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Ibn Khaldun's Climatological Determinism and the
Emergence of Human Science and Civilization

Shirzad Khazaei®
Abstract

Ibn Khaldun, a Muslim historian and thinker, is one of the few
leading theorists in the Islamic world who has developed innovative
theories in some areas that have not yet been analyzed. One of these
areas is geography and more precisely climatology. The question of the
present article is, What did Ibn Khaldun mean by climate, and What
relation did he believe in between climate and human society? The
research hypothesis is that the basis of his thought about climate is the
Greek theory of seven climates and Ibn Khaldun in a "causal
explanation™ considers climate as the "complete cause" of the foundation
of science, art, temperament and race. The present study shows that Ibn
Khaldun considers temperate climates, ie climates 3, 4 and 5, important
in the upbringing and formation of normal, talented and civilized human
beings. In non-temperate climates such as climates 1, 2 and 6 and 7
which correspond to the equator and the pole, human beings are raised
far from civilization and with various anomalies. The results of the
research show that Ibn Khaldun believed in a kind of climatic
determinism in human society, as a result of which deviant people
appear in non-temperate climates and prophets and geniuses appear in
temperate climates.

Keywords: Ibn Khaldun, Climate, Determinism, Geography, Science,
Civilization.
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