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Abstract

The study's primary aim is to investigate the perception quality and its influencing factors in Iranian historic
buildings. Visitors of different age groups have reported diverse sensations and perceptions when visiting these
buildings. The research utilized a qualitative approach, specifically grounded theory, to explore the perception
quality within historic buildings. The methodology involved an extensive literature review, interviews, and
observational data collection. Subsequently, the data analysis included open coding, axial coding, selective coding,
note-taking, and diagram development. The residential homes and shops in the Gowdal Mosalla neighborhood in
Yazd were chosen as the theoretical sample for this study. Additionally, questionnaires were distributed to 42
architects to validate the qualitative research results. The findings indicated that the predominant experience in
these buildings was the perception of tranquility associated with architectural principles. Moreover, the results
suggested that architectural elements such as symmetry, proportions, and repetition, along with environmental and
psychological factors including color and material types, significantly influenced overall perception. According to
the findings, these architectural principles are linked to the perceived order of historic buildings, thereby
contributing to the perception of tranquility.

Keywords: Historic buildings principles, Grounded theory, Open coding, Axial coding, Selective coding
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