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The purpose of this article is to give a new interpretation of the novel
Journey to the End of the Night written by Louis Ferdinand Celine, based
on Heidegger's concept of lived experience. In the book Towards the
Definition of Philosophy, Heidegger defines the lived experience as an
event of appropriation. Based on this, the lived experience is not an
objective thing that a human being has to face, the lived experience comes
from within the human being and belongs to the human being. And on the
other hand, man also belongs to its area. Heidegger's discussions in this
field are in such a way that Dasein is placed in its center. Based on this, it
seems that the logical continuation of the discussion of lived experience in
the book Being and Time can be followed under such issues as being-in-
the-world, care and the truth. In the following, by looking at the narrative
of Celine's novel, it becomes clear that the main character of the novel,
Ferdinand Bardamu, can be considered as a Dasein whose existence is
from Ek-sistenz, and the existentials of Dasein, such as being-in-the-world,
care and discoverer, are applied to him. With considering of Celin’s
narrative and Heidegger's theories we find out that facing lived experience
is not an objective encounter, but an existential event.
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Extended Abstract

This article seeks to offer an interpretation of Louis-Ferdinand Céline's novel Journey to the
End of Night based on Heidegger's concept of lived experience. To this end, three primary
sources will be examined: Céline's novel, Heidegger's Being and Time, and his book Towards
the definition of Philosophy. Martin Heidegger, a contemporary German philosopher, defines
lived experience in Towards the definition of Philosophy as an ‘event of appropriation'.
Accordingly, lived experience is not an objective entity encountered by humans; rather, it arises
from within and belongs to the human. Conversely, human also belongs to lived experience.
While this is a central theme in Heidegger's book, other significant concepts are also discussed,
including the notion of ‘'experience’ itself. In Heidegger's thought, ‘experience' has two
meanings: lived experience (erlebnis) and experience as a general occurrence (erfahren).
Heidegger clarifies that it is lived experience that possesses existential significance. Lived
experience engages the individual directly, emerging from one's environment. Consequently,
the concept of environment plays a crucial role. Heidegger's overall argument in this context
on Dasein. Thus, a logical extension of the discussion of lived experience can be found in Being
and Time under topics such as 'being-in-the-world', ‘care’, and the 'disclosive aspect of human
existence'. Heidegger argues that the first condition for determining Dasein is its being-in-the-
world. Humans are inherently in the world. However, human’s being-in-the-world differs from
that of other beings. Human being-in-the-world signifies dwelling. Hence, Dasein derives its
meaning from the world and, in turn, gives meaning to the world. Being-in-the-world exposes
Dasein to lived experience. In lived experiences, Dasein discovers its preoccupation with the
world. In other words, it is always engaged with something. Heidegger refers to this
characteristic as 'care’ and identifies it as one of the existential aspects of Dasein. To care is to
be Dasein. Care drives Dasein to find himself in various situations, thereby granting humans a
disclosive being—a kind of encounter with lived experience. This article then turns to the
narrative of Louis-Ferdinand Céline's novel. In Céline's story, the protagonist, Ferdinand
Bardamu, is a committed young man who joins the army and goes to the front. However, the
horrors of war reveal to him the discrepancy between the ideal world and reality. Bardamu
deserts and somehow makes his way back to France. From there, he travels to African colonies
in search of new experiences. Yet, he soon decides to return. Bardamu then goes to America,
where he experiences various events and realizes that America cannot fulfill his desires either.
Thus, he returns to Paris and, after completing his medical studies, begins working as a doctor
in a poor neighborhood. However, his medical practice marks the beginning of new troubles.
His encounters with the poor and his understanding of life's darkness demonstrate to Bardamu
that the world ultimately offers nothing but suffering to humans. A central figure in the story
is Robinson, who appears in various guises throughout the novel. Robinson is, in a way, a
manifestation of Bardamu himself. Ultimately, Robinson commits suicide before Bardamu's
eyes, thus confirming Bardamu's bleak belief in the impossibility of human happiness. By
examining Céline's narrative, it becomes clear that the novel's protagonist, Ferdinand Bardamu,
can be seen as a Dasein whose existence is of the existential kind. The existential aspects of
Dasein, such as being-in-the-world, care, and the disclosive aspect, can be discerned in him. In
conclusion, a simultaneous consideration of Céline's narrative and Heidegger's theories reveals
that encountering lived experience is not an objective encounter but an existential event.
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