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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Badr al-Din Hilali Jaghata'i was one of the prominent and influential poets
of the late 9th and early 10th centuries AH, particularly excelling in
ghazal and mathnawi. His most famous work, Shah va Darvish, gained
widespread recognition both during his time and afterward. Its popularity
even led several poets in Turkish literature to compose their own versions
of the Shah va Darvish story in verse. Brief narratives of the romantic tale
of Shah va Darvish existed in literary works before Hilali’s time. In this
Received in revised from 16 article, we examine the most significant poetic and occasionally prose

December 2024 versions of this story, primarily found in mystical texts, especially sources
related to Jamali mysticism. We analyze their similarities and differences,
compare Hilali’s Shah va Darvish with them, and highlight his
Published online 12 February  jnnoyations in storytelling. Shah va Darvish by Hilali holds significance

2025 from three perspectives: literary, mystical, and ethical. Among these, its
ethical and didactic aspects—which have received little attention so far—
are particularly noteworthy. In this poem, the poet implicitly conveys
recommendations to the ruling authority regarding the necessity of
justice, attention to the common people, and the benefits that a ruler can
derive from such an approach. This aspect elevates the poem beyond a
mere romantic narrative, bringing it closer to the status of a siyasatnama
(political treatise).
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