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Abstract

The reaction to the event of death in the circle of relatives and close people, and sometimes in a circle beyond
that (appropriate to the social status of the deceased), has been manifested throughout history with specific
customs and traditions. Part of this reaction was related to the inner feelings of individuals and another part
was related to the beliefs and traditions of the local community. Contemporary with the Safavid era,
mourning rituals and traditions were also crystallized under the influence of these two factors. Understanding
these traditions is of great importance because some of them continue in the mourning rituals of Imam
Hussein (AS) in the contemporary era. Part of these rituals has been reflected in historical and
historiographical sources of the Safavid era and a significant part in reports related to foreign observers.
However, during this same period, a major part of these rituals has been depicted with the help of the art of
painting. The present study has sought to identify these traditions by studying the mourning rituals of the
Safavid period based on written sources and matching them with visual sources. The results of the study
show that the mourning of Iranians during the Safavid era was accompanied by traditions and rituals such as:
crying and shouting, okhshama, bash achmag, hair pulling, wearing black, wearing blue, half-naked, beating
the chest, carrying the flag, playing drums and trumpets, reeds, cymbals and tambourines, piercing the nose
and truncheons, pulling teeth, slitting the collar and carrying the flag. Although many of these traditions have
faded in everyday mourning, they have remained in the mourning rituals of Imam Hussein (AS) in the time
period from the recent past to the present.
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