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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Bayazid Bastami (161-234 AH), a paradoxical Sufi, with a novel
mystical experience, an enigmatic language, a unique state, and a spiritual
ascension, is a treasury of Iranian mysticism and one of the revivers of
this wisdom. In his sayings, he employs elements such as light and soul
to explain spiritual subtleties, unveil the mysteries of human existential
depth, elucidate the soul’s happiness, and resolve ontological enigmas.
The research hypothesis posits that certain elements of ancient Iranian
Received in revised from 13 philosophy are interconnected with Bayazid’s mysticism. The author has

August 2024 sought to analyze and elaborate on these themes using philosophical and
theological approaches. The main research questions include: What role
do light and soul play in Iranian philosophy and Bayazid’s Sufism? And
Published online 12 February - \what aspects of light and soul are linked to his mystical thought? The

2025 research findings indicate that the existential value of light in Bayazid’s
thought has deep-rooted origins and that a shared cosmology exists
between these two worldviews. This cosmology underscores the
dichotomy between the realms of the corporeal and the celestial, light and
soul, creation and command, and the seen and the unseen. It ultimately
guides humanity toward relentless effort in pursuit of true felicity. The
soul serves as the central axis of Bayazid’s thought, which, in its ultimate
state, can unite with light. In his discourse, light is not merely an
illuminator of the existing world but also a guide to the ultimate truth.
These elements, characterized by a unified ontology, mystical
transformation, and Iranian essence, are reflected in Bayazid’s sayings
amidst the tension of opposing forces and the supremacy of Ahuric
powers.
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