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Abstract Article information

Track and field is unique among different disciplines that can bring many colorful Received: 01 April 2024
international medals to countries at the championship level. The purpose of this § Revised: 24 July 2024
research was to identify and prioritize Iraq's sports marketing capacities in order to | Accepted: 04 August 2024
develop championship-level track and field. The current research was applied in || Published: 27 February 2025
terms of purpose and descriptive in terms of method, and its data collection was
carried out as a survey. The statistical population of the research was 300 people,
and the online questionnaire was sent to all of them, but 112 people responded. To
collect data, a researcher-made questionnaire based on a 5-point Likert scale was
used, and its items were compiled in the form of 22 questions. The face and content
validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by sports management professors, and
the reliability of the questionnaire was calculated with Cronbach's alpha coefficient
(0.82). The results showed that the indicators of relative stability of management,
the development of information technology in the society and being accompanied
by rapid changes in technology and technology, and the existence and use of sports
donors are the most important indicators of the factors. Administrative and legal,
equipment and organizational factors and environmental factors are effective and
each of the mentioned factors has a significant predictive power for the
development of fields with the standard beta coefficient of 0.443, 0.356 and 0.268
respectively. They have championship-level athletic and each of the mentioned
factors has a significant predictive ability for the development of track and field at
the championship level with the standard beta coefficient of 0.443, 0.356 and 0.268,
respectively. The relative stability of management, the increase in the number of
marketing professionals, the development of information technology and the rapid
changes in technology, and the existence of companies, institutions and
organizations willing to provide financial support can play a significant role in
increasing sports marketing capacities for the development of track and field at the
Iragi championship level.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

Various approaches, such as socio-oriented, economic, general education, political, scientific, hybrid and elite-based
approaches have been proposed for the development of sports. In the elite-based sports development approach, it is
emphasized on the development and promotion of the chosen and elite sports. In fact, development in the field of
championship sports has had a special focus (Lu et al., 2018). Competition in sports environments has increased
increasingly and the success of sports organizations depends to a large extent on how they effectively use marketing
techniques and strategies. Applying appropriate marketing methods can help sports organizations increase efficiency,
reduce costs, eliminate unnecessary time-consuming methods, increase income, and finally help them compete (Hill
et al., 2020). Marketing is the provision of goods or services to meet consumer needs. In other words, marketing
involves understanding the customer's demands and adapting the company's products to meet those needs and
including the process of making a profit for the company (Cuplan & Meyer, 2016). In general, sports marketing
includes determining potential sports customers and identifying their needs and wants, designing and creating or
providing sports products and services that meet the needs and demands of sports customers, determining the
appropriate price of sports products and services, distributing sports products and services in The time and place that
is suitable for sports customers is to establish a relationship with the sports customer and provide the necessary
information and feedback from the sports customers and improve the performance (Yang, 2021).

Among the various disciplines that can provide many medals and world rankings for countries at the championship
level, there are disciplines related to track and field, which have more than 47 separate championship disciplines (24
for men and 23 for women). has material for women) in the Olympic program; And it is considered one of the most
medal-winning disciplines in the Olympics (Smith & Zook, 2011). Track and field at the championship level has
different conditions in different countries, and developed countries have made and are making various plans to achieve
global success in this field; Meanwhile, in developing or less developed countries, less attention is paid to this sport,
among which we can mention the country of Iraq; which, despite having a young population interested in sports, has
paid less attention to the growth and development of this sports field; And this is the fact that by identifying and
prioritizing sports marketing capacities in relation to this sport, they can use the various economic, political, cultural
and social consequences of the development of this sport (Taylor & Stratton, 2014). Based on this, the current research
tries to identify and prioritize Irag's sports marketing capacities in order to develop track and field fields at the
championship level in order to create a space to use its positive consequences in this country.

Methodology

The current research is descriptive in terms of practical purpose and in terms of method, and the data was collected
through a survey method. The statistical population of the research included managers and vice-presidents of sports
organizations related to track and field, experts, coaches and professional athletes in track and field, as well as
academic staff members of Iragi sports management and marketing who had experience in this regard. The statistical
sample of the research was considered to be 112 people. A researcher-made gquestionnaire was used to collect data by
studying the existing literature. To confirm the validity of content and form, the designed questionnaire was given to
10 professors of sports management and marketing, and it was approved after modifications. Also, to measure the
reliability of the questionnaire, this questionnaire was given to 20 sample people, and after collecting it, the Cronbach's
alpha coefficient was 0.82, which indicated its good reliability. In order to determine the relative contribution of each
of the sports marketing capabilities using the step-by-step multiple regression method, in order to investigate the
significance of the difference between the averages obtained from the opinions of the sample in each item and the
hypothetical average (the midpoint of the Likert spectrum, i.e. the number 3) One-sample t-test was used, and
Friedman's test was used to prioritize items related to different factors. All the analyzes were done in SPSS software.

