$ ulfu'niun D{ist_ory'

*

@ _
Iranian History of Culture (IHC) Q L

(. o Culture
S s, i
o &t ARETEN
https://ihc.tabrizu.ac.ir/1, 2, 2024, 143-157. doi: 10.22034/IHC.2025.19257 University of Tabriz publications
OPEN 7~ ACCESS Original Article

The Representation of the Life of Hazrat Zahra (As) in the

Narration of Shia Biographers in the 6th and 7th Centuries AH
(Case Study: Mohammad ibn Hossein Razi’s Narration in Nozhat al-Kiram)

Halimeh Safavi'*'!, Maryam Azizian'=*"

1. Department of History; Faculty of Letters and Humanities; Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran

2. Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad; Mashhad, Iran

‘ Received: 2024/07/04 Received in Revised Format: 2024/08/10 Accepted: 2024/08/24 Published: 2024/09/22

Abstract

The significance and spiritual status of the family of Prophet of Islam (PBUH) caused the emergence of a
kind of biography writing about the Infallible Imams of Shi’ism. Although in the entire of the biographies,
the writers dealt with the life of Shia Imams, the Shia scholars have not closed to various dimensions of the
Imams’ lives from a unique perspective all over the past centuries. One of the differences between such
works is how they narrated the life of Hazrat Zahra (AS). Therefore, scrutinizing Shia scholars’ method of
dealing with the issue in different centuries can shed light on various aspects of her life. This study tried to
explore the Mohammad ibn Hassan Razi’s perspective on the life of Hazrat Zahra. The scholar is a brilliant
historian and kalam scholar (mutakallim) who lived in the 6th and early 7th centuries AH. The question of
the research was that what aspects of the life of Hazrat Zahra and her political behavior have been narrated
and analyzed by Mohammad ibn Hossein Razi. Doing research on Razi’s narration is significant since
various features of writing biographies on the Infallible Imams in the 6th century is under-researched and the
previous studies are not comprehensive. The findings of this study can contribute to the better understanding
and knowing of the heritage of Shi’ism over the past centuries. The results showed that Razi only took a
metaphysical approach towards the issue of miracles occurred during the life of Hazrat Zahra, but when
dealing with her political life, his dominant approach was materialistic one. The main problem of Razi in his
description of Hazrat Zahra’s life have been explicating the existing ambiguities and rejecting the
argumentations of scholars of other Islamic sects regarding Fadak. To this end, he relied on various methods
of Kalam, Hadith and Jurisprudence and, especially, history.
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