Structure of fruit vendors in the economic and physical spsce of the city
(Mobile fruit vendors in Zanjan city)

Alireza Daviran®! , Sima Ghayebloo?

1. Corresponding author, Assistant Professor of Department of Geography Education, Farhangian University of
Tehran, Tehran. E-mail; a.daviran@cfu.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor,
ghayebloo.sima@znu.ac.ir

Department of

Industrial Engineering, Zanjan University, Zanjan. E-mail:

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received: 24 October 2024
Revised: 13 January 2025
Accepted: 29 January 2025
Published: 21 November 2025

Keywords:
Urban space,
Microeconomics,
Fruit sellers,
Zanjan.

Objective: The urban scale of the informal economy is an inevitable economy accepted in
the economic structure. Despite creating urban challenges and problems due to the
weakness of the urban planning and management system, this economy has many
capacities. This research aims to understand the structure of this type of economy in the
physical and economic system of the city so that it can be a guide for formulating the kind
of intervention and organizing them.

Methods: The present research is qualitative research based on the inductive method that
has studied the foundation of the effects of the informal economy of street vendors in the
economic and social structure of the city space in a phenomenological way. Data was
collected using semi-structured interviews and observations in a sample size of 75 fruit
street vendors in Zanjan. The collected data were open-coded, axially and selectively, and
their categories concepts and repeatability coefficients were extracted. Finally, a
paradigmatic model resulting from causal, contextual, mediating, and strategic conditions
was interpreted and the resulting consequences were explained.

Results: The paradigmatic model resulting from the concepts, categories, and conditions
mentioned above shows that fruit vendors have focused on locating the functional distance
between residence and work and main thoroughfares. Locating in main thoroughfares, and
surrounding wasteland (with the possibility of marginal parking) has an effect on the
location of vendors, and the desired space plays the role of a dock for equipment and work
tools. Environmental health, traffic safety, and space security, along with market control,
family livelihood, and organization, have been the most important structural categories of
vendors.

Conclusions: The study of the consequential conditions in the paradigmatic model shows
that abandonment, lack of attention from urban management, coercive behavior, and
weakness of urban development programs are the consequential obstacles for vendors and
the capacity for willingness to participate and organize the active consequences of fruit

vendors in Zanjan.
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Introduction

The informal economy is a manifestation of the changes in the capitalist world, which forms an important part of
it in cities, especially in developing countries. This type of economy plays an important role in creating
employment, production and generating income, and with its significant growth, it causes problems and
problems in different parts of urban management. Due to the occupation and consumption of space, the
challenges of their economic activity in the city space have led to many issues such as: traffic, loss of physical
quality, environmental health, road barriers, access, etc. also causes problems. However, these jobs are known as
a competitive economy parallel to the official economy, its controller, and have a positive effect in controlling
prices and providing the needs of citizens. be their intervention and organization. The main question of the
current research is how the economic and social structure of Zanjan bar vendors has performed in relation to the
urban space and what is their distribution according to? In which area of the urban economy are the bar vendors
developed and what are the reasons for their tendency?

Materials and Methods

The current research is a type of qualitative research based on the inductive method, which has studied the
background of the effects of the informal economy of urban hawkers in the economic and social structure of the
urban space in a phenomenological way. Data collection has been achieved through a survey method based on
observation and semi-structured interviews with fruit vendors. Due to the extent and spatial distribution of
vendors and the differences in the location of the establishment, the sample size included 70 vendors. Based on
the type of research method, the method of data collection and the studied population, the sample size was
determined according to the data saturation pattern. The resulting data were first open-coded in the framework of
the Foundation's data model, then by sharing codes, axial coding, and finally by selective coding of categories
and main concepts. In the continuation of such a process, the paradigm model resulting from causal, contextual,
intervening, strategic and finally consequential conditions is drawn and explained.

Results

This type of economy has come to life with a direct effect on the livelihood of city households and has expanded
with the aim of meeting the daily needs of households and is identified with different forms in urban spaces. An
economy that is formed in the open and public spaces of the city in formats such as sidewalk hawkers, wheel
dealers, car dealers of various goods, and with gradual progress may become official trade unions. The findings
showed that the bar vendors of Zanjan city are smart in choosing their business locations and are located in
places where citizens travel between work and residence. The positions of the vendors are based on selection in
the arterial passages with high traffic volume and the possibility of marginal parking. Bar vendors are working in
an environment that faces serious challenges in terms of environmental health and requires organization and
health control. The working space of freight sellers is a free space with the proximity of barren and abandoned
lands or incompatible cities, which creates the challenge of defending the urban space in addition to creating
health and safety issues for people and goods. Traffic jams caused by citizens stopping to buy fruit and the lack
of guidance and control structures in the positions of vendors lead to the consequences of traffic. On the other
hand, the controlling role of fruit sellers in fruit prices and competition with the official fruit sellers guilds
creates competition and prevents the sharp increase in fruit prices. In the prevailing economic climate, with the
aim of providing the livelihood of the family and earning income, due to taxes, duties, rent and other expenses,
the vendors have chosen economic separation from the official market and prefer to operate in the parallel
market.

Conclusion

The general results show that the issue of mobile vendors in the urban space is an issue accepted by citizens,
managers and fruit activists, and according to the causal, contextual, strategic, mediating conditions and the
resulting consequences, an efficient organizing model can be drawn. A model whose main structure is based on
participation, acceptance, acceptability and family economy.
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