Journal of Urban Space and Social Life

Online ISSN: 2821-2231

Homepage: https:/urplanning.tabrizu.ac.ir/

An Analysis of the Role of the Developmental State in Connecting lran's
Metropolises to the Global Cities Network and Proposing an Optimal
Model

Haniyeh Asadzadeh™ "' | Tajaddin Karami?

1. Corresponding author, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Geography, University of Kharazmi,
Tehran, Iran. E-mail: h.asadzadeh88@gmail.com

2. Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Geography, University of Kharazmi, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
karami_ta@yahoo.com

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Objective: The study aims to examine the role of the developmental state
model in integrating Iran’s metropolises into the global cities network
and to propose practical strategies for achieving this goal.

Methods: This research is fundamental in purpose and uses a descriptive-

analytical methodology. Data were collected through documentary and

Received: 20 October 2024 survey methods from 33 urban experts selected via purposive sampling.

Revised: 16 December 2024 Data analysis was conducted using SPSS25 software, the Kolmogorov-

Accepted: 22 December 2024 Smirnov test, and path analysis.

Published: 6 August 2025 Results: The findings indicate that the developmental state model in Iran
has faced major challenges due to inconsistencies in foreign policy,
domestic conditions, and the position of governing elites. Expert opinions

Keywords: also confirm that this model is an appropriate approach for connecting

Developmental State, Iran's metropolises to the global cities network. Governance willpower

was identified as the most significant independent and mediating variable

in the formation and success of the developmental state in Iran.

Conclusions: A theoretical model was proposed for implementing the

developmental state approach in Iran, providing policymakers with

practical strategies to integrate the national economy with the global
economic network.

Research Article

Article history:

Global Cities Network,
Globalization,
Ideological-Hegemonic Forces.

Cite this article: Asadzadeh, H., Karami, T. (2025). An Analysis of the Role of the Developmental State in Connecting
Iran's Metropolises to the Global Cities Network and Proposing an Optimal Model. Journal of Urban Space and
Social Life, 4 (13), 46-63. https://doi.org/ 10.22034/jprd.2024.64055.1139

© The Author(s). Publisher: University of Tabriz.
BY NG DOI: https://doi.org/ 10.22034/jprd.2024.64055.1139



mailto:h.asadzadeh88@gmail.com
h.asadzadeh88@gmail.com%20
karami_ta@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/%2010.22034/jprd.2024.64055.1139
https://doi.org/%2010.22034/jprd.2024.64055.1139
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5993-1510
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2586-3289

Journal of Urban Space and Social Life Vol. 4, No. 13, 2025

Introduction

In today’s world, globalization has become a complex process impacting economic and territorial boundaries. The
competitiveness of metropolises is a key factor in sustainable development. Policymaking to enhance urban
competitiveness should recognize that global metropolises are part of an interconnected network, known as the
"Global Cities Network". These cities serve not only as economic hubs but also as vital institutions for global
diplomacy. International relations have shifted towards economic dimensions, with transnational corporations
(TNCs) playing a crucial role in globalization since the 1980s, especially in developing countries seeking
investment to boost their economies. The fluidity of capital and production has blurred territorial boundaries,
positioning TNCs as significant economic players (Rafiyan & Farjam, 2011). However, TNC presence alone does
not ensure economic development; an efficient political system is necessary to guide these investments.
Developmental states are essential for creating policies and frameworks that direct TNC investments toward
national infrastructure (Aghaei & Akbarian, 2011). Without such states, investments may not yield the desired
developmental outcomes (Evans, 2003). Developmental states foster environments where TNCs can thrive through
supportive policies, legal frameworks, and active economic diplomacy, facilitating conditions for metropolises to
join the global cities network. Given the growing importance of this network, Iran's metropolises must engage
actively, necessitating a developmental state with targeted policies to attract foreign investment and develop
metropolitan infrastructure. This article explores the role of the developmental state in integrating Iran’s
metropolises into the global cities network and argues that efficient, guiding governments are essential for
achieving sustainable economic development in these metropolises.

