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Arthur Danto in order to achieve the definition of art, while rejecting
previous views and clearly opposing the essentialism of the concept of art,
seeks a new explanation in challenging contemporary artworks with a
completely different view. By turning away from Kant's point of view, which
dominated the theories of art until the middle of the 20" century, he bases
his theory under the influence of Hegel and based on the historical context
of the process of transfiguration of the ordinary object to an artwork. Based
on this, a historical, cultural, and social context is necessary for the objects
to acquire the legitimacy of being an artwork. From his point of view, a new
narrative of an ordinary thing emerges through the artist's way of looking at
the ordinary thing (in the historical context) and the way he presents it, and
he transforms it into an embodied concept and meaning, which leads to the
transformation into a work of art. The excessive emphasis of his theory on
subjectivism causes personal interpretations and relativism. This article
follows the question of “what makes a work of art, a work of art?”, by
examining and explain Danto's opinions, while pointing to the works of art
referred to by him, | try to describe the factors influencing his theory to
finally analyze some of the flaws in this perception of the concept of art.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Arthur Danto in order to achieve the definition of art, while rejecting previous views and clearly
opposing the essentialism of the concept of art, seeks a new explanation in challenging
contemporary artworks with a completely different view. By turning away from Kant's point of
view, which dominated the theories of art until the middle of the 20th century, he bases his theory
under the influence of Hegel and based on the historical context of the process of transfiguration
of the ordinary object to an artwork. Based on this, a historical, cultural, and social context is
necessary for the objects to acquire the legitimacy of being an artwork. From his point of view, a
new narrative of an ordinary thing emerges through the artist's way of looking at the ordinary thing
(in the historical context) and the way he presents it, and he transforms it into an embodied concept
and meaning, which leads to the transformation into a work of art. This article follows the question
of “what makes a work of art, a work of art?”, by examining and explain Danto's opinions, while
pointing to the works of art referred to by him, I try to describe the factors influencing his theory
to finally analyze some of the flaws in this perception of the concept of art.

Transfiguration

According to Kant's view, which cast a shadow on the artistic space for centuries, an object is
considered a work of art that has certain proportions in its components and formal structure
(tangible form), in such a way that the relationships between the elements and components of the
object, finally make it to look beautiful. Being autonomous (absence of reference to moral,
political, social, etc. issues,) as well as universality (in all times and places and for all cultures),
were considered to be intrinsic to the work of art. But based on Hegel's doctrine, Danto examines
the conditions of becoming a work of art in a historical course arising from socio-cultural contexts.

Furthermore, Danto follows the opinions of Adorno, who foretells the commodification of the
artwork in the near future, and his insistence on the liberating role of social-critical art. Danto also
believed that both everyday consumer objects and mass-produced goods, through the artist's way
of looking and his/her special selection can have cultural and aesthetic values. This puts art in a
close relationship with society's issues.

Therefore, Danto considers the understanding of the artistic process to be more of a socio-
cultural issue and not the aesthetic or artistic value of a work, nor its formal and skillful structure.
We are not only dealing with a certain definition of artwork, but another approach to the ordinary
object, based on a completely different perception and interpretation. A new reading of the ordinary
thing that has nothing to do with the visual appearances of objects and is derived from a new
perspective that we find with the subject; Of course, not with the subject itself, but with its content
and meaning. Therefore, the ordinary object transfigures not in its external qualities but in its
theoretical layers and concepts.
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The centrality of Danto's theory is not the pure object itself, but the relationship between it and the
background content that historically provided the conditions for the realization of the work of art.
From his point of view, this is not related to the specific choice and narrative of an individual
(artist) of an object, because socio-cultural conditions and the intervention of institutions and media
are necessary to call it art.

In criticizing the previous philosopher for the essentialist conception of the concept of art, he
considers general characteristics such as distance from reality, expressiveness, meaningfulness,
interpretability and aboutness for the work of art. Contemporary challenging artworks have
questioned the apparent boundary between the artwork and real objects. Especially in the case of
two identical objects (Brillo boxes of Andy Warhol), which one of them is an artwork and the other
is an ordinary object (even the border between the artwork itself, for example, the difference
between drawing and painting, etc. became controversial). With the discussion of the identity of
the artwork, the need to define art becomes necessary to identify and recognize the artwork.

Criticism of Danto

The nature of art is very complex and beyond categories such as history, society, politics, language,
etc., or form, content, style, etc. The nature of art is an abstract concept, it is fluid and it is not
easily defined and does not lend itself to analysis. The process of art is not conventional and is not
predetermined. Basically, the meaning in a work of art is not a definite thing, and a specific
meaning is not necessarily desired, but we are witnessing multiple meanings, there is no single
meaning, but multiple meanings.

Since understanding the intellectual content of the artwork and achieving its meaning, requires
an active action from the observer, the excessive emphasis of his theory on subjectivism, causes
personal interpretations and relativism. Also, considering that Danto's theory of art focuses on the
distance between the artwork and the real world (the artwork is not a real object), the relationship
of the work with the real world is questioned, and with the characteristics that he attributes to the
artwork, he is caught in a kind of essentialism.

Conclusion

Danto notices the distance between artwork and real objects and he beliefs artworks have a
meaningful content in them, and to understand this content, it is necessary for the audience to be
aware of the historical background of the artwork. In order to understand the meaning of the
artwork, interpretation will be necessary. Now, the way the audience interprets the artwork,
becomes problematic; the risk of distorting the meaning of the artwork and misunderstanding
makes it difficult to determine the identity of the artwork. Worst of all, personal perceptions and
relativism threaten art theories. According to Stern, we reach a point where: what we call art
depends on what we think
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