Data Analyze

According to the obtained averages, it is clear that among the items related to managerial and legal factors, the item
of relative managerial stability in recent years in Iragi sports with an average of 3.96 is the most important item
affecting development. Track and field championship sport in Iraq from the perspective of the participants in the
research. Among the items related to equipment and organizational factors, the most important item affecting the
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development of track and field at the championship level is the item of information technology development in the
society and being accompanied by rapid changes in technology and technology with an average of 3.98. Among the
influential environmental factors, the most important issue from the point of view of the respondents to the
questionnaire is the existence of companies, institutions and organizations willing to provide financial support in
sports fields with an average of 3.90. The results show that in the step-by-step regression analysis, during the final
step, three managerial and legal factors, equipment and organizational factors, and effective environmental factors
have been entered into the regression equation to predict the development of track and field championship sports,
which are managerial factors. And law with a standard beta coefficient of 0.443 is the strongest predictive component
for the development of track and field championship sports, followed by equipment and organizational factors with a
standard beta coefficient of 0.356 and effective environmental factors with a standard beta coefficient of 0.268. They
have more predictive power. Also, all predictive components have significant predictive ability for the development
of track and field championship. Also, the results show that according to the level of significance obtained, the
assumption of the sameness of the 14 defined items is rejected and it is clear that these items have a different effect
on the development of track and field championship in Irag. Among these, the issue of relative management stability
in recent years ranks first and has the most importance, and after that, the issue of the presence of more specialists in
the Ministry of Youth and Sports is the second issue, and the issue of managers and officials paying more attention to
the importance of having a strategic plan. The marketing of the federation is in the third place, and then other items
are placed in the next ranks of importance, and finally, it can be stated that all the items related to administrative and
legal factors have a significant effect on the development of the championship sport. And they have a field in Irag.

Discussion

The findings obtained from the present research show that Iraq's sports marketing capacities for the development of
track and field in this country can be divided into three general categories, which include managerial and legal factors,
equipment and organizational factors, and The environment becomes effective, and each of these factors refers to
various objects. One of the most important of these factors is the managerial and legal factors, and it means all the
human forces and legal decisions that have an impact on the sports marketing capacities regarding the development
of track and field fields. According to the respondents to the questionnaire, the presence of expert and experienced
managers as presidents and vice-presidents and other factors involved in the work of the federation and track and field
boards and effective sports organizations in Iraq is a very important issue for the development of this sport. Because
all the decision-making related to the different departments and areas of this field are influenced by these people, and
if these people have enough knowledge and experience, they can develop the field of this sports field as much as
possible with their appropriate decisions. provide in Iraq. The presence of competent managers in sports federations
will lead to the selection of competent and more suitable managers and officials for the teams of this field in different
provinces of Iraq. For growth and development in any field, including the development of track and field
championship sports at the level of a country like Irag, having a comprehensive, long-term and targeted program is
important in the first stage; so that we can identify the different capacities of sports marketing in this regard and plan
for their proper use; Achieving such a goal requires the cooperation and efforts of various organizations and people,
and appropriate and continuous efforts and actions are carried out over the years. Another important issue is to create
suitable and favorable conditions for the private sector to invest in the field of track and field in Iraqg. For this purpose,
the relevant sports and non-sports organizations should provide the conditions for this issue to be possible as much as
possible, and with the more competitive atmosphere of this field and the entry of more resources, facilities and
equipment, a suitable field for the growth and development of this field at the level A championship should take place,
and the budget problems of this field, an important part of which is provided by the government, should be solved to
an appropriate extent. The issue of education is another important capacity regarding the development of
championship-level track and field in Irag. The participants in the current research believe that conditions should be
provided in the important sports organizations of this sport so that the employees of the marketing department can
participate in various training courses that are held at a high level and abroad and to learn about new techniques. This
is an important issue to find enough awareness and knowledge. This applies to all the people involved in this issue
and leads to higher quality competitions and stronger and more satisfying marketing in this field. Another important
capacity for the development of track and field in Iraq is the equipment and organizational factors, which are not only
necessary for the development of this discipline, but also for all other sports. The participants in the current research
have emphasized the increase of open sports spaces such as tartan track throughout the country and equipping them
with specialized track and field facilities as one of the most important indicators of this factor. The greater the number
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of sports spaces intended for this field, and the more appropriate facilities and equipment they have, it can show the
importance of this field for officials and sports managers and attract the attention of more young people to this sport.
It is suggested that due to the importance of the role of education on the development of track and field championship
in Irag, it is necessary to consider suitable training courses inside and outside the country for the employees and those
involved in the issue of sports marketing in this field and by providing Bringing the possibility of their attendance in
these courses, providing them with the opportunity to get to know and update the information related to all the new
rules and techniques of this field. Also, similar studies should be done in other sports fields.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the research sample
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Table 5. Results of one-sample t-test for each of the managerial and legal factors items and Friedman test
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Table 6. Results of one-sample t-test for each of the items of equipment and organizational factors and Friedman test
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Table 7. Results of one-sample t-test for each of the influential environmental factors items and Friedman test
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