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Article Info ABSTRACT

Avrticle type: Today, the public spaces of cities are formed based on the principles and criteria of adult
use, and most of the urban spaces lack quality for the use of children and teenagers and are
far from the characteristics of a child-friendly city. Therefore, by evaluating the driving
factors of a child-friendly city, one of the goals of urban planning, namely spatial justice,
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applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of nature and method. The
statistical population of the research includes researchers in the field of urban planning in
Ardabil city. The sample size was obtained by the snowball sampling method of 50 people
(with theoretical saturation) and Micmac software was used to analyze the data of this
research. The findings of the research show that the variables of laws and instructions,
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influence. They have the general adaptability. In general, among the 15 variables
investigated in this research, 7 variables are the administrative system, rules and
guidelines, central justice and safety and security, creating and designing entertainment
and attractive environments for children and delegating responsibility to lower levels, as
Promoters of the child-friendly city in Ardabil have been selected. The result is that any
planning in Ardabil city should consider the key role of the mentioned factors. These
variables have a high power of influence and low dependence in improving the state of the
city and are considered the first priority in planning to create a child-friendly city in
Ardabil.
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Introduction

The increase in urbanization and lack of urban spaces for children to attend and play has caused their presence in
this field to decrease day by day. This kind of behavior has caused children's sense of belonging to the space to
be evaluated in a different way. Of course, the type of games and the way children live today are completely
different from their previous generation, and therefore, logical solutions should be sought in today's modern
world. In order for cities to become places for children to progress and their needs and rights to be provided, its
capabilities should be increased and auxiliary tools should be used. This is only possible by creating new places
based on collaborations and group interactions at different levels, local areas and social realms. In urban
planning, despite the human and social or economic and natural justifications for the city and its future, not much
attention is paid to the structural factors of the urban society, one of which is children. Children's favorite city is
also people's favorite city, so it encourages its citizens, both young and old, to participate in urban design and
services. However, due to the lack of development and implementation of the expected indicators, few cities in
the whole world have come close to the optimal level of a child-friendly city. From this point of view, it can be
seen that according to the global conditions in the cities of Iran, the issue has been less investigated and analyzed
with new approaches. One of the criteria of sustainable urban development is the coordinated development of
different parts of the city. For this purpose, the strengths and potentials must be evaluated at the city level, the
existing situation must be analyzed and planning and prioritization should be done according to the areas.

The city of Ardabil has been the center of the province and the population center in the province, but in terms
of the dispersion of uses and the level of self-sufficiency in meeting the service, commercial and cultural needs
of its residents, it has not yet reached a stage that can attract the satisfaction of the resident population, especially
children. This city has been neglected due to its potential for the presence of children in the urban space.
Therefore, what is needed is a revision of macro-management approaches and the use of new tools in planning.
Friendly city planning with a future research approach as a new approach is a process that will lead to a
sustainable result of the planning process. In order to achieve this goal at the level of Ardabil city, it is necessary
to identify the key factors and driving forces of the friendly city. Since the variables, or in other words, the key
factors and driving forces of Ardabil's child-friendly city, have not been identified, therefore, in the present
study, the evaluation of the child-friendly city's driving factors in Ardabil city is done with a future research
approach.

Data and Method

The current research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of method, based on
theoretical foundations and using the Delphi method, influencing indicators and variables in the child-friendly
city in four dimensions (environmental-physical, social-cultural, economic and organizational-managerial) were
extracted. Considering that the method of data analysis (using a questionnaire) is in the form of the Delphi
technique in order to obtain the opinions of elites and experts in the field of planning and future research, the
number of samples to obtain the opinions of 50 people was selected by snowball method. It should be noted that
the questions of the questionnaire were first approved by the experts (confirmation of the content validity of the
questionnaire) and then measured in the experimental environment, and the results of the Cronbach's alpha test
for the researcher-made questionnaire were equal to 0.894, which indicates the high reliability of the tool. It is a
research (questionnaire). The type of analysis method in this research is structural analysis.

Results and Discussion

According to the analytical results of the direct cross matrix, among the measured variables, the variables of
rules and guidelines, administrative system, justice-centered, safety and security, access to various services and
activities, and participation and valuing of children have the most impact, respectively. Against the variables of
transportation and independent and free mobility, cultural, historical and religious identity, friendly green space,
security, delegating responsibility to lower levels have the most influence. Also, the matrix of indirect mutual
effects indicates that the variables that include laws and guidelines, access to various services and activities,
administrative system, justice-oriented and participation and valuing children as the most influential variables
and the variables of friendly green space, safety and security, transportation And independent and free mobility,
creation and design of entertaining and absorbing environments for children and cultural, historical and religious
identity are the most influential variables indirectly. Finally, the administrative system, laws and guidelines,
centered justice and safety and security, the highest influence ratings and variables of independent and free
transportation and mobility, cultural, historical and religious identity, and friendly green space have the highest
overall influence ratings.
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Conclusion

The results showed that out of 15 variables of the research, 7 variables are in the scope or conditions of direct
influence and influence, among which are the variables of the administrative system, laws and guidelines, central
justice and safety and security, creation and design of recreation environments and Entertainment and attraction
for children and delegating responsibility to low levels have direct and indirect influence and effectiveness and
are among the variables with high determining power and in fact are the driving forces of the child-friendly city
and as the variables or driving forces of the program The planning of a child-friendly city has been chosen, but
none of the variables of this research were among the strategic variables, and the distribution of the variables in
the axis of direct and indirect influence shows the instability of the system.
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