\ pdranian :}{istlo'ry ) )
"\ _ ofCulture " @ "E:x,
N _f‘;’ oot Q X
Iranian History of Culture (IHC)
B i
https://ihc.tabrizu.ac.ir/2, 1, 2025, 130-145. doi: 10.22034/IHC.2025.19485 University of Tabriz publications
OPEN/=| ACCESS Original Article

A reading of the cultural modernization of Iran and Afghanistan
during the reigns of Reza Shah and Amanullah Khan

Behzad Ghasemi“®' '

1. Imam Hossein University, Tehran, Iran

Received: 2025/02/08  Received in revised form: 2025/03/09  Accepted: 2025/03/10 Published: 2025/03/21

Abstract

The purpose of the article is to examine and analyze the process of cultural modernization
in Iran and Afghanistan. The study of cultural modernization is important and worthy of
research because, in the twentieth century, the two countries of Iran and Afghanistan,
under the influence of domestic and international developments after World War I,
underwent fundamental changes and new developments in the field of modernism and
culture. Iran was going through difficult post-constitutional conditions, while Afghanistan
had just gained independence and been freed from civil wars. The main issue of the
research is to analyze the foundations and mechanisms of cultural modernization by Reza
Shah and Amanullah. The present article attempts to answer the question of what the
process of cultural modernization was like in Iran and Afghanistan and what results it
brought? The findings of the article, using the method of historical analysis and based on
historical documents, sources and evidence, show that the cultural modernization by Reza
Shah in Iran and Amanullah Khan in Afghanistan created changes in traditional elements
and followed the Western style. Both, in order to achieve their goal and program of
modernization, used different and new tools to implement and implement the cultural
modernization program. Based on the analytical comparison, modernization in Iran and
Afghanistan was after World War | and was influenced by Western culture and
civilization, and in some cases and elements of the implementation of cultural
modernization in the two countries, different results were achieved, examples of which
are mentioned and reviewed in the text.
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