexes, training and attracting specialized coaches, increasing budgets and financial resources, holding
educational and promotional courses, motivating young people and adolescents, and promoting the culture of public
sports with an emphasis on badminton. Given the importance of planning for the development of various sectors,
including sports, the need for attention to this issue in our country, including Kerman province, is more important than
ever. Undoubtedly, one of the reasons for the underdevelopment of our country in the field of sports is the negligence
of officials toward this important issue and their subjective decision-making. Kerman has long been home to great
athletes in individual sports. The issue the researcher faces is that Kerman province lacks a well-defined and
operational plan for the development of competitive badminton. This sport, which is played professionally in Asia,
has both a recreational and competitive aspect, and people who come to learn it quickly become drawn to it. On the
other hand, Kerman, as one of the largest and most important provinces in Iran, with a large population and ethnic and
cultural diversity, does not have the necessary facilities to develop badminton. The lack of essential infrastructure,
including standard halls and sufficient equipment, is one of the main reasons for the lack of progress in this sport in
Kerman. Another factor affecting the development of badminton in Kerman is the inadequate education and training
in this sport. Due to the absence of experienced and professional coaches and the lack of training courses and
workshops, many enthusiasts are unable to learn the sport properly. Another issue contributing to the slow
development of badminton in the province is the lack of financial and supportive resources. Many individuals and
sports clubs cannot carry out their activities properly due to insufficient budgets, which in turn reduces motivation
among athletes. The lack of proper promotion and advertisement to attract young people and adolescents to the sport
of badminton is also another challenge. Advertising plays a significant role in attracting new athletes and building a
sports culture, but this is not done properly in Kerman. The lack of research and scientific studies on the factors
affecting the development of badminton is also a problem in Kerman province. Scientific research can identify these
factors more accurately and provide suitable solutions for the development of the sport. Undoubtedly, proper
management can contribute to the success of an organization and lead to development. Therefore, the question arises:
What factors influence the development of badminton in Kerman province?

METHODOLOGY

The research method used in this study is qualitative and applied in terms of purpose. It was conducted fieldwork-
style using semi-structured interviews. For data analysis, the thematic analysis method (Braun & Clarke, 2013), which
is widely used in qualitative research, was employed. This method identifies, analyzes, and interprets patterns within
data. It allows researchers to examine their dataset in an organized manner. The method consists of six stages: 1)
Familiarizing with the data, 2) Generating initial codes, 3) Searching for selective codes, 4) Forming subthemes, 5)
Defining and naming main themes, and 6) Preparing the final report. In this approach, the content derived from
interview sessions was transcribed and supplemented with notes taken during the interview sessions. The statistical
population of this study included all players, coaches, officials, and veterans of badminton in Kerman province, which
according to the Kerman Badminton Federation report, consisted of 120 individuals. A theoretical sampling method
was used, where a few initial participants who met the study criteria (individuals who had been actively involved in
badminton for at least 10 years) were identified through the Badminton Federation. Then, interviews were conducted
with them, and each individual was asked to refer others with similar characteristics. This process was repeated until
theoretical saturation was achieved after 10 interviews. However, to ensure the reliability of the results, 2 additional
interviews were conducted, bringing the total to 12. For data collection, semi-structured interviews were used, and for
thematic analysis, MAXQDA2020 software was employed.

RESULTS

Based on the results, the factors are ranked from 1 to 7 as follows: managerial factor (14.9%), infrastructure factor
(14.4%), financial factor (14.4%), educational factor (14.4%), cultural and social factor (14.4%), championship factor
(13.9%), and media factor (13.6%). According to the interviewees’ perspectives, the most important factors
influencing the development of badminton sports in the province are: construction of sports facilities (9%), holding
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provincial and national championship competitions (9%), solving financial problems (6.7%), managerial policies
(5.9%), and advertising (5.9%).
Finally, in Phase 6, the final report is presented as a paradigmatic model in Figure (1).
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Fig 1. Paradigmatic model of badminton development in Kerman province

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Overall, the results of this study indicate that the development of badminton in Kerman province requires a
comprehensive and multi-dimensional approach that encompasses all aspects of management, finance, education,
media, cultural-social, championship, and infrastructure. To achieve this goal, collaboration and coordination among
all stakeholders, including sports managers, coaches, athletes, media, sponsors, and the community, is essential. It is
necessary for the sports authorities in Kerman province to develop a comprehensive and long-term plan for badminton
development, taking these factors into account, and continuously improving the plan through regular monitoring of
results.
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Table 4. Similarity Matrix
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Figure 1. Model for the development of badminton in Kerman province
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