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Objective: This study adopts a philosophical and interdisciplinary approach to
examine the relationship between the fundamental categories of Kantian practical
reason such as the good will, duty, autonomy, and moral lawfulness and the decision-
making structures within digital interactive narratives. The main question is whether
these categories, which constitute the foundation of moral agency in Kantian ethics,
can be meaningfully realized in environments where causality is not natural but rather
artificially constructed and programmed.

Methods: Using an analytical-interpretive method and a comparative reading of
philosophical concepts, the research explores the relation of these concepts to choice-
based digital structures. Special attention is given to situations where decisions are
made not out of inclination or consequences, but from a commitment to respect for the
moral principle.

Results: The findings indicate that although the full realization of practical reason in
digital structures faces significant limitations due to predesigned frameworks and
restricted freedom, these environments offer opportunities for the internalization,
exercise, and critical reflection on moral concepts. Interactive narratives create
structured scenarios that invite players to confront experiences of duty-bound
decision-making.

Conclusions: Video games, therefore, are not spaces where Kantian practical reason is
fully actualized; rather, they provide platforms for rethinking the relationship between
reason, freedom, and morality in artificial worlds. Such interactive experiences open
new avenues for contemplating moral agency under redefined conditions of causality
and action.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In the age of digital media and interactive systems, the boundaries of ethical reflection are being
redrawn. As human experience becomes increasingly mediated by artificial, algorithmically
structured environments, such as video games, the conditions under which moral agency is
conceived and exercised demand renewed philosophical attention. This article engages with one
such frontier; the intersection between Kantian practical reason and the decision-making
architectures of interactive digital narratives. At the heart of Kant's moral philosophy lies the
conviction that moral action arises not from inclination, consequence, or external command, but
from the autonomous rational will acting according to the moral law. Concepts such as the good
will, duty, autonomy, and the categorical imperative define the structure of moral agency in this
framework. These are not empirical entities, but formal, universally binding principles derived
from reason itself. Yet in interactive narrative systems, specifically, in video games where player
choices shape the development of the story, agency is embedded within pre-designed, rule-
governed environments, raising the question; Can moral concepts grounded in pure reason retain
their integrity and meaningfulness in a world whose causal architecture is artificial and
predetermined? This article summarizes a study that addresses this question by examining the
compatibility (or lack thereof) between Kantian moral constructs and the structural and
experiential dimensions of decision-making in interactive digital environments.

Methodology

The research employs a philosophical-conceptual analysis situated within a multidisciplinary
framework, drawing from Kantian moral philosophy, narrative theory, and game studies. The
primary method is a critical reading of key Kantian texts, including Groundwork of the
Metaphysics of Morals and the Critique of Practical Reason, to extract the normative structure of
practical reason and its essential moral categories. This normative framework is then brought into
dialogue with contemporary interactive digital environments through comparative analysis. Rather
than focusing on a single game or case study, the research adopts a structural-analytic approach,
examining the common features of decision-making systems in interactive games; branching
narratives, multiple endings, moral choice mechanics, and the incentive structures that guide player
behavior. The analysis considers both the design logic of interactive systems and the subjective
ethical experience of the player. Special attention is paid to how notions like freedom, moral
motivation, lawfulness, and accountability are represented, encouraged, or obstructed in these
environments.

Discussion

The core tension explored in this study lies in the contrast between the autonomy of the Kantian
moral agent and the pre-scripted structure of choice in interactive systems. In Kantian ethics, the
agent is self-legislating; they act morally insofar as they obey a law they give to themselves from
within reason. This capacity for self-legislation, autonomy, is what confers moral worth upon
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action. In contrast, the decision spaces within video games are externally constructed, and the
causal outcomes of choices are algorithmically determined. While players may feel they are
making meaningful choices, these choices are always already framed and limited by the system’s
design.

Nonetheless, the study identifies three potential modalities through which moral agency can be
approached, even if not fully realized, within such systems. The first is the representational mode,
in which interactive narratives simulate moral decision-making by confronting players with ethical
dilemmas. Although these situations may lack genuine moral gravity in the Kantian sense, they
operate as moral representations or thought experiments that encourage reflection on ethical
principles. The second is the motivational mode, which emerges when players, even within
constrained systems, make choices based not on reward structures but on internalized moral
commitments. When a player intentionally selects a path that provides limited narrative or
instrumental payoff yet aligns with a moral principle, this act demonstrates a form of practical
reasoning comparable to Kantian duty. The third and perhaps most philosophically significant is
the reflective mode, wherein interactive narratives foster meta-ethical reflection by exposing
players to systems that reveal the tension between the illusion of choice and structural limitation.
Through this experience, games provoke critical inquiry into the nature of freedom, autonomy,
and the conditions of moral action within artificial worlds.

Despite these modalities, the research acknowledges that full realization of practical reason in
Kant’s terms is not possible within pre-programmed environments. The moral law, as understood
by Kant, is universal and unconditional; it does not emerge from a set of options given externally
but arises from reason itself. Any system that predetermines outcomes, even if branching, imposes
an external logic that displaces the autonomy of the moral agent. Thus, interactive systems, at best,
offer a space for the rehearsal or contemplation of moral concepts, but not their complete
enactment

Conclusion

The analysis leads to a nuanced conclusion, while interactive digital narratives cannot fully
accommodate the conditions of Kantian practical reason, they nonetheless serve as valuable
philosophical laboratories for testing the limits and implications of moral action in artificial
contexts. Their structured nature does not allow for genuine autonomy in the Kantian sense, yet
they invite players to reflect on the tension between structure and freedom, between design and
self-determination, and between rule-following and law-giving. From this perspective, video
games are best understood not as domains in which moral action is realized, but as spaces where
the meaning and possibility of moral action are re-interrogated. They expose the fragility of
autonomy under external constraint and challenge us to rethink how moral concepts can be
preserved, adapted, or transformed within the evolving landscapes of human experience. By
situating Kantian categories in conversation with interactive media, this study contributes both to
the philosophy of ethics and to philosophy of technology, suggesting that the emergence of
artificial decision-worlds demands not only new technical literacies, but new ethical sensibilities
grounded in enduring philosophical traditions.
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