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Abstract

Sports tourism, as one of the key sectors of the tourism industry, requires effective
collaboration among the sports, tourism, and other related stakeholders. This study
systematically examines sports tourism using a systematic review approach. To
conduct this research, 30 peer-reviewed academic articles published in reputable
English-language journals between 2001 and February 2023 were selected based
on predetermined criteria. The key concepts of the reviewed articles were coded
and categorized. Data analysis led to the identification of 40 key concepts, among
which sports tourism, collaboration, coordination, and sports events were the most
frequently used. The findings indicate that sports events play a significant role in
the development of sports tourism, serving as a mediating factor in attracting
tourists and enhancing intersectoral collaboration. This study emphasizes the
importance of sustainable and well-planned cooperation among stakeholders in
sports tourism. The research findings can assist policymakers and executives in
developing appropriate strategies to strengthen effective collaborations and
facilitate the sustainable development of sports tourism. Additionally, the results
can help researchers identify emerging trends in this field and develop practical
models to improve the performance of sports tourism.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Tourism, beyond being an industry, is a dynamic global and socio-economic phenomenon with unique mechanisms
that can have profound socio-economic impacts on communities and destinations. According to the United Nations
World Tourism Organization (2022), nearly one and a half billion people travel annually, and it is predicted that
tourism will become the world's number one industry in the coming years. Over the past three decades, the importance
and necessity of developing and managing tourism have prompted planners, developers, economic managers, and
scientific researchers in many countries to such an extent that tourism has become one of the most competitive
economic activities in the world. Currently, tourism embodies a flow of people and capital that occurs between the
origin and destination of tourism. The tourism flow in the world is considered a global process in which tourist
destinations cover the world, and these places strive to attract the global tourism market's demand in intense
international competition. In other words, offering a product on a global scale is an economic factor with significant
capital and profit (Tian et al, 2023). Sports tourism, as a significant subset of the tourism industry, refers to trips made
for participating in sports activities, watching sports events, or experiencing sports environments (Gibson, 2017). The
future development of sports tourism refers to initiatives launched by local governments, tourists, sports enthusiasts,
and other organizations promoting sports tourism. These initiatives typically involve the joint efforts of sports event
organizers, the tourism sector, and other relevant stakeholders. However, information about residents' perceptions,
their views on the impact of tourism activities, and their support for industry development can significantly inform
the design of tourism programs and policies (Dickson et al, 2021). Considering global trends and social changes, the
future of sports tourism may move towards sustainability and sustainable development, leading to positive experiences
for travelers and host communities participating in these events. Given the importance of the research topic, the present
study systematically reviewed sports tourism destinations.

METHODOLOGY

One of the methods introduced for reviewing and synthesizing previous studies is the systematic review. A systematic
review is a systematic, explicit, and comprehensive method for identifying, evaluating, and synthesizing the existing
body of research conducted by researchers. In the present study, a comprehensive literature search was conducted
between June 2001 and February 2023 to collect literature related to sports tourism. The literature search strategy was
implemented across eight databases, including: Google Scholar, Taylor & Francis, ProQuest Central, Science Direct,
Springer, Emerald, Web of Science, and IEEE Explore. The texts and articles reviewed in this research included all
studies relevant to any research; to this end, articles were identified using selected keywords. In this research, the
documents studied included all research conducted in the field of sports tourism destinations. After identifying all
articles, it is necessary for the researcher to systematically extract practical information from each article. In the
present study, all factors extracted from the study of articles were initially considered as codes. Then, by considering
the concept and content of each, they were categorized into a similar concept to form the research concepts and
categories by combining similar codes. Subsequently, the relevant key codes were identified and categorized. The
manuscripts that included the searched keywords contained phrases such as: tourism, sports tourism, collaboration in
tourism, collaboration in sports tourism, relationship in sports tourism, inter-organizational collaboration in sports
tourism, linkage in sports tourism, connection in sports tourism, alliance in sports tourism, participation in sports
tourism, sustainable development in sports tourism, coordination in sports tourism, and networking in sports tourism.
Overall, 30 peer-reviewed scholarly articles published in English-language journals between 2001 and February 2023
were considered based on predetermined criteria. Key concepts in the reviewed articles were coded and categorized.
A total of 40 key concepts were identified, with sports tourism, collaboration, coordination, and sports events being
the most frequently used concepts.

RESULTS

Key concepts in the reviewed articles were coded and categorized, with a total of 40 key concepts identified and
grouped under six broad themes. The most frequently used concepts were sports tourism, collaboration, coordination,
and sports events. In the categorization of sports tourism, the selected articles showed how the relationship between
sports and tourism has evolved over the years. Sports tourism can bring potential benefits to both developing and
developed regions; however, the different attitudes of policymakers toward the potential of sports tourism were
evident. Concepts related to management, including the motivators for sports tourism collaboration, how collaborative
activities are organized, and the evaluation of collaboration, received less attention from the authors. In the
categorization of sports and sports events, the main message is that sports events act as a catalyst for the development
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of sports tourism. Sports events invite various stakeholders to collaborate and create benefits for the partners. The
reviewed articles in the stakeholder-related concepts category explained the roles of stakeholders before, during, and
after sports events and how diverse stakeholders are managed within sports tourism networks. Finally, the strategy for
jointly leveraging the benefits of sports event legacies, success and failure stories in leveraging sports with tourism,
is explained in a strategic concept.
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(duplicate records and articles
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‘ Articles Screened

Articles Excluded After
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Figure 1. Flowchart of the Article Review Process

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
Research on the sports and tourism industries, government, accommodation providers, hoteliers, and sports event

organizing committees highlights the need for collaboration in the development of sports tourism. This study can help
sports tourism practitioners accelerate their efforts for effective and sustainable collaboration. Additionally, it aids
sports and tourism organizations in strategic planning and making necessary decisions for stakeholders in future sports
tourism collaborations. Despite using a systematic process to arrive at the research findings and results, the limitations
of this systematic review should be considered. Generally, only peer-reviewed scholarly articles published in English
were included in this review, while conference papers, books, and other sources were overlooked. Additionally, some
articles might have been missed due to the search method and selected terms.
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