Materials and Methods

The present study is fundamentally oriented and descriptive-analytical in nature. It employs documentary and
survey methods for data collection. Government policies from recent decades were examined using the
documentary approach. A 30-item questionnaire was developed for the survey to assess the feasibility of
implementing the developmental state model in Iran and its role in enhancing the competitiveness of Iran’s
metropolises during globalization. The items addressed four dimensions: governance, alignment with Iranian
conditions, requirements for the model, and government roles in urban competitiveness. A Likert scale was used
for evaluation. The questionnaire's reliability was 0.90, and 33 completed responses were analyzed using SPSS
25. Non-parametric tests were employed due to non-normal data distribution.

Results

The primary tool for joining the Global Cities Network is a country's foreign policy, which requires consideration
of domestic conditions, ruling elites, and regional and international contexts (Saei, 2012: 92). Statistical analyses
indicate a direct correlation between domestic economic indicators and foreign policy approaches (IMF, 2020).
After the Cold War, détente principles gained prominence in developmental foreign policy (Suri, 2005: 181-182),
aligning with increased economic convergence and international communication (World Bank, 2019).

In Iran, post-lran-lrag War policies varied based on internal and external conditions. During the Reconstruction
era (1989-1997), economic development was prioritized, achieving an average growth rate of 6.5% (World Bank,
1996), but coordination issues led to policy failures (Mousavi Nia, 2008: 94). The Ahmadinejad administration
(2005-2013) faced increased tensions with the West, resulting in sanctions that reduced growth to below 1.5%
(World Bank, 2013). The Moderate Government (2013-2021) sought de-escalation through the JCPOA; however,
the U.S. withdrawal in 2018 hindered economic progress (Islamian & Habibi, 2020: 348). Using a path analysis
model with four independent variables—will of governance, alignment with Iranian conditions, requirements for
realization, and urban competitiveness facilitation—and one dependent variable (the developmental state model),
the most influential variable was found to be the will of governance (impact coefficient: 0.44). The requirements
for realization ranked second (0.41), followed by alignment with Iranian conditions (0.35) and competitiveness
facilitation (0.10). Further analysis identified the will of governance as a crucial mediating variable (0.88),
significantly influencing alignment with Iranian conditions (0.46) and facilitating competitiveness (0.37). Overall,
the results indicate that the developmental state model in Iran is significantly influenced by the will of governance
and other interrelated variables, highlighting its importance in the implementation process.
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Conclusion

The developmental state and developmental foreign policy are essential for Iran's economic growth. By adopting
an active economic diplomacy and development-oriented foreign policy, Iran can establish the necessary
infrastructure for attracting foreign investment, transferring technology, and accessing global markets. This
approach can position Iranian metropolises within the Global Cities Network, enhancing their role in the global
economy. Given the structural changes worldwide, major cities have become central to economic and
informational exchanges. For Iranian cities to connect to this global network, a shift in internal and external
government policies, especially regarding economic and diplomatic strategies, is crucial. Transforming from
ideology-driven policies to pragmatism can not only reduce international tensions but also facilitate foreign
investments. Historical examples, such as China and South Korea, demonstrate that adopting a developmental state
model allows cities to thrive economically. Tehran and other Iranian metropolises must strengthen their electronic
infrastructure and foster competitiveness to join this global network. Achieving this requires national will and
fundamental reforms in governance. Current low governance indicators hinder international investment efforts.
Therefore, implementing a developmental state model is recommended to address Iran's structural issues
effectively. This model emphasizes economic growth and foreign investment, offering flexibility to adapt to Iran's
unique conditions. By following this approach, Iranian metropolises can connect to the Global Cities Network,
leading to sustainable development and economic growth.
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Hypothesis Test Summary

Null Hypothesis Test Sig. Decision
The distribution of O » Il ya L sdds  One-Sample Reject the
1 is normal with mean 3,12 and Kolmogorov- 046"  null
standard deviation 0.699. Smirnov Test hypothesis.
The distribution of —asdla o )l s One-Sample Reject the
2 normal with mean 2.32 and Kolmogorov- 040" nu
standard deviation 0.889. Smirnov Test hypothesis.
The distribution of (saes <l )M s One-Sample Rejact the
3 normal with mean 3.98 and Kolmogorov- 013" nu
standard deviation 0.822. Smimov Test hypothesis.
The distribution of s .
4 s normal with s »u_ u.u)ao- )...r..u. 3 R’gﬁ'g;gzg:’? o) ﬁ: act the
nggn 3.89 and standard deviation Smimov Test hypothesis.

Asymptotic significances are displayed. The significance level is .05
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