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The present article, while emphasizing the field and time leading to the
emergence of analytical and continental philosophy, tries to study the main
and fundamental origins of their emergence in Kant’s philosophy and to
identify the strengths and weaknesses of both, to analyze the positive and
efficient and the negative aspects of Kant’s philosophical heritage. To reach
this purpose, at first some characteristics and differences of the two
approaches are described. Then after presenting necessary introductions,
through Kant’s general and strong philosophy, we get the two general
outputs of analytic and continental approaches. In this way we develop from
Kant’s episteme-sophia controversy to his nomen-phenomen dualism to get
closer to his uninvited philosophy, i.e., nihilism so as to put into test the
analytic-continental controversy. Finally, we try to present some conjectures
regarding the required accompaniment of both.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The study of the origin and emergence context of the two main approaches of philosophy, i.e.
continental and analytic philosophy can also be of these potentials. The purpose of this article is to
open an entry to this task again. To understand the reasons of discrepancy between the two
approaches better, we may start from old and fundamental questions; what is philosophy?
Questioning the existential nature of philosophy may lead us to the first origins of continental-
analytic duality. The existence of a fundamental dualism in answering to the nature of philosophy
question, may be the profound root in the separation of the two. Then in order to reach Kant, the
answer could be tracked in Descartes and its antecedents. To some commentators, the main entry
in the separation of the two approaches is appeared in Kant’s philosophy. He tries to consider
metaphysic as a system and overcome the insoluble intelligible-sensible duality. To answer the
nature of philosophy question, he also tries to overcome the episteme-Sophia as an answer to the
first one in the critic of pure reason and the second in the critic of practical reason. To explain the
link between the two episteme and moral territory, he makes a connection in the critic of judgment
to accomplish his great philosophical edifice. But despite his philosophical trying to these
unifications, it is thought that reverse results may have been found.

Method

The method of this paper is texts collection in library method and examines them on the basis of
comparative or critical approach. Accordingly, this paper based on abstract and concrete approach.
Finding

Kant’s transcendental and critical philosophy is a stimulant motor that on one side leads to the
idealism of Hegel and Fichte and on another side, it leads to the philosophy of Nietzsche and
Bergson. Also, his scientific scrutiny in the critic of pure reason has led to the philosophy of science
and has become the starting point of analytical philosophy. In the following section of this paper,
some disagreements of these two contemporary philosophical approaches and the necessity of their
dialogue in a common horizon are presented. Efforts have been made by contemporary thinkers to
realize this important ideal. For example, they have tried to bring these to traditions together by
resorting to important meanings such as language and culture. They tried to show that to analytical
and continental tradition, despite their differences can approach each other through language and

culture as convergent and common elements, so that at least Wittgenstein ‘s interpretation of family
resemblance can be realized in their case.

Conclusion and suggestions

To achieve this purpose, it is necessary to examined various aspects of Kant ‘s thought and analyzed
them in all three critiques which mentioned especially first critique. In this regard, it is very
important to address the following questions: is Kant a subjectivist? What exactly does his
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transcendental idealism mean and what effects did it have in the philosophical thought?
Undoubtedly, Kant played a key role in the formation of nihilism in the sense that we want, and all
the philosophical approaches after him which are divided into continental and analytical, have
either followed his path in historical philosophy or taken a position against him. However, it is
necessary that passing through nihilism and overcoming it, is important for both continental and
analytical traditions. It is incorrect that rely only on scientism and cannot seek to solve problems
only through methods. Many issues of contemporary word cannot be analyzed and investigated
through techniques and experiments. Also, metaphysics cannot be ignored and removed with
definitions such as inefficiency and abstractive. Elements such as history, culture and language are
very important in the contemporary thought. In fact, contextualism cannot be ignored. Human
beings and their special possibilities are effective in the formation and direction of thought.
Therefore, the right path is dialogue and interaction and what is necessary is the two continental
and analytical tradition should be rethinking and common points should be emphasized. In fact,
with the deepening of the valley between the analytical and continental, the problem will not be
solved.
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