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Abstract
Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk Tusi wrote the Siyasat Nameh in the 5th century AH

with the aim of instructing in statecraft. However, he included anecdotes of
historical and non-historical kings and figures to support his arguments, the
narrative structure of which merits examination, a technique known in historical
methodology as a return to the past. Therefore, this work can be analyzed and
classified using Greimas’ actantial model, comprising: actor, conflict, sender,
sapporter, receiver, and object. This research studies the narrative structure of
two Siyasatnama anecdotes, namely: ‘The Tale of the King’s Planning’ and ‘The
Tale of Bahram Gur and the Treacherous Vizier,” based on Greimas’ model, and
analyzes the structure of the main narrative plot based on binary oppositions, the
actantial model of the narrative, and narrative chains. These two anecdotes were
chosen randomly to reveal the relationship and interconnectedness of the
actantial model and narrative chains, and to elucidate the overall structure of the
story based on them. The results of this research indicate the primacy of
Khwaja’s initial goals, such as: education, justice, and Khwaja’s efforts to
consolidate the foundations of Islam and refute false religions by expressing the
commendable attributes of the king, over narrative form as secondary goals. One
consequence of this primacy is the expansion of the transferential chain in the
anecdotes, which stems from the dominance of the discourse aspect over
structure. Analyzing these anecdotes based on Greimas’ model both reveals the
robustness of the anecdotes, their structure, and the coherence of their parts, and
demonstrates the efficacy of this model in analyzing other ancient narrative
texts.